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Celebrating ‘Capability’ Brown Tercentenary Year (pages 2/3) 

 
 

Chairman’s message 
 
In recent years, Hampshire Gardens Trust has been 
issuing yearly magazines as a basic service to members, 
to keep them informed about Trust events in the 
previous year and also about planned activities in the 
future.  Expert contributions, often by existing 
members of the Trust on matters of general garden 
interest, have also been included.  The seventh annual 
magazine was issued in the autumn of 2014, which was 
also the Trust's 30th Anniversary.  These publications 
were widely admired for their high quality content, 
elegant layout and attractive and well-chosen 
illustrations, and were much appreciated by the 
members.   
  
Sadly the costs of production and postage had reached 
prohibitive levels by 2014 - £1,000 for design and 
printing and over £600 for postage and packaging.  It 
has thus been decided to produce the present 
Newsletter in-house, using our own computer 
resources and copying facilities, and also to produce 
the issue in a reduced size format, to cut the postage 
charges.   
 
  
I do hope that members will appreciate the reasons for 
these changes and will also find the current issue to be 
as interesting and informative as the previous ones.  
 
Peter Andreae 
Chairman 
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Future Newsletters 
 

 

As with many other County 
Gardens Trust and other 
voluntary organisations, we will 
be sending future Newsletters by 
email. If you are unable to access 
a Newsletter in this way, please 
inform our Administrator, 

HGT, Jermyns House 
Jermyns Lane 
Ampfield, SO51 0QA 

     Caroline Hubble  
Tel. No. 01794 367752 
Email: admin@hgt.org.uk 



 
 

Registered Charity 289378                                   
2 

 

Capability Brown in Hampshire 
 

Many of you may already be aware that 2016 marks 
the tercentenary of the birth of Lancelot ‘Capability’ 
Brown: a national festival will take place to celebrate 
and learn about quintessentially ‘English’ landscapes 
designed by him.  http://www.capabilitybrown.org/. 

Brown advised a number of owners in Hampshire on 
the ‘capabilities‘ of their parkland and gardens and 
several designs by him were carried out.  Brown’s 
management style was to visit, advise the client and 
then his surveyor would prepare a plan to be 
implemented by the owner and his workforce. Often 
one of two of Brown’s trusted foremen would oversee 
the work.  Brown would return frequently to discuss 
the works and any further improvements or 
modifications with his clients (many of whom became 
personal friends) and if necessary, to monitor progress 
and correct errors!   This system of working accounts 
for over 200 sites attributed to him throughout 
England, and the thousands of miles he travelled on 
horseback before he could afford a carriage. 

In Hampshire, the most well-known sites associated 
with Brown are Broadlands, Highclere Park and 
Stratfield Saye.  The grounds at the present Cadland 
House (New Forest), originally a fishing cottage, have 
been restored to Brown’s designs. The Brown 
landscape of the original Cadland House disappeared 
under Fawley Oil Refinery in 1943 but plans and 
documents survive. Other sites with fragments of the 
Brown landscape surviving are Warnford Park (West 
Meon) and North Stoneham (Eastleigh and Test 
Valley). Equally interesting and important are the ‘lost’ 
Brown landscapes: in addition to Cadland House, these 
are South Stoneham (Southampton), Paultons Park, 
Cuffnells Park and Great Testwood (all New Forest). 
These clusters of sites around Southampton and the 
lower Test Valley, all created between 1760 and 1775, 
are an example of how Brown found clients: the 
owners would all have known each other (at least two 
sites were owned by the same family) and 
recommendations spread quickly!  It also highlights the 
fact that in the mid-18th century, Southampton was a 
very fashionable resort.  To read more about these 
sites visit our research website  
http://research.hgt.org.uk/ 
 

 
Portrait of Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, c. 1770-75, 

Cosway, Richard (1742-1821) 
Private Collection/Bridgeman Images  

 
 
Definitive attribution of Brown’s work can be tricky. 
The only surviving accounts for Brown’s clients survive 
in the archives of Drummonds Bank, and in his own 
one surviving account book from 30-odd years in 
business, which is in the RHS Lindley Library. Many 
plans have been lost. One of the Research Group’s 
tasks in 2015 has been to ‘test’ attributions against the 
known evidence. This has led to us discounting two 
sites previously thought to have been linked to Brown.  
 
Hampshire Gardens Trust will be involved in various 
events to mark the Festival and the Research Group 
are working on two of them.  At the Sir Harold Hillier 
Gardens and Arboretum we are working with the 
Director, Wolfgang Bopp, on a special trail leaflet 
identifying some of the key trees and shrubs Brown 
might have planted, and telling their stories.  Also, we 
are designing an exhibition about Brown in Hampshire, 
which will be held at Hampshire Record Office through 
the summer, with an introductory lunchtime lecture on 
30 June.  
 
For more information on events and for images of 
these Brown sites, see the Trust’s website and click on 
‘Capability Brown Festival’.  
 
Sally Miller 
Chair, HGT Research Group  

 

See next page for further Brown Events in Hampshire 

 

http://www.capabilitybrown.org/
http://research.hgt.org.uk/
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Brown Events in Hampshire 2016 
Exhibitions:   

Capability Brown: Master of the Landscape 
Hampshire Cultural Trust at 

Winchester Discovery Centre 26 March – 8 May 
Willis Museum, Basingstoke 18 June – 27 August 

 
Capability Brown sites in Hampshire 

Hampshire Gardens Trust Research Team at 
Hampshire Record Office  
 30 June – 30 September 

Opening of the above exhibition and lunchtime 
talk by 

Sally Miller 30 June – 1.00 – 1.30 pm 
 
Talk by Susan Campbell 
Lancelot Brown’s Kitchen Gardens in Hampshire 

at Hampshire Record Office 
21 July 12.30 – 1.45pm 

 
Visit to Cadland 10 October - FULLY BOOKED 

 

Events Team News 
 
New Events Team Chair 
I am delighted to introduce Jill Walmsley as my 
successor in heading the Events Team.   Jill is a 
professional gardener and is currently studying for a 
degree in Garden Design at Sparsholt College.  Her 
enthusiasm and fresh ideas will be a great asset to the 
team and we look forward to working with her.   
 
Leslie Shaw 
Events Team  

 
2015 Visits 
Day trip to the Isle of Wight - 3 June 
 
The first visit of the day was at Salterns Cottage, 
Seaview, home of Susan Dobbs, Chair of IoW Gardens 
Trust.   The charming garden, created in 2005 is full of 
treasures, a glasshouse, potager, exotic borders and 
fruit trees. 
We then went on to Ventnor Botanic Garden on the 
south east coast of the island.  It is located in a 
microclimate at the heart of the famous 'Undercliff'.   A 
unique garden where frost is rarely known and whose 
climate is more akin to the Mediterranean.      

 
Saltern Cottage, Seaview 

 
Ventnor Botanic Gardens 

Following lunch, we visited Northcourt Garden in 
Shorwell, in the centre of the island near Newport.  
This 15 acre garden surrounds a 17th century Manor 
House.    Mary Hogg 

     
Northcourt Manor Garden, Shorwell  

 

Dorset Self-drive Trip – 16 June 2015 
This self-drive visit to three Dorset gardens took place 
on a perfect English Summer day which began at 
Eastington Farm.  Eastington is C17 and was enlarged 
in C18/19.  The present owners have been renovating 
it since moving there in 1992 and had photos to show 
the progress.  The garden designer, Za Tollemarch, has 
collaborated with the owner and they have created a 
series of rooms around the house and beautiful 
barns. The owner of this garden has been named as 
one of England's best lady gardeners and the garden 
was featured in Country Life. The annual wild flower 
meadow is spectacular with mown paths leading to a 
seating area with panoramic views of the Jurassic 
coast.   
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Eastington Farm 

 

We then went to Scoles Manor for our picnic. Scoles 
Manor is a Grade II* building dated 1635, with an 
earlier medieval structure attached, dated 1220, which 
was either a chapel or small hall house. Runner ducks 
added to the idyllic scene as we ate our picnics in full 
sunshine enjoying the views over rolling Purbeck 
countryside, with a particularly beautiful view of Corfe 
Castle and Poole Harbour. Our hosts generously served 
refreshments with strawberries and cream.   

 
Scoles Manor 

 
Our final destination Encombe House, built in 1735, 
was a very special opportunity to see a privately 
owned estate of superb quality and beauty. The 
owners moved in 5 years ago but started on the garden 
two and a half years ago, working with the garden 
designer Tom Stuart-Smith to create a garden of major 
importance, with extensive renovation of the Grade II* 
listed country house.  To reach the house and garden 
we walked for a 1/4 mile (buggies were provided for 
those who wanted) through a huge wildflower 
meadow past a lake to the house.  A highlight was the 
enormous walled garden. Originally a field, Tom Stuart-
Smith has put wide herbaceous borders round the 
inside of the walls then filled it with another large wild 
flower meadow.  In the very centre, in the dip, there is 
a square formal garden reached by various paths 
through the meadow. The owners have found Pitt’s 
original plans for vistas  and  rides and are   re-instating  

 
Encombe House 

them, taking out trees and hedges where needed.  Tea 
and cake was served in the pavilion where the owners 
joined us to tell us more of their plans for this 
magnificent estate. 
 
Jill Walmsley  
Events Team Chair 
 
Private Evening Visit to The Garden Gallery, 
Broughton – 25 June 
 
One evening in June we visited the Gallery at the kind 
invitation of Rachel Bebb.  The garden is set at the foot 
of chalk downland overlooking a tributary of the River 
Test. It is divided into several rooms, each with its own 
distinctive characteristics.  Discreet planting provides 
the backdrop for sculpture by contemporary artists.  
With a glass of wine in hand, it was a pleasure to 
wander through the garden admiring the many 
abstract and figurative sculptures which are exhibited 
in different materials - bronze, steel, glass, stone and 
ceramics - as well contemporary garden furniture.  
Some of us simply enjoyed the opportunity to sit, chat 
and relax in our peaceful surroundings.  It was a 
perfect end to a beautiful June day. The Gallery is 
currently open by arrangement and a visit is highly 
recommended whether or not you have been before. 

 

 
 

Leslie Shaw 
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Romsey Self Drive Trip – 9 July 
 
Our morning visit was to The Island, a six acre garden 
situated either side of the River Test, which includes 
pleasure gardens and an arboretum started by Sir 
Harold Hillier in 1930.   Our host, Sarah Saunders-
Davies, gave us an introductory talk and refreshments 
by the Arts & Crafts style loggia, overlooking an 
immaculate lawn with a pretty stream meandering 
though it and framed by a lofty Cedar tree.  Many of 
the Hillier trees survive as mature specimens and 
positioned among more recent editions within a 
network of paths, they evoked a sense of a mysterious 
secret garden.  Mrs Saunders-Davies left us to enjoy 
the garden in our own time and to take our picnics in 
the spacious setting overlooking the river. 
 

 
The

 
Island

, 
Greatbridge

 

 

 
Sandhill Farm 

 
Our host, Andy McIndoe, welcomed us to Sandhill 
Farm in the afternoon.  The garden is around two acres 
on a sloping hillside and with a large area of wildflower 
meadow.  Plants and gardening are at the heart of 
Andy’s work at Hilliers and Sandhill Farm reflects this 
with naturalistic planting, showcasing a wide variety of 
trees, shrubs and perennials.  The terrace is an 
abundance of colour with pots and container planting.  

Andy was a charismatic guide and our tour passed all 
too quickly as he shared with us his life-long passion 
for horticulture.  Needless to say, his plant stall proved 
very popular and most of us were happy to bring home 
a memento from the garden.     

 
Leslie Shaw 
 

Arundel Castle and Gardens, West Sussex – 14 July  
 
On arrival, our party of 40 was divided into two groups 
for our private guided tour of the Castle.   Since the 
main Castle rooms were closed to the public for the 
morning, it really did feel as though we were having a 
privileged insight into the complex history of the Earls 
of Arundel/Dukes of Norfolk.  After the tour, many of 
us had lunch in the cafe and were then free to explore 
the extensive grounds, including the Private Chapel 
and Castle Keep.  In the afternoon, the very 
knowledgeable and articulate head gardener, Martin 
Duncan, escorted us round the gardens.   The Earl 
Collector's garden is full of surprises - quite unique and 
eccentric – featuring Italianate terraces, weathered 
oak pagodas and ‘Oberon’s Palace’ containing a shell-
lined interior and gilded coronet ‘dancing’ on a jet of 
water.    Displays of Agapanthus in large pots by the 
water rills were most effective. 
 

 
The Earl Collector’s Garden 

 
Nearby there were stunning herbaceous borders, a cut 
flower area and an organic kitchen garden.   Most 
impressive of all was the small wildflower meadow, 
which was at its peak.  An area of alliums, planted 
through with lavender also stood out.  We felt that the 
visit to Arundel had been well worthwhile and the 
morning spent inside the Castle nicely complemented 
the afternoon tour of the gardens. 
 
Leslie Shaw 
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Hauser & Wirth Gallery & Garden  
Chiffchaffs Cottage Garden – 25 August 
 
We were inspired to visit Hauser and Wirth Gallery 
Bruton Somerset by the opportunity to see the garden 
by the Dutch designer Piet Oudolf.  The 1.5 acre garden 
adjoining the gallery - with the designer’s trademark 
grasses and late summer perennials was certainly 
impressive and beautiful, but the torrent
day of our visit made the tour of the gallery itself all 
the more attractive.  Hauser and Wirth have 
transformed a run-down farm to create a very 
beautiful gallery space for exhibiting modern art, 
winning a Civic Trust Award for the buildin
Our guided tour provided not just an introduction to 
the exhibition of the work of the American artist Jenny 
Holzer but also an account of the development and 
aims of the gallery and garden.   

Hauser & Wirth Gallery & Garden
 

Chiffchaffs 
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25 August  

Hauser and Wirth Gallery in 
Bruton Somerset by the opportunity to see the garden 
by the Dutch designer Piet Oudolf.  The 1.5 acre garden 

with the designer’s trademark 
grasses and late summer perennials was certainly 
impressive and beautiful, but the torrential rain on the 
day of our visit made the tour of the gallery itself all 
the more attractive.  Hauser and Wirth have 

down farm to create a very 
beautiful gallery space for exhibiting modern art, 
winning a Civic Trust Award for the buildings in 2015.  
Our guided tour provided not just an introduction to 
the exhibition of the work of the American artist Jenny 
Holzer but also an account of the development and 

 
Hauser & Wirth Gallery & Garden 

 

In complete contrast, after lunch we went on to visit 
Chiffchaffs in nearby Bourton.  This is a quintessential 
English cottage garden, full of roses
perennials as well as beautiful trees and with an 
adjoining plant nursery.  After looking roun
garden we had a delicious tea in the cottage, with the 
owner Ken Potts, now in his late 80s.  Sadly, after some 
40 years he has reluctantly sold Chiffchaffs, so we were 
lucky to enjoy what was more or less the last garden 
group visit.  

Mary Martyn 

The Rose Paddock, Nr Hinton Ampner
 
Although the weather was cloudy, the rain held off 
until mid-day.  Thirty-four members and friends arrived 
for refreshments before the owner
gave a short talk on how she started in 1992.  She 
wanted to grow natural looking cut roses with scent, 
and displayed examples of roses that were growing, 
their beautiful scents and her favourites.  She then led 
us around the acres of different types of scented roses 
and flowers growing in the poly tunnels and outside in 
the open beds.  On our way round Rosebie 
demonstrated her knowledge on growing and caring 
for the different roses and answered members' 
questions.  At the end of the tour we
Packing Shed where her staff were busy packing up 
bunches of flowers for sale and boxes of roses to be 
sent up to the market at Covent Garden.  In the 
summer at least 2,000 stems go there daily.  At the end 
of the visit everyone expressed thei
tour, despite the rain, and quite a few plants found 
their way home with members.

Rosebie Morton

 
 
 
 

In complete contrast, after lunch we went on to visit 
in nearby Bourton.  This is a quintessential 

English cottage garden, full of roses and unusual 
perennials as well as beautiful trees and with an 
adjoining plant nursery.  After looking round the 
garden we had a delicious tea in the cottage, with the 
owner Ken Potts, now in his late 80s.  Sadly, after some 
40 years he has reluctantly sold Chiffchaffs, so we were 
lucky to enjoy what was more or less the last garden 

Nr Hinton Ampner - 16 September                               

Although the weather was cloudy, the rain held off 
four members and friends arrived 

for refreshments before the owner, Rosebie Morton 
gave a short talk on how she started in 1992.  She 
wanted to grow natural looking cut roses with scent, 
and displayed examples of roses that were growing, 
their beautiful scents and her favourites.  She then led 

rent types of scented roses 
and flowers growing in the poly tunnels and outside in 
the open beds.  On our way round Rosebie 
demonstrated her knowledge on growing and caring 
for the different roses and answered members' 
questions.  At the end of the tour we visited the 
Packing Shed where her staff were busy packing up 
bunches of flowers for sale and boxes of roses to be 

market at Covent Garden.  In the 
summer at least 2,000 stems go there daily.  At the end 
of the visit everyone expressed their enjoyment of the 
tour, despite the rain, and quite a few plants found 
their way home with members. 

 
Rosebie Morton 
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A Personal Tribute to Roger Brown  
 

 
Roger with his model of Winchester  

 

I first met Roger when he was the Chief Planning 

Officer for Hampshire County Council.  Kind, courteous, 

artistic and an outstanding conservationist, he had 

instigated a series of 9 specialist surveys of 

Hampshire’s areas of high conservation value, 

published as a series in 1983 as ‘Hampshire’s 

Countryside Heritage’.  No 5 was Historic Parks and 

Gardens.  Others covered Ancient Lanes & Tracks; 

Ancient Woodland; Rivers and Wetlands; Heathland; 

Chalk Grassland; Man and the Landscape; Meadows. 

No 5 led on to the formation of the Hampshire 

Gardens Trust in 1984. The series was destined to 

inform a ‘Countryside Heritage Policy’. 

Some 30 plus years on they should be required reading 

for every Councillor at every level of local government 

in Hampshire, as pressures for development increase 

dramatically and the siting of new buildings requires 

knowledge and sensitivity of the significance of our 

landscapes and green places. They are a resource that 

contributes most to our sense of wellbeing. There has 

been progress, historic parks and gardens included on 

the Historic England’s Register of Parks and Gardens of 

special historic interest in England can be protected, 

sometimes with difficulty, and local lists of parks and 

gardens that make a significant contribution to the 

character of our towns and villages are now material to 

the planning process. All this depends on the high 

quality of the research carried out by the Hampshire 

Gardens Trust Research Group; their research is on line 

and able to inform owners and planners of the history, 

design and development of our parks, gardens and 

designed landscapes. The emphasis on thoroughly 

knowing and understanding what is of value springs 

directly from Roger. 

Roger died in 2015 but I like to think of him as 

‘Sustainability’ Brown.  I doubt we will see his like 

again. 

Gilly Dummond                                                                 

President 

Development at Staunton Country Park 
Staunton Country Park, Havant, has recently been 
awarded a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) 
and the Big Lottery Fund (BIG) to develop detailed 
plans for a £2.85m second-round lottery bid which 
would enable restoration of the Regency landscape of 
the County Council-owned site, and make the whole 
site a more attractive visitor experience. 

Included in the plans is the restoration of the Storey 
Gardens, the Lake and a network of trails as well as the 
renovation of follies such as the Beacon Temple, the 
Shell House, the Fort and Chinese Bridge. The Victorian 
Coach House will be transformed into a Visitor Centre, 
providing orientation and interpretation of the 
landscape park. The old kitchen garden will become a 
new training base for volunteers, including the Beacon 
Community Partnership which provides valuable work 
experience for people with learning difficulties. 
In total the project will invest over £4 million in the 
restoration of this historic Grade II* estate ahead of 
the estate’s bicentenary in 2019.  

Mike Ricketts of the Conservation & Development 
Team has agreed to represent HGT on the Project 
Board. 
Conservation & Development Report 
Burrard Neale Monument, near Lymington 
Towards the end of last year the Team awarded a Trust 
grant towards the completion of the landscaping at the 
Burrard Neale Monument, near Lymington. 
Commemorating the life of Admiral Burrard Neale of 
nearby Wallhampton estate, the 76ft obelisk was 
originally completed in 1842.  In 2014-15 volunteers 
reinstated the Solent Way path which runs through it, 
and cleared decades of overgrown laurel and scrub 
which have now been replaced by 1,200 native species 
trees. Thousands of bulbs were planted in November, 
which should make a visit to this interesting site a 
Springtime treat.  
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Place House, Compton (nr Shawford) 
The Team has offered a small Trust grant to supply 
Information Boards about this site which survives as an 
area of low earth works surrounded by what is now a 
dry moat. There followed a Tudor House with formal 
gardens, walls and archway. All that now remains is the 
sunken area, part of the Tudor archway and a short 
stretch of flint and brick wall. It remains, however, an 
important archaeological and historic site and is a 
scheduled monument (No.12059) under the Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Area Act of 1979.   

 

 

Research Group News 
 
We are pleased to announce that Hampshire Gardens 
Trust is now the sole keeper of the Hampshire Register 
of Historic Parks and Gardens, after agreement with 
the County to merge their Register with our public 
website. If you have never looked at how we make our 
research freely accessible, follow this link 
research.hgt.org.uk/ 
 
One of our research projects in 2015 was to record and 
photograph all the designed war memorial landscapes 
(parks and gardens) in Hampshire. The great majority 
of these were created in the years following the First 
World War. The completed research was forwarded to 
Parks and Gardens UK (the national database) for 
inclusion in their new Gazetteer of such sites across the 
country.  
 
We delivered two Study Days during the year. In the 
spring our title was ‘Women gardeners and garden 
designers of the early 20th century’, exploring among 
other themes the creation, in the late 19th century, of 
the first horticultural colleges to offer professional 
training to women, and the role of women gardeners 
during the First World War. 
 
Our autumn Study Day, ‘Public Parks – Arcadias for all’, 
was well-attended and interesting: the day concluded 
with a lively discussion about the threats facing our 
parks from the cuts (past and still to come) in local 
authority funding. We need up-to-date information 
about what is happening, so this year’s project is to 
visit and record the condition of every public park in 
Hampshire.  There will be more information about this 
in the next Newsletter – and we will definitely need 
some Trust members to volunteer their help!  
 

 
The Beeches 

 
As well as beavering away in Hampshire Record Office 
and other archives, the Research Group get out and 
about visiting gardens that are significant in terms of 
their design and history.  In 2105, we had a guided 
winter tree walk at Hilliers Arboretum (improving our 
tree knowledge, sadly deficient in my case!) and 
members visited ‘The Beeches’ at Weyhill (see also 
article in the 2013 Magazine) and Amport (designed by 
Lutyens).   

 
 

In London we had an excellent tour of Lambeth Palace 
Gardens with the Head Gardener, admiring in 
particular a huge 300 year old white fig tree that 
thrives in the garden’s micro-climate: those who work 
in the Palace enjoy the fig bonanza every year.  Finally 
we were invited for tea to the garden of our Chairman, 
Peter Andreae and his wife Rosemary, to enjoy their 
rose garden at its peak.  
 

Timothy Mowl’s new book on the Historic Gardens of 
Hampshire, the latest in the series, will be published in 
early May.  On the evening of 19 May, in the Guildhall, 
Winchester, Tim will give a talk ‘From Grene Mede to 
Dream Meadow – Discoveries in the Hampshire 
Landscape’, followed by refreshments and a book-
signing.  Booking for this event and a flyer about Tim’s 
book were in the recent Events mailing to members.  

As always, we welcome new members to the Research 
Group. If you are enthusiastic about gardens and their 
history, do come and join us.  

Sally Miller 
Chair, Research Group 
 
 

http://research.hgt.org.uk/
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Schools Team Report 
 
Kings Worthy Primary School, which features as a case 
study on the HGT website in the school section, was 
awarded the Peter Maunder Trophy for 2015.  The 
award was for creating a stimulating woodland area 
where children learn about the environment and make 
dens and so develop their range of outdoor skills. 
The school was keen to start on a Phase Two scheme 
by extending the woodland area to include an 
allotment enabling the children to grow fruit and 
vegetables. HGT agreed a further grant to help fund 
the work needed to clear the site and install sleepers 
for three raised beds. 

 
In September this year the school participated in the 
Worthy Festival by holding an open morning with tours 
of the site and grounds. June Parkinson and I were 
invited to join the open morning to see the completed 
allotment and to judge a scarecrow competition. 

 
The allotment is flourishing. The children’s enthusiasm 
was evident, the beds were bursting with a variety of 
vegetables, including a promising pumpkin crop, 
thereby justifying the grant. They have also installed 
several bird feeders and nest boxes extending the 
range of their interests. The completed allotment is an 
impressive example of learning through the 
environment. 
The scarecrow competition, although an enjoyable 
experience, was very difficult to judge as the range of 
subjects and materials the children had used was both  

 
 
imaginative and resourceful. The scarecrows had been 
placed along a trail through the woodland giving the 
visitors the opportunity to see them in natural 
situations and to appreciate the children’s hard work. 
In spite of a very wet day spirits were not dampened, 
the visitors we met were complimentary and full of 
praise with what they saw as an extension of the 
children’s learning.  It was an informative and fun day 
for all. 
Sue Stuart  
Chair, Schools Team 
 

A Legacy of the Plant Hunters in the New 
Forest - Furzey Gardens 
 

In the heart of the New Forest near the village of 
Minstead, Furzey Gardens is a haven of tranquility.  
The gardens are an informal woodland garden with a 
strong affinity to the New Forest and its character.  
Since 1986, the Minstead Training Trust, which owns 
these gardens, has provided many learning 
opportunities for young adults with learning difficulties 
and provided them with support to enable them to live 
independently in the community.  These young people 
help maintain the gardens and are given hands on 
horticultural training, they also help in the café, art 
gallery and shop.  
 
The gardens at Furzey were started in 1922 by Bertram 
(Bay) Dalrymple who had recently come to England 
from Australia with his family.  He bought the land at 
Furzey and had a large, thatched house built, claimed 
for many years to be the largest thatched roof in the 
New Forest. Within the gardens, there already existed 
a sixteenth century New Forest cobb cottage (now 
restored), believed to have been built in 1560 with 
boat timbers brought from Lymington.   
 
Bay had two brothers and one of them, Gerald Hew 
bought land at nearby Bartley. He established a 
nursery which became one of the most important and 
respected nurseries in the horticultural world at that 
time. Many good plants available to this day, originally 
came from Bartley Nurseries. Hew was a well-known 
breeder of Fuchsias, Auriculas and Primula.  Reginald, 
the third brother went in to the army but Bay and Hew, 
both short in stature (under five feet) were too short 
to join the army.  
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The gardens were built on what had been pasture land 
surrounded by the trees of the Forest. Over £7,000 was 
spent on grubbing out the rough gorse and importing 
good topsoil, brought by horse and cart, before the 
gardens were laid out.  Much of the area, mainly the 
lower part of the garden, was wet and soggy but the 
upper part well-drained.  These conditions are much 
the same today.  
 
The gardens were initially started on the south slope 
nearest to the house and at first consisted mainly of 
daffodils, Ericas and herbaceous plants planted in the 
1920's. According to the records, shrubs and trees 
were introduced in the 1930's.  Many of the plants first 
grown in the gardens were supplied by Hew from the 
Bartley Nurseries.  At this time, there were many plant 
hunting expeditions going on overseas and Hew 
Dalrymple along with other local landowners such as 
Lionel de Rothschild from Exbury, helped sponsor both 
George Forrest and Frank Kingdon-Ward on their 
travels.  Seeds and plant material brought back from 
these expeditions would be germinated and grown on 
in the nursery. Some of the plants would have been 
sent to the gardens at Furzey. It is believed that the 
Dalrymple brothers were very competitive and 
anecdotal reports suggest that the strongest plants 
were kept by the nursery with less robust plants being 
sent to Furzey! 
 
Both Forrest and Kingdon-Ward were important plant 
hunters in the early 20th century with different 
approaches to plant hunting and collecting. Forrest 
was more systematic concentrating on specific districts 
but Kingdon-Ward was more wide ranging in his 
explorations. Many of the plants first introduced by 
Forrest and Kingdon-Ward can still be found in the 
gardens, such as several Rhododendron and Primula 
species including at least two of the original 
introductions.  
 
The evidence providing the provenance for the gardens 
and the plants first grown and introduced in them is 
convincing and tangible. Arthur Knowlton, gardener in 
the 1950's and 60's, kept detailed records of plants in 
the gardens. He listed where they were in the gardens, 
dates of planting and accession numbers where 
available. These records are held by the gardens, in a 
notebook known as 'Arthur's Book'.  Many of the 
original lead plant labels, some with accession 
numbers, have been found over the years by gardeners 
and still turn up to this day, especially when renovation 

work is being carried out. These are also held at the 
gardens.  

 
 
After Bay died in 1941, the gardens were inherited by 
his brother Reginald and after his death in 1957, they 
became increasingly run down.  In 1972 the gardens 
were almost lost to provide land for new housing.   Tim 
Selwood, now Chair of Furzey Gardens Charitable 
Trust, bought the gardens and restoration began.  
Today, although the gardens have developed, they are 
much as they were originally laid out.  A lake and water 
gardens, developed since 1974, exploits the 
opportunity to grow moisture loving plants.  
In 2012, the gardens entered the first show garden 
ever to be built by a Learning Disability team, at the 
Chelsea Flower Show.  Designed by Chris Beardshaw, 
Patron of the Trust, the garden won a Gold Medal.  
 

 
 

In the words on their website, Furzey Gardens are 'a 
haven of peace and tranquility in the heart of the New 
Forest'. 
 
These gardens are unique, they are a fine example of 
an informal woodland garden with an international 
reputation through the links with George Forrest and 
Frank Kingdon-Ward.  They are well worth a visit.  
 
Lesley Wilson  
Dip. Hort. 
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Library News 
 
The New Year signals the opportunity to start a new 
selection of books for the HGT-Hutton library within 
the Hartley Library at the University of Southampton.  
During the past year we have acquired nearly fifty new 
titles; about half were purchased with HGT funds and 
the remainder were generously donated by members 
and friends of the HGT. 
 
Some significant titles, recently acquired, are: 
Mark Laird, A Natural History of English Gardens; John 
Harvey, Early Gardening Catalogues; R T Gunther, Early 
British Botanists and their Gardens; John Evelyn, 
Directions for the Gardener and other Horticultural 
Advice; the Hon. Alicia Amherst, A History of Gardening 
in England (1896 edition); V Remington, Painting 
Paradise: the Art of the Garden (Exhibition publication 
2015). 
 
Subjects ranged from designers (Percy Cane, the 
Nesfields, Frank Lloyd Wright, Humphry Repton, Nora 
Lindsay) to gardens (Irish Demesnes, American, 
Hampshire-the Grange); style (Regency, Medieval, 
Botanic, English Landscape) and plant hunters (William 
and Thomas Lobb, the early French Fathers in China, 
and the explorers of the New World). 
  
We are always looking for suggestions from members.  
Please let us know if you have read a good book 
recently which covers our subject range i.e. designers, 
botanists, plant hunters, conservation and restoration 
of gardens and landscapes, public parks, general 
garden history and specific gardens anywhere which 
have a historical significance.  Preference is given to 
books of a historical or scholarly content and particular 
preference goes to books about gardens and 
landscapes in Hampshire or books written by HGT 
members. 
 
If you are willing to share your thoughts with the HGT, 
please feel free to write your own review and email it 
to Caroline (see address below) who will post it in the 
Book Review section of our website.  It does not need 
to be long or analytical – just your thoughts, good or 
bad!  Perhaps you know a book which would make a 
good Christmas present, if so, do share it with us. 
 
Happy reading! 
Valerie Joynt, Honorary Librarian 
valerie.joynt@joynt.co.uk            admin@hgt.org.uk 

The Association of Friends Groups 
 
Members of the Association of Friends Group which 
was set up by the Trust several years ago, meet twice a 
year to share their experiences and expertise with each 
other.  At the last meeting in November, 2015, 10 of 
the members met at Petersfield Physic Garden and 
presented their reports.  
 
At Petersfield Physic Garden the number of volunteers 
has risen and now includes some younger helpers.  
There is a big problem with one of the perimeter walls, 
which is leaning alarmingly and has been temporarily 
supported with buttresses until rather more expensive 
and extensive repairs can be carried out. HGT is in the 
process of taking over ownership of the Garden from 
the Buildings Preservation Trust, following which an 
application for a ‘small’ lottery grant will be made to 
finance the repairs. 
 

 
Petersfield Physic Garden wall needing repair 

 
 
The Friends of The Crescent Garden, Alverstoke also 
had a good year, raising money with a June Garden 
Party, a Heritage Open Day and plant sales, which has 
enabled them to buy a new garden shed.  Two young 
volunteers from WRAGS (Work and Re-train As a 
Gardener Scheme) have recently joined the Friends 
and the garden has achieved the Green Flag Award 
again this year. A new irrigation system is being 
planned in the budget for 2016. The Garden is open to 
the public every day and if you have not already seen 
it, a visit will charm. 
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At Townhill Park House Gardens, Southampton, (in 
the grounds of the Gregg School) the on-going repairs 
to the pergola in the sunken garden designed by 
Gertrude Jekyll continue, with 44 of the 56 damaged 
pillars in the pergola have now been repaired.  The 
Trust has supported this work with small grants.  
Money is raised at four Open Days a year, with many 
attractions such as Regency dancing, vintage cars, live 
music groups, a history exhibition, plant sales and the 
sale of tea, coffee and cakes. 
The Friends had a good year in 2015 and the opening 
dates for 2016 will be put onto the HGT’s web site, and 
a visit to the restored Gertrude Jekyll sunken garden 
will not disappoint. 
 

 
Repairing the pillars at Townhill Park 

 
The Friends of Hyde Abbey Garden, Winchester, have 
purchased a lime tree which will be planted in early 
Spring in memory of Roger Brown (see also Gilly 
Drummond’s memorial, on page No. 7). Kim Wilkie, 
who designed the garden, continues to be very 
supportive and gave a talk on its history at the King 
Alfred weekend, Hyde, in October. 
 
Lots of new planting has been carried out at the 
Porter’s Garden, Portsmouth Dockyard. Funds come 
from a grant from the Dockyard Gardens Trust and 
plants are always available for purchase in the Garden. 
A lot of re-building is scheduled in the immediate 
vicinity of the Garden which is likely to make the green 
space even more of a relaxing area to walk through. 
 
At Orchard Close, Hayling Island, which is the garden 
of a respite care home run by Hampshire County 
Council, a plant sale spilled out onto the nearby 
pavements and was a great success, as many members 
of the public became aware for the first time of the 
beneficial nature of the garden.  

The Friends of King John’s Garden, Romsey, 
celebrated their 20th Anniversary in July, 2015 with  
Southampton Operatic Society providing the 
entertainment and David Stone, formerly Head 
Gardener at Mottisfont, offering advice on the pruning 
of roses. An Apple Day is planned for October 2016, 
when Chris Bird of Sparsholt Agricultural College will 
identify apples and give advice.  
 
The Friends of Southampton Old Cemetery will be 
celebrating the 170th anniversary of the cemetery on 
7th May this year. Money raised in 2015 will enable 
repairs to be carried out to graves, including some of 
the 124 war graves and the Friends have already paid 
for the restoration of the Boer War Memorial. 
 
The Friends of the Gazebo Garden, Havant, was 
welcomed to the November meeting as a new member 
of the Association.  A Gazebo stood in the garden of a 
former manor house dating from 1779, which now lies 
in the middle of a car park. A garden of about fifteen 
square metres has been created around it and is being 
planted in 18th Century style. 
 
News about Dean Garnier Garden is below. 
 
Finally, the meetings are looked upon as valuable, as 
each Group has a unique approach to its task of 
restoration and maintenance, although there are also 
common factors. Ideas can be exchanged on planting, 
designing, fund-raising and the treatment of plants.  
If there are any HGT members reading this who think 
they might like to join a Friends Group – or even 
introduce a garden we don’t yet know about ... please 
contact Caroline Hubble, who will let you know who to 
approach. 
    
From a Report by Peter Wilkinson, 2015 
 

20 Years of Dean Garnier Garden  
                                                        1996-2015 
 
The Friends of Dean Garnier Garden, which is situated 
in Winchester Cathedral Close, celebrated its 20th 
anniversary in 2015.  Before the AGM in October, 
Emma Sharpe, Head Gardener of the Cathedral, gave 
an inspiring talk on how she became a professional 
gardener. Though Emma is not directly involved with 
the Dean Garnier Garden, she is keen when asked to 
assist the Friends with her expertise.  The Anniversary 
was then celebrated and it was good to have several 
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Friends present, who have been with the project 
almost from the beginning, and to welcome Jennifer 
Harmer, who had researched Dean Garnier and the 
plants that would have been available in the early-mid-
19th century.  Sadness, too, remembering those 
Friends who were no longer with us, in particular Roger 
Brown, who not only been with the project from the 
beginning but then became a Trustee for many years. 
And although he had lost his sight a few years ago, he 
continued to come all the AGMs and summer parties. 
 
However, the highlight of the occasion was the cutting 
of a celebratory cake, specially made for the Friends by 
Diana Robbins. As you can see from the photographs, 
the cake was quite amazing! We had asked for a bit of 
green icing to represent the garden and Diana 
delivered with not only green icing but especially rough 
green icing, acquired via the internet, to represent the 
grass area, together with a medlar tree and its fruit. 
Oh, and stone walls, too, representing the surrounds of 
the garden, the white border complete with butterflies 
and a chocolate cake to represent the soil! All, bar the 
wire branches of the medlar tree, was edible. 
 

 
Cutting the cake: Emma Sharpe with  

Dean James Attwell 
 

As is the custom, all Friends were invited to attend 
Evensong that evening which this year was also 
attended by young hopeful choristers, who had been 
at an open event.  And again, as usual, one of our 
Trustees read a Lesson. 

The garden was closed to the public for nearly three 
months at the time of the Christmas Market and ice 
Rink, but the volunteer gardeners keep it tidy during 
this time and the Garden is now open again. Plans for 
the year are to re-design and re-plant some of the 
beds. 

 

The 20th Anniversary Cake made by Diana Robbins 

In the next issue we hope to be able to report on the 
installation of a plaque commissioned to 
commemorate the gardening dean, Dean Garnier, after 
whom the Garden is named. 
 
Janet Hurrell 
Trustee, Friends of Dean Garnier 
 

Membership of the Trust 
The Hampshire Gardens Trust is the only voluntary 
organisation in the County to identify the needs and 
opportunities to conserve, protect and enhance the 
County’s rich heritage of parks, gardens and 
designed green spaces.  We offer expert, free advice 
and appropriate grants to raise awareness of the 
value of these special places. 
Membership offers you: 

 

 Your chance to have an input into  
conserving Hampshire’s green heritage for 
future generations 

 

 The satisfaction of helping the young to 
appreciate the value of private and public 
gardens, both ornamental and productive 

 

 An opportunity to use your skills working 
alongside those committed to the same goals 

 

 Garden visits and lectures, where you can 
meet other members socially 

 
In addition: You will have access to the respected 
Hutton HGT Library with its wide spectrum of books on 
gardens and gardening, housed in the Hartley Library, 
Southampton University 
For an application form please visit: www.hgt.org.uk 
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Sarisbury Court and its Role in the  
re-training of Disabled Ex-Servicemen 
after the First World War 

This is a summary of some research that throws new 
light on the history of a former estate of some 220 
acres (c. 90ha) on the east bank of the Hamble River.  
The mansion lay on rising ground about half a mile 
from the river and there was a large walled kitchen 
garden on the river bank. The grounds were 
landscaped in the mid-19th century, possibly by Joseph 
Paxton. Later in the century, the valley to the north-
east of the mansion was laid out in a series of terraced 
lakes created by damming a tributary of the Hamble 
and landscaped with cascades and rocky outcrops of 
artificial rocks made by Pulham and Co. The mansion 
(then called Holly Hill House) was gutted by fire in 
1880, the estate was sold and bought by Quintin Hogg, 
founder of the London Polytechnic. Hogg built a Tudor-
style house on the site of the previous mansion and 
renamed it Sarisbury Court, using it as a venue for 
weekend and summer schools. In 1884 the new house 
was partially destroyed by fire, the estate sold on and 
eventually in 1900 it came into the ownership of  
Southampton brewer William Garton (famous as the 
producer of HP Sauce!).  He restored the mansion but 
estate land to the east, which included the terraced 
lakes, was sold and a new Holly Hill house was built 
there. That house was purchased by Fareham Borough 
Council in 1954 as an old people’s home. Part of the 
landscape survives as Holly Hill Woodland Park. The 
history of that site can be found on our research 
website http://research.hgt.org.uk/item/holly-hill-
woodland-park/ .  
 
Meanwhile, in 1917, Sarisbury Court was sold to the US 
Government for use as a military (Red Cross) hospital 
and rehabilitation centre.  Known as the Barrow Unit 
after its Senior Medical Officer, David Barrow MD, the 
staff all came from Lexington, Kentucky. The hospital 
was intended to be the largest US Base Hospital in 
Europe, with 3000 beds planned. Permanent concrete 
and wooden buildings were erected in the gardens and 
park adjacent to the house. Several large wards with 
aisles big enough to drive ambulances down brought 
the wounded arriving from Southampton Docks. An 
estate plan of c.1900, overlaid with a later tracing 
shows the scale of the planned building for the hospital 
(Fig. 1). Rectangular blocks linked by a grid of straight 
paths and covered walkways almost surround the 
house, covering the gardens and park. Clearly, its use 
as an American hospital was short-lived and after the 

war ended it was sold back to the British government.  
The facilities and infrastructure left by the Americans 
made it an ideal site for the Ministry of Labour to set 
up a rehabilitation and training centre for disabled ex-
servicemen keen to learn trades ranging from boat 
building and carpentry, through metal working and 
plumbing to a Wheelwright’s Shop.  Facilities for the 
trainees included a bowling green and tennis courts, 
boating, fishing and a well-equipped theatre.   
 

 
Fig.1 Detail from estate plan c. 1900 showing Sarisbury Court (in 

red) and drawn on plans for the new buildings.  
 Hampshire Record Office (HRO) 56M97/1. 

 
An aerial photograph of 1927 shows the extent of the 
buildings, however there were only ever some 270 
students and staff, so they must have rattled round like 
loose peas (Fig. 2).There are few descriptions of life at 
the Centre but one case that came before the local 
magistrate records that the Hambledon bridge toll-
keeper tried to charge the ‘wheeled vehicle’ toll for a 
soldier student in a wheelchair. In protest, the students 
threw the bridge toll gates into the river!   
 

 
Fig. 2 Aerial view of Sarisbury Court training centre, 1927. 

 HRO 200A07/269. 

 
Most interesting is that in addition to the trades listed 
above, there was a Horticultural Section, based in the 
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large mid-19th century kitchen garden on the shores of 
the Hamble (Fig. 3). A sales brochure dated 1927 
recreates what the trainee gardeners would have 
experienced. The horticultural garden was ‘4 ½ acres in 
extent, about 2 ¼ acres of which is walled and stocked 
with Pears, Plums, Cherries, Figs, Apples, and Bush 
Fruit’. The range and size of the heated glasshouses in 
the garden is astonishing.  The brochure lists a Peach 
House, a Tomato House, a Palm House, a Cucumber 
House, a Carnation House and two Vineries, all 35 to 
42 feet long.  In addition there were two smaller Green 
Houses and hot and cold frames. Outbuildings included 
a Fruit Store and Mushroom House. A section of the 
walled garden can be seen bottom right in Fig. 2.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig 3. Detail from plans 
with sales brochure, 1927. 
The Horticultural Gardens 
on the Hamble, showing 
range of glass and other 
structures.  
HRO 200A07/269. 

 
The Horticultural Instructor at the Centre, Mr Cole, 
wrote a reference for one trainee listing his skills in the  
cultivation of ‘Vines, Peaches, Tomatoes, Melons and 
Cucumber under Glass’. However, no other personal 
records have been found so far and it would be 
fascinating to discover whether any of the trainees 
(who came from all over the country), went on to 
secure jobs as gardeners. If any reader has 
information, do let the author know. Interestingly, Mr 
Cole was still on site and the tenant of the gardens 
after the Centre had closed in the early 1920s.The 
walled part of this garden still exists and is now 
occupied by a private residence with pool and tennis 
court.  After the Centre closed, the Government sold 
off the estate in Lots for development, and the 
buildings were demolished. Sarisbury Court itself was 
also demolished in 1927 and the rubble used as 
foundation for the Titchfield by-pass on the A27.  
 
Sally Miller, 
Chair, Research Group 
 

Sources: HRO; private correspondence  

Heritage, Identity and Place 
 
The Royal Society of Arts (RSA) is collaborating with 
the Heritage Lottery Fund to better understand the 
links between heritage and identity at the local scale.  
The RSA has analysed over 100 datasets to produce a 
Heritage Index to help people understand local 
heritage assets and activities, and access relevant 
data through a single site.  Data ranges from the 
length of canals and size of protected wildlife sites, 
through to the number of historic local businesses 
and the proportion of residents visiting museums and 
archives. 
 
The Index is designed to stimulate debate about what 
is valued from the past, and how that influences the 
identity of its current residents.  This can help a place 
achieve its aspirations to grow and prosper, socially 
and economically. 
 
I am a ‘Heritage Ambassador’ for Hampshire, one of a 
number of Fellows of the RSA who have an interest in 
heritage and the local community.  If you would like 
to contribute to the conversation please find out 
more by visiting this link to the RSA’s website and 
contact me with your contributions.  
 
http://tinyurl.com/odb3smw 
Rachel Bebb 
rachel@gardengallery.uk.com  01794 301144 

 
 

Historic Gardens of Hampshire 
 

Professor Timothy Mowl will give a talk – ‘From 
Grene Mede to Dream Meadow’ Discoveries in 
the Hampshire Landscape’ about his new book 
The Historic Gardens of England: Hampshire: the 
planning, the encounters with owners and the 
exciting discoveries he has made with co-author, 
Jane Whitaker – including Alexander Pope acting 
as Apollo in a grotto to nine sisters as Muses in 
his thrall! 
 

The evening will include a book signing and 
refreshments – Tickets: £12.50 

 
To apply for tickets and an advanced copy of 

the  book – visit our website at 
http://www.hgt.org.uk 
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Book Review: Great Gardens of London 
 
Text by Victoria Summerley 
Photographs by Marianne Majerus and  
                                                Hugo Rittson-Thomas 
Publisher: Francis Lincoln Ltd. 2015 pp. 208 
Price £30*  ISBN978-0-7112-3611-0 
*(Now often to be found at £20) 
 
This substantial coffee table book (it weighs in at 
around two kilos) is sumptuously illustrated and 
contains a sometimes quirky selection of great gardens 
in London.  However you can admire but rarely 
experience.  Thirty gardens are featured but thirteen 
are totally private, nine are occasionally open (by 
arrangement or under the National Gardens Scheme) 
and only the remaining eight are more accessible.   The 
horticultural equivalent, perhaps, of those gorgeous 
cookery books we drool over all the time knowing that 
we are never going to cook any of the recipes! 

The chapter headings are enticing. ‘Pomp and 
Circumstance’ includes royal gardens past (Eltham 
Palace) and present (Clarence House) and political 
gardens (Downing Street and Winfield House). ‘Wild in 
the City’ is the most eclectic and fascinating selection. 
It includes a sub-tropical garden in Islington, the 
‘cabinet of curiosities’ that is the mid-18th century 
Malplaquet House and its garden on the Mile End 
Road, and the Downings Road Floating Gardens of 
Bermondsey. The latter (a great project that is under 
threat) is a little under-served by the photography. An 
aerial shot would have displayed it superbly.  The 
chapter ‘Gardeners’ Worlds’ includes some of the most 
accessible gardens: the well-known (Chelsea Physic 
Garden) and unknown (the Bushy Park allotments). I 
was personally pleased to see included the Old English 
Garden in Battersea Park, now beautifully restored. 
The horticultural therapy charity Thrive works in this 
and two other gardens within the Park.  I was a Thrive 
volunteer before I moved to Winchester and if we took 
a work party to the Old English Garden, the first task 
was to patrol it with a litter-picker looking for 
discarded needles and other drug debris.  It is always 
heartening to see how a public garden can be brought 
back from the brink – and a reminder that they are 
again under threat from funding cutbacks.  
 
The last two chapters: ‘High Rise Retreats’ and ‘Private 
Paradises’ describe mostly out-of-bounds gardens 
(unless you have wealthy business, celebrity or 
aristocratic acquaintances!). They are written in a  

flattering ‘Country Life’ style but the choices do reveal 
passionate owners and enterprising head gardeners. 
There are some surprises too. Who knew about the 
Coutts Skyline Garden in Charing Cross? Windswept, 
pigeon pestered, very narrow terraces at roof level 
contain a Herb Garden, Kitchen Garden, Fruit Garden 
and Cottage Garden. Look up next time you’re passing.  
It is clear that this book is aimed at the knowledgeable 
plantsman or woman as the text is full of lists of plants 
with both botanical and common names given, but this 
is not always consistent throughout. It is also a little 
irritating that the text is peppered with ‘box (Buxus)’ 
and ‘yew (Taxus)’ while the botanical names of some 
less well-known  plants are not given. There is also 
some plant ‘one-upmanship’. On spotting a strawberry 
tree the author asks ‘Is that Arbutus unedo?’ ‘No’ 
comes the reply ‘too boring, it’s A. menziesii’.  There is 
no further elucidation and I am sure many of you 
plantsmen will know it but I had to look it up!  
 
Almost all the gardens have interesting histories, some 
stretching back centuries and snippets enhance the 
interest of the text. But it is the lavish colour 
photography that makes this book: half to three-
quarters of every page is occupied by sunlight-flooded 
images.  Admire and dream! 
 
Sally Miller, 
Chair, Research Group 




