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Chairman’s Message 
At a time when the UK seems to be in the process of distancing itself somewhat from 
our EU friends, I thought it might be appropriate to include an affectionate quote from 
the great German novelist, Stefan Zweig, about the importance of gardening to the 
English. 

"Millions of English people, the allegedly so unromantic English, are, at weekends or 
after work, found labouring in their garden or allotment.  In this gardening, this daily 
activity that is not sport, nor work, nor a game but where all these activities gradually 
coalesce, the English learn their solidarity; social differences disappear, the distance 
between rich and poor is abolished – this is the source of the marvellous calm the 
English people enjoy." 

At this time of year, at the depths of winter, the therapeutic benefits of next year's 
gardening experiences are at their most alluring, so I must alert members to the 
enhanced garden visits programme being prepared for 2017 by Jill Walmsley and her 
Events Team.  We have definitely had unmet demand in recent years and I do hope 
members will enjoy the greater choice and variety of garden visits coming up for next 
year. 

New Charitable Status 
Many members will know that the Trust achieved CIO status (Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation) which gives us for the first time limited liability. This will enable us to 
take over the freehold of the Petersfield Physic Garden and put in a bid to the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for a grant to pay for a major restoration project, and in particular to 
straighten up one of the historic walls along the side of the garden which has 
developed a serious lean and is now propped up with wooden planks.  As part of our 
new structure, we now have Trustees serving limited terms on a new Committee which 
replaces our previous Executive Committee. We were also very pleased to welcome as 
new Trustees the former Police Commissioner for Hampshire, Simon Hayes, Jill 
Walmsley, who has been running our Events Programme for two years, Rosie Yeomans, 
a retired lecturer at Sparsholt College and Colin Mattingly, the Honorary Secretary of 
the Petersfield Physic Garden. 
Peter Andreae 
  

Volunteer Wanted 
The Trust would like to find a Volunteer member to act as back-up to our Administrator 
when on holiday or at any other time needed. Living near the office at Jermyns House, 
Ampfield would be advantageous so that a couple of visits may be made during a 
week. Please contact Caroline, our Administrator for further details.  

Email: admin@hgt.org.uk    Telephone: 01794 367752 
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Hampshire Gardens Trust and the  
National body, The Gardens Trust 
 

The Association of Gardens Trusts, the national body of 
all the County Gardens Trusts (CGTs), merged with the 
Garden History Society (GHS) in July, 2015, to become 
The Gardens Trust. It was a necessary move to 
strengthen the voice of both organisations to be the 
conservation body for historic parks and gardens in the 
UK.  Since then, many of the CGTs have taken on the role 
of responding to planning applications that were 
previously dealt with by GHS, as well as advising owners 
and planners at an early stage, based on the research 
knowledge of the site. 

One of the major concerns countrywide is the on-going 
decline in the maintenance of public parks, one of the 
main reasons for which is that their maintenance is not a 
statutory duty for Local Councils. A Government Select 
Committee inquiry into public parks took place in July. 
The Gardens Trust submitted a memorandum, drawing 
attention to the social, environmental and economic 
benefits of well-maintained parks (see also page 4). 

Collaboration between like-minded organisations such 
as CPRE and various other similar Trusts was 
recommended and to log whether a District has a Local 
and Neighbourhood Plan in place and if so, the major 
points affecting development.  

The Gardens Trust slogan of ‘Research/Conserve/ 
Campaign’ should encourage our Trust to review some 
of its priorities and ways of working. If you have any 
ideas or useful contacts – we need to hear from you. 
Janet Hurrell 

 Conservation and Development  
Team News 
 

As you will know from previous News items, due to 
resignations the Conservation and Development Team (C 
& D Team) has been struggling to provide the service 
that County Gardens Trusts have been asked to carry out  
to respond to planning applications affecting historic 
parks and gardens both listed or on the Local Planning 
Lists. The necessary historic garden research is readily 
available and help can be given in how to respond to 
applications requiring comment, but a background in 

landscape design, planning or architecture in general is 
obviously very advantageous. If you think you might be 
able to assist or know some who could be approached to 
help out, do contact Caroline in the office. 

North Stoneham, Eastleigh: 1000 new homes are 
planned for some of the historic parkland of North 
Stoneham, which is believed to be partly designed by 
Capability Brown. As you will have read in one of our 
previous magazines, HGT has been keeping a keen eye 
on this development. At the recent display of the current 
plan, Gilly Drummond and Tony Hurrell agreed that 
whilst improvements had been made to the original 
design there were still some concerns on the detail and 
the C & D Team is keeping a sharp eye to ensure that the 
view from the WW1 Shrine through to St Nicholas 
Church, is maintained. 

Compton Place (Shawford nr, Winchester): our web site 
reports on the erection last July of Information Boards 
for this historic site, which HGT helped to provide. 
Unfortunately a short time after they were put in place, 
vandals did their worst on the metal supports. Luckily 
the damage was not major and Mint Signs, the 
providers, were able to strengthen the framework. But 
what do vandals get from such pointless destruction? 
Who knows ..... 

 

The Information Board, Compton Place in July 2016 
 

Very recently we heard that Vicki Jordan, a stalwart 
member of the Team and a talented landscape designer 
who from the Trust’s early days was involved with many 
successful HGT projects, has taken off for the Gower 
Peninsula, where one of her aspirations will be to design 
and create a ‘beach-side’ garden for herself. The C & D 
Team hosted a farewell lunch for her recently, and she 
leaves with all our affection and the Trust’s good wishes 
for the future.  

 
Janet Hurrell 
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Research Group News 
 
The Research Group has been busy since our last report, 
not least with the ‘Capability’ Brown Festival that 
marked the tercentenary of his birth in 1716. We 
undertook to mount a free summer exhibition on Brown 
at Hampshire Record Office and started working on this 
at the beginning of the year researching and writing the 
text, sourcing images and quotations. We had invaluable 
editorial help from Sue Gordon and really excellent 
design work from Sharon Cluett (both Sue and Sharon 
have helped in the past to produce the HGT magazine). 
We produced seven large printed panels that outlined 
the huge range and scale of Brown’s work, and then 
focused on the sites in Hampshire where he is known to 
have worked. (Sheila Carey-Thomas, a member of the 
project team, has written more about the exhibition, see 
page 5). The exhibition is now at Sparsholt College 
where we hope it will interest the horticultural students. 
This was the first public exhibition the research group 
has mounted and the process was at times stressful but 
also fun, and we were pleased with the final ‘product’ – 
we may do one again!  
 
Another Brown project was to research and write a tree 
trail booklet for the Sir Harold Hillier Gardens (still 
available in the gardens), which identifies some of the 
key trees and shrubs Brown might have planted, telling 
their stories. Dee Clift of the research group and a 
volunteer at the Gardens did a lot of work on this project 
– an example of the range of expertise we have in the 
group.  
 

Public Parks Project 
Our project to review and record the condition of 
Hampshire’s public parks began in the spring. A Report 
of our findings compiled by Dee, can be seen on page 4. 
This is a major project that will take us some time to 
complete and is in addition to our ‘regular’ research 
work, adding to and updating the Hampshire Register of 
Historic Parks and Garden. If you have not looked at our 
website lately, follow this link -   
http://research.hgt.org.uk/ 

 

Group visits 
Our research group site visits are designed to improve 
our knowledge and understanding of all things 
associated with historic parks and gardens. In May we 
went to Wilton House where we studied the remnants of 
the historic landscape, starting with the early 17th 

century garden designed by Inigo Jones and Isaac de 
Caus. We then had a very enjoyable visit to the Coade 
workshop on the Wilton Estate, where original Coade 
stone garden statuary and ornaments made between 
1769 and 1843 are restored, and new pieces made. 
 

 
Watching a new Coade stone lion being freed from his mould  

 
 In August we had a private visit to the Kew Gardens 
archives and herbarium to view material from the Sir 
Joseph Hooker archive, focusing on his plant collecting 
expeditions to the Himalayas, and his introduction of 
numerous new species of rhododendrons. We viewed 
just a portion of the whole –  letters and journals, maps 
and sketch books and the paintings and prints made of 
the plants he introduced to cultivation here, all expertly 
explained by the Kew archivists. The archivists are 
currently transcribing and digitising all the written 
material from this archive, which will then be available 
free on their website.   
 

 
At Kew 

 
Sally Miller 
Chair, Research Group 

 

http://research.hgt.org.uk/
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The Urban Parks Research Project 
 

The year 2016 is the twentieth anniversary of the 
creation of the Urban Parks Programme by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLF). This programme has so far invested 
over £800 million pounds of National Lottery money into 
more than 800 public parks across the country, including 
Central Parks in Southampton and the War Memorial 
Park in Basingstoke. Following the setting up of this 
programme in 1996, Hampshire County Council 
commissioned an Urban Parks Study, which covered six 
of its thirteen Districts and provided information 
valuable for identifying those parks of significant 
historical interest and possible candidates for Heritage 
Lottery funding bids.  

This year the HGT Research Group launched a project to 
update the 1996 survey, with a view to recording 
changes that have taken place during the past 20 years. 
During that time, HLF funding has helped raise the 
profile of public parks, restoring and revitalizing many 
across the country, but with local authorities now facing 
serious budget cuts, funding for parks can be one of the 
first services to suffer. We piloted the project in Gosport 
in 2014, with pairs of researchers carrying out on-site 
surveys and updating the 1996 findings.  

Focus on Fareham 
This summer we surveyed eleven parks in the Fareham 
area.  A checklist focused on the facilities and features of 
each park, its historical development, its community and 
wildlife value, and its general overall condition and use 
compared to 1996. The parks in the survey range from a 
0.4 hectare small recreation ground (King George V 
Playing Fields in Locks Heath) to Holly Hill Woodland 
Park north of Warsash which covers 35 hectares. Barry's 
Meadow in Titchfield and Sarisbury Green both occupy 
land which formed part of an old village common or 
green, whilst Blackbrook Recreation Ground, a delightful 
small park on the edge of Fareham, was created on 
former agricultural land.  

Several parks, such as Bath Lane, Eastern Parade, 
Seafield Park, and The Gillies, take advantage of 
Fareham's waterside location, providing views out and 
more specialised wildlife habitats. Four parks can trace 
their roots back to former large estates, though often 
showing little signs of their former splendour: Seafield 
Park Recreation Ground, now a 3-hectare playing field, 
was part of the 34-hectare Seafield Park estate at Hill 
Head;  Stubbington Recreation Ground, a rectangular 

park in an urban setting, once formed part of the 
Stubbington House estate, and some mature parkland 
trees can still be seen. Park Lane Recreation Ground is 
sited in the lower half of the former Uplands estate, 
which once belonged to Samuel Jellicoe, a member of 
the famous naval family. Fareham Borough Council has 
plans to develop an Arboretum, by adding to the mature 
trees that are already there. 

 
In terms of historical significance, Holly Hill Woodland 
Park is probably the most important. Originally part of 
the Sarisbury Court estate, it was extensively landscaped 
in the nineteenth century, and a series of terraced lakes, 
cascades and a grotto created, lined with rocky outcrops 
of Pulhamite (for more about Pulhamite see page 11). 
The woodland walks, mature ornamental trees including 
tree ferns and redwoods, and the views out to the River 
Hamble make Holly Hill a delight to visit. 
 

 

Holly Hill 

Survey Results 
Overall, researchers found a marked improvement in the 
condition, attractiveness and facilities provided in the 
majority of the parks since the 1996 survey. Many parks 
had management plans in progress, but equally 
important was local community involvement, with 
Friends groups and volunteers helping out with vital 
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general maintenance. With possible future cuts in 
funding, local participation may become even more 
important if we want our public parks to thrive.  
Our survey suggests that, for example, the sunken 
rockery garden at Holly Hill Woodland Park could benefit 
hugely from the active involvement of a Friends group.  
If you are interested in setting up a Friends Group for 
your local park, do get in touch with the Trust; we would 
be delighted to hear from you. The gazetteers have now 
been written up and updated, and can be consulted on 
the HGT Research website http://research.hgt.org.uk/.  

A final comment is that the maintenance of our public 
parks in the light of dwindling local authority funding 
signifies the almost complete disappearance of directly 
employed and knowledgeable park gardeners. We have 
noticed that maintenance now mainly now consists of 
clipping and trimming, rather than including the hitherto 
ambitious and forward-looking plans for development. 

Our next focus will be Havant in the spring of 2017, so if 
you are interested in helping with the survey, please get 
in contact with Sally Miller via the HGT office. 
Dee Clift 
Member of the Research Group 
 

More about Lancelot ‘Capability’ 
Brown 
 
At the end of June, the Research Group mounted an 
exhibition on Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, in the foyer of 
Hampshire Record Office in Winchester. Charting his 
early beginnings and the amazing scope of his ideas, the 
exhibition concentrated on the work he did in 
Hampshire, including archive details of landscapes now 
lost to us. The exhibition opened with a lunchtime 
lecture given by Sally Miller.  Sally’s focus was on Brown 
the man, and in her lively and engaging talk managed to 
give life to a personality of which little is known or 
recorded. 
In July, Susan Campbell **, who has been researching 
and writing about kitchen gardens for many years, gave 
an equally fascinating lecture about the research she has 
been doing to uncover kitchen gardens designed by 
Brown. The kitchen garden was as much a component of 
the country house estate as the pleasure grounds, the 
walks and the parkland, and Brown included kitchen 
gardens in his landscapes, a fact that has been largely 
overlooked. 

Judging by the comments in the visitor’s book the 
exhibition was warmly received as shown in some of the 
comments. 

“Congratulations to the team – the display was 
marvellous! Well done.” 
“Very interesting, informative and well-presented 
exhibition – congratulations to the Hampshire 
Gardens Trust researchers and graphic designer.” 
 “What a joy to view these lovely pictures. A 
stimulation for the imagination with the information, 
so interested to learn about C. Brown’s local work.” 
 

On 30 September the exhibition moved to Sparsholt 
College Horticultural Faculty. 
Sheila Carey-Thomas 
Member of the Research Group 

 

 
At Hampshire Record Office 

 

** Susan Campbell is co-founder of The Walled 
Kitchen Gardens Network -www.walledgardens.net 

 

From Hampshire Cultural Trust: 
Roger Brown’s Model of Winchester 
 

 
Roger Brown’s model of Winchester 

 
Please help support this unique scale model of Victorian 
Winchester which is to be given a new home at 
Winchester City Museum. The Roger Brown model 
measures over 15 feet and is based on the first 

http://research.hgt.org.uk/
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Ordnance Survey map of the city from 1873. It was made 
by former County Planning Officer, Roger Brown, 
following his retirement and this is the first time it has 
been given a long-term home. The model is currently 
being restored by our conservation team, and it will be 

brought to life with new digital interpretation. 

The project has received major funding from Hampshire 
County Council, Winchester City Council and Winchester 
Town Forum, but we still need to raise the rest of the 
funds required to secure the future of the model. 
To find out more, please visit: 
http://hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk/RogerBrownMod
el   

Rachel Bebb 
Trustee, Hampshire Cultural Trust 
 

School Team News 
 

Andover Trees United Birthday Celebration 
This year, 2016, has been the 300th Anniversary of the 
birth of Capability Brown, the Queen’s 90th birthday, 
and the 5th birthday and mid-way point of Andover 
Trees United’s Harmony Woods planting. In 
collaboration with Hampshire Gardens Trust and Focus 
On Life, Andover Trees United (ATU) commemorated 
these events by planting a significant landmark ‘Birthday 
Tree’ in Harmony Woods. 

 
At the start of the year Andover Trees United, with the 
help of tree experts, invited schools to help choose the 
tree from a long list. To help them with reaching a top-
ten list, visits were arranged to Highclere Castle and 
Longstock Park. A simple presentation was sent to all 
partner schools with an invitation to all children to vote 
for their personal favourite. Over 1200 children from 11 
schools participated and the ‘Favourite Five’ emerged: 
Quercus ilex (Evergreen Holm oak), Quercus robur (Oak), 
Cedrus libani (Cedar of Lebanon), Prunus avium (Wild 
cherry), Aesculus hippocastanum (Horse chestnut). Each 
tree was assigned a school to champion it and pupils 
from each were invited to argue for their tree to a panel 
of judges who made the final decision. The Holm Oak 
was the final choice for the landmark tree. In addition to 
providing the Holm Oak, HGT has presented each school 
with their champion tree to be planted in their school 
grounds. 
 
The Birthday Party planting was held on Monday 21 
November, a cold blustery morning, in Harmony Woods 

and attended by school representatives, ATU Trustees 
and volunteers. The Mayor of Andover planted the 
landmark tree, a Holm Oak, assisted by the children. 
After the planting everyone moved to the Sports Pavilion 
to celebrate the year long project with tea and birthday 
cake.  Sue Stuart of HGT presented the Peter Maunder 
Trophy for 2016 to ATU for their continued commitment 
to raising awareness of the outdoor environment, which 
is reflected in varied and imaginative learning 

opportunities in the woodland. 
 

 
Sue Stuart presenting the Maunder Trophy 

 

 
Planted tree 

For some time, however, the Schools team has struggled 
to engage schools. Schools are busy and now, in the 
main, receive sufficient funding from sources such as 
crowd funding, supermarkets and the RHS.  HGT perhaps 
needs to review current working methods for operating 
in a new technology ‘world’, so if you have any new 
ideas please step forward – you will be very welcome. 
 
Sue Stuart 
Former Chairman of the Schools Team 

http://hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk/RogerBrownModel
http://hampshireculturaltrust.org.uk/RogerBrownModel
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Events Team News 
 

The Autumn/ Winter programme has been successful 
with wonderful weather for our visit to Cadland and 
Sandhill Farm. The new season’s plans are well 
underway and we are aiming for a good spread of visits 
from February to July, with contacts being made and 
dates being secured for the autumn, as well.  
 

The new ticketing system is working well now that we 
have ironed out early glitches. We hope that where 
necessary the introduction of a ballot for over-
subscribed events will broaden the opportunities for our 
members.  For 2018, Leslie Shaw is kindly investigating 
the viability of a residential trip to North Devon. 
Jill Walmsley 
 Chair, Events Team 
 

Events 2016 
 

Talk at the Guildhall: 19 May 
 

Professor Tim Mowl, Emeritus Professor of History and 
Architecture and Designed Landscapes at Bristol 
University, and co-author Jane Whitaker, have written a 
nationwide series on the historic gardens of England, 
county by county. His latest project, on Hampshire, was 
published in May 2016 and Tim offered to do a public 
talk and book signing for the Trust’s benefit, which took 
place at the splendid Winchester Guildhall in front of an 
audience of over 120. Tim’s talk was informative and 
entertaining, with plenty of anecdotes. The audience 
enjoyed wine and nibbles during the book signing by the 
co-authors and there was a ‘buzz’ about the evening, 
with no-one in a hurry to leave. The event successfully 
made a wider audience aware of the extent and quality 
of Hampshire’s historic gardens. Tim’s book is available 
price £19.95, by contacting our Administrator (see 
review page 14).  

 
Professor Timothy Mowl 

 
Jane Whittaker 

If anyone has any ideas or events or possible speakers 
please contact Events Chair, Jill Walmsley on 
 0750 786 4793 or email:  walmsley.jill@gmail.com 
Leslie Shaw 

Ramridge Cottage: 25 April 
 
The owner’s designer eye is evident in the formal 
areas with clever plant combinations, providing 
colour, structure and interest. 
Future plans sound exciting and it was lovely to be in 
a garden where continuing development is always 
being considered. 
 

 
Ramridge Cottage 

Leslie Shaw 
 

 

Ordnance House and Ashley Manor: 
                                                             2 June 

    
The original Ordnance House had been MOD 
accommodation and used as a store for munitions for 
the Royal Navy – hence the name. The present owners 
of the new house built in 2009, started the garden from 
scratch. There are flower beds and borders in linear 
patterns with emphasis on alliums, lavender and 
foxgloves and a higher area of grasses left long, 
ornamental fruit and soft fruit areas creating a precise 
and structured garden, immaculately presented.  

 

 
Ordnance House 

mailto:walmsley.jill@gmail.com
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When the current owners purchased Ashley Manor in 
2004, the garden had 29 concrete ponds and stands of 
huge Leylandii conifer. The garden has now been 
transformed with only a few ponds now fully lined and 
surrounded by wildflower planting. Avenues of pleached 
limes and Prunus all have extensive views of the Test 
Valley. Tea by the swimming pool rounded off a pleasant 
day visiting two very different gardens. 
 

 
Ashley Manor 

Lesley Shaw 
 

Colemore House and Bighton House:  
                                                           14 June 
 
Overcast weather and occasional rain threatened to 
spoil the day but both gardens lifted the spirits.  The 
owner of Colemore House and the head gardener 
escorted us round the garden, both of whom were 
very knowledgeable. The garden has evolved over the 
40 years with the same owner. A series of rooms 
range from a dramatic dark, reflective pool with an 
unusual thatched gazebo and magnificent views over 
the adjacent countryside, to more intimate spaces 
with unusually planted, herbaceous beds full of drifts 
of purple and immaculate lawns enclosed by 
handsome hedges. A rill magically creates diagonal 
shapes on the surface of the water and a beautifully 
planted pergola leads to open country vistas. We left 
feeling that our eyes had enjoyed a feast. 
 
Bighton House is approached up a ½ mile drive, 
passing on the way a 19th century Beehive Lodge. 
The present owners have created a most interesting 
garden on a large scale. The previous owners had 
taken out some Christopher Bradley-Hole designs and 
commissioned a new design from Lady Tollemache, a 
greater part of which the new owners have carried 
out with her assistance. There is too much to include 

everything but just a mention of the large walled 
garden with parterres of oval shapes with low box 
hedging, birch and box balls; wisteria-clad pergolas 
and herbaceous beds and lateral productive kitchen 
garden. Outside, grasses and catmint, more 
herbaceous borders, a charming pond area with 
picturesque bridge, seat and gazebo and last but not 
least magnificent views out to the open East 
Hampshire countryside. 
  

 
Colemore House 

 

 
Bighton House 

Susie Long 

 

Hazelby and Malverleys: 27 June  
 
The owner of Hazelby House, Patrick Hungerford, has 
developed the garden into a series of ‘rooms’, with 
horticultural treats round every corner. The rose garden 
was looking especially beautiful and the orange and 
yellow borders, the shrub borders, and the sweeping 
lawns leading down to the lakes were also stunning. 
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The Lake at Hazelby 

 
Then on to Malverleys , another garden of contrasting 
‘rooms’ with a contemporary feel, which flowed easily 
from one to another. From the quiet of the pool garden 
and courtyard to the opulent new parterre, the 
distinctive terrace borders and the stumpery in creation: 
the ideas, energy and skilled maintenance were evident. 
The visit concluded with an introduction to the wider 
team weeding and harvesting in the walled garden.  We 
left pondering many things – self-seeders were used, 
mixing meadow planting with border perennials … and 
whether the chickens realised they reside in the most 
romantic, rose-clad chicken house the writer has ever 
seen!    

 
Malverleys 

 
Mary Martyn 
 

Cadland: 10 October  
 
What a privilege to visit this historic site on such a 
stunning day. Our groups were guided by Gilly 
Drummond and the Cadland Head Gardener Peter 
around the formal gardens, glasshouses and orchards 
and the wider designed landscape of Capability Brown. 

The information provided by Gilly on the grounds tour 
brought to life the genius of Mr Brown. The small scale 
of this site and the wonderful sea views that Brown 
created with ‘gaps’ in the treescape, make this a very 
special and atmospheric landscaped garden.  
 

 
The Sea view at Cadland 

Jill Walmsley 

Sandhill Farm: 18 October  
 
Our visit to the private garden of Andy and Ros McIndoe 
was blessed with beautiful autumn sunshine. We heard 
of the triumphs and tribulations of working with sandy 
soils and sloping sites. Andy gave us many great tips on 
designing with shrubs and trees for autumn colour, as 
well as container planting and the debunking of some 
gardening rules. We look forward to visiting again in 
spring 2018 

 
Sandhill Farm 

Jill Walmsley 
 
Fuller reports of most events can be seen on the HGT 
web site - http://www.hgt.org.uk/?page_id=8774 

http://www.hgt.org.uk/?page_id=8774
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The Association of Friends Groups 
 
The Association of Friends Groups (Friends Groups of the 
community gardens which the Trust has helped to 
establish and continues to support) met in October, at 
King John’s House Romsey. It now has 10 member 
gardens and at the twice-yearly meetings 
representatives of the gardens share their problems, 
solutions and ideas for the future. As an innovation this 
time, a guest speaker was invited – David Stone, Head 
Gardener at Mottisfont from 1978-2014 who chose as 
his topic, Pruning Roses which was highly enlightening to 
us all.  
Peter Wilkinson (Townhill Park) now represents the 
Friends Gardens on the Executive Committee of HGT, as 
a newly appointed Trustee. 
All the Friends Groups are listed on our web site: 
http://www.hgt.org.uk and click on Communities. 
 

Friends of Dean Garnier Garden,                         
Winchester 
 
Unveiling the Plaque 
After several years of discussion with the Cathedral 
Chapter as to where a specially commissioned plaque of 
the eponymous gardening cleric (after whom the 
Friends garden was named) could be placed on the 
historic walls of the garden, the unveiling was finally 
made at the Friends Summer garden party in July. The 
retiring Dean, James Atwell, performed the unveiling 
with Arthur Morgan, the designer of the plaque, Martin 
Tod, Chairman of the Trustees and David Woods who 
had supervised the development. Also in attendance 
were Gilly Drummond, HGT President, and a good 
number of invited guests and Friends of Dean Garnier.  
 

 
The Plaque 

 

 
James Atwell, the former Dean, Arthur Morgan, the designer,      
Gilly Drummond, President of Hampshire Gardens Trust and      

David Woods, Co-ordinator of the plaque project 

 
Re-design competition of the Lady Chapel Garden 
 
In a competition arranged between the Garden’s 
trustees and Chris Bird of Sparsholt College, seven 2nd-
year students recently presented their re-designs to the 
Garden’s trustees. The results of the competition will be 
announced in January with implementation of the 
winning design to start soon after. 

 

Friends of Hyde Abbey  Gardens, 
Winchester 

 

 
Plaque at base of tree planted 

in Roger’s memory* 

During 2016, the Friends of 
the Hyde Abbey Garden 
planted a tree in memory 
of Roger Brown, who as 
previously reported died 
earlier this year. As well as 
being one of the leading 
inspirations in the 
development of HGT, 
Roger was also prominent 
in the creation of the Hyde 
Abbey garden, together 
with Barbara Hall and 
others, when the proposed  
Plan for a car park was 
mercifully discarded in 

favour of the inspirational garden designed by Kim 
Wilkie, to reflect the ancient site of Hyde Abbey. The 
Friends were delighted on this year’s sunny August 
Bank Holiday to welcome Richard, one of Roger’s sons 
together with his family to a small ceremony to unveil 
a plaque commemorating his father’s involvement with 
Hyde Abbey Garden, followed by tea at the nearby 
King Alfred public house. 
 
Janet Hurrell                            * photo courtesy Richard Brown 

http://www.hgt.org.uk/
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Pulhamite in Hampshire 
 

Pulhamite is an artificial stone which was produced 
by James Pulham and Sons over four generations. All 
the sons involved in the business were called James, 
so they are referred to as James 1, James 2 etc. The 
business started in London at the end of the 18th 
century, had a brief period in Hoddesdon, 
Hertfordshire in the 1840s, before moving to 
Broxbourne in Oxfordshire. The business closed just 
before World War II. The initial business of the 
Pulhams focused mainly on buildings and the 
ornamentation of them using their special cement 
mix, which James 2 referred to as ‘Pulhams’ Portland 
Stone Cement’. In the middle of the 19th century 
James 2 saw the potential for expanding his business 
when the craze for alpine plants and rock gardening 
came to the fore. In his promotional booklet, 
published around 1877, he wrote: 
 
‘Where no real stone or rock exists, or if it is too 
expensive to get it to the place, it may be artificially 
formed – with burrs, rough bricks or concrete for the 
core – which is then covered with cement to imitate 
the colour, form and texture of the real rock most 
consistent with the geology of the districti. 
 
This became known as ‘Pulhamite’. In Hampshire, the 
most well-known example is at Holly Hill, Fareham. 
Claude Hitchings, in his book on the Pulham Legacy, 
devotes six pages of text and photographs to Holly 
Hill and he appeared to consider it to be the only 
Pulhamite site in Hampshire. Members of the Trust’s 
Research Group have discovered at least two other 
certain sites and the possibility of another. Of course, 
as the Pulham records are incomplete, there could be 
more. 

 

 
The Stream with ‘Pulhamite’ 

First though, the focus is on Holly Hill, now a much loved 
local nature reserve, which provides a woodland walk 
with a stream and lakes. Its public use would have 
delighted Quintin Hogg, the founder of the London 
Polytechnic, who first leased and then bought the Holly 
Hill House and estate in Fareham in 1879. The sole 
purpose of such a large house was to give his students 
from London the chance to stay in the countryside, 
although, as his daughter Ethel wrote, he was not fond 
of country lifeii. Soon after his purchase the house was 
partly gutted by fire, so he had it rebuilt with a wing 
capable of accommodating 70 people from ‘The 
Institute’, the Polytechnic’s former name. Parties came 
every fortnight during the summer and autumn. At the 
same time as the house was being rebuilt, it is thought 
that either Edward Milner or his son, Henry Ernest, 
helped James 2 landscape the stream and small pond 
adjacent to the property with a series of lakes, stepping 
stones, and a bridge crossing it, using ‘Pulhamite’. Ethel 
wrote of her stay there ‘Racquet courts were added, the 
deer parks, woods and lakes were stocked with curious 
birds and animals which were an unfailing source of 
delight to his children, whilst frequent trips to the Isle of 
Wight, etc., could be made in a small yacht called the 
Mayflower’iii. On 3rd July 1886, the house at Holly Hill 
was completely gutted by fire, only the outside walls 
remaining. All Hogg’s early records, as well as many 
curios he and his wife had brought back from their many 
trips abroad, were destroyed in the fire. After two 
devastating fires and not in good health, Hogg decided 
to sell the property, which was noted in the Times on 19 
July 1887 as ‘surrounded by a beautifully-timbered park 
and pleasure grounds, the most attractive features of 
which are the ornamental lakes with cascades, 
boathouse etc’iv. It was eventually bought by Henry 
Foster in 1890, who Hitchings considers employed James 
2 to add the boat cavev.  
 

 
Holly Hill - the Boat Cave 2003 

(it is now in a dangerous condition and out of bounds) 
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These improvements are shown on the 2nd edition 
Ordnance Survey map, revised in 1895, when the house 
was given the name of Sarisbury Court, probably by 
Foster. After various owners and uses during and after 
WW1, it was finally demolished in 1927vi. In 1954, 
Fareham Borough Council bought the lakes and streams 
for use as a public amenity. 
 

Avon Tyrrell, which is now the UK Residential 
Outdoor Activity Centre, is another site containing 
evidence of a ‘Pulhamite’ construction. Avon Tyrrell 
was built as a family home by Lord Manners, at a 
similar time as Quintin Hogg was having his house 
rebuilt after the first fire at Holly Hill. Lord Manners 
gained notoriety when in 1881 he made a bet that he 
could buy, train and ride the winner of the Grand 
National the following year. He succeeded, much 
against the odds. He married some three years later, 
and his winnings at the Grand National funded the 
building of the house, on land owned by his sister-in-
law on the south western side of the New Forest, just 
north of Christchurch. The house was designed by the 
Arts and Crafts architect W R Lethaby and was 
completed in 1891. It may have been one of the last 
‘Calendar Houses’ built – it has 365 windows, 7 outer 
doors, 52 rooms, 12 chimneys and 4 wingsvii. Soon 
after completion of the house, the informal 
naturalistic parkland, with two lakes was created. The 
designer was a ‘Mr Milner’, who in this case, is 
thought to be Henry Ernest Milner. At the south 
western end of the lake, a dam was constructed and 
a ravine to take the surplus water was lined with 
stones which have since been authenticated as being 
made of Pulhamite. These stones were only 
recognised as such when the dam broke around 2000 
and urgent repairs had to be carried out. As you can 
see from the photograph only a few stones remain, 
and it would be too costly to redesign the area. 
During the World War II the military occupied the site 
and the family did not return to live there. 
Subsequently Lord Manners gave the house and 
grounds in trust to the ‘youth of the nation’.  

 
Avon Tyrrell – the Ravine 

 

 

 
Avon Tyrrell – a few of the ‘Pulhamite’ stones 

 

The house and grounds at Swanmore Park (Swanmore) 
where there was another ‘Pulhamite’ structure, was 
built in the Victorian Gothic style a little earlier than the 
previous two.  Charles Myers, a wealthy Liverpudlian 
merchant, purchased the site in 1877 and employed 
Alfred Waterhouse to design his new house. A year later 
Edwin Molyneux, who became a renowned gardener 
specialising in chrysanthemums, was employed by 
Myers. It is most likely that the redesigning of the house 
and garden went hand in hand. However, before the 
house was completed Charles Myers died suddenly. His 
son, William Henry who inherited the property, was still 
at college. Charles’s wife and two daughters moved into 
the new house in 1880. William Wildsmith, who visited 
in July 1884, gave a glowing description of the 
greenhouses and garden but made no mention of a rock 
garden or Pulhamiteviii. The probability is that the rock 
and water garden was constructed between 1884 and 
1887, when a reference is made in The Gardening World 
to ‘a small alpine garden with a piece of ornamental 
water running through the centre and spanned by a 
rustic bridge’ix. However, it is not until 1905 that an 
article in The Garden noted that Messrs Pulham and 
Sons of Broxbourne made the construction 20 or 30 
years previouslyx. In two articles from gardening 
journals, in 1888 and 1896, the writers noted that the 
rock and water garden was a charming feature of the 
grounds and worthy of more description, though neither 
article undertook that task. In 1899, an article in  
Country Life Illustrated records ‘A charming nook on the 
north side of a tall tree group reveals an alpine garden, 
artificially designed and planted, and not the least 
interesting feature of Swanmore’. While there was no 
description of the design, the article recorded the more 
vigorous rock plants, grown - ‘aubrietias, alyssums, 
saxifragas, iberis, and so forth, drape the stones with 
their luxuriant growth’xi.  After William Myers death in 
1933, the estate was eventually sold in separate lots and 
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in the 1960s the rock and water garden was dismantled 
and the rocks buried in a nearby pitxii. 
 

 
The Water and Rock Garden at Swanmore  

from the 1936 Sales catalogue
xiii

  
A fourth garden in Hampshire which possibly had a 
‘Pulhamite’ structure, was Cranbury Park (Hursley). 
After I gave a talk on rock gardening in February this 
year, a member of the audience mentioned that 
there had been a grotto at the Upper Pond near the 
Scouts camp in Cranbury Park. The grotto is now 
buried, but had been mentioned by Major 
Chamberlayne-MacDonald as having been 
constructed of ‘Pulhamite’. Sadly, the Major died in 
August last year, and Mrs Chamberlayne-MacDonald 
remembered the area, but was not aware of the 
‘Pulhamite’. She kindly suggested I made a visit which 
I arranged with the Estate Manager. Unfortunately 
the site is now overgrown and there was no visible 
sign of a grotto. Archival material did not uncover any 
further evidence. If anyone has a photograph or 
knows about the grotto, or any other site constructed 
with ‘Pulhamite’ in Hampshire, I would be most 
grateful to hear from them. 
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Janice Bennetts, Member of the Research Group 

News from the Hutton Library 
Bookshelves 

 
Thanks to the generosity of the HGT we have been able 
to acquire more than thirty books for the HGT Hutton 
Library this academic year. These are a combination of 
new titles, second-hand books and donations. Sadly we 
cannot always accept all the books we are offered, as 
our collection generally is limited to works relating to 
Garden History, the aesthetics of garden design, 
biographies of garden makers and especially works 
relating to conservation of private and public spaces. A 
list of this year's acquisitions is available on the Library 
page of the HGT website and the full collection can be 
searched online at https://www-lib.soton.ac.uk/ 

In the past year we have had a small cohort of review 
writers whose assessment of new books has been 
published on the Library page of our website; a very big 
'thank you' to these scribes whose views and opinions 
are so valued.  Anyone can write a review, so do please 
drop us a line if you have read a good book and would 
like to share it with us. 
 
It will not have escaped your notice that many books 
have been released this year on the life of Lancelot 
Brown!  We already own some highly-regarded works on 
‘Capability’ but later in the year we shall look back over 
the year's releases and select some of the best so as not 
to over-balance the Library with Brownian works. We 
need to leave space for Repton in 2018! 
 

 
Roger Turner’s book on Capability Brown is already in the library 

 

As always, DO go to the Hutton Library sited in the 
University’s Hartley Library and browse our shelves; the 
librarian, Jenny Ruthven, is always at hand to guide and 
assist and she will love to meet you. 

 

Valerie Joynt, Hon. Librarian HGT 

https://www.avontyrrell.org.uk/history.html
https://www-lib.soton.ac.uk/
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Book Reviews 
 

 

The Historic 

Gardens of England 

Series, 

HAMPSHIRE 

 

by Timothy Mowl and   

Jane Whitaker 

 
privately published by 
Stephen Morris, 2016  

 
From medieval cloistered gardens to the great 
landscapes of the eighteenth century, Professor Timothy 
Mowl and Dr Jane Whitaker have produced a delightful 
book on Hampshire gardens that is both scholarly and 
infinitely readable.  
 
Dr Whitaker specialises in early gardens and the first two 
chapters tell the story of the monastic and castle 
gardens of medieval Winchester, showing how these 
great institutions used gardens for herbs, produce and 
pleasure.  Mowl then describes the emergence of design 
in the seventeenth century, where evidence can be 
sparse.  
 
As the story moves into the absorbing topic of 
eighteenth-century design, it is thrilling to find that 
famous gardeners were present in Hampshire. London 
and Wise made a plan for Herriard; Stephen Switzer was 
born in Hampshire and is recorded in the plan for 
Cranbury Park, and Charles Bridgeman was involved in 
three sites. In 1734 Alexander Pope stayed at the (lost) 
idyllic garden at Bevois Mount, overlooking the Solent, 
which had serpentine walks, labyrinths, alcoves, a 
variety of garden buildings and statues in Italian marble.   
 
All then changed with what Mowl describes as ‘the 
minimalist revolution’ of Lancelot Brown, who made a 
plan for Highclere, albeit one executed later. He tells the 
Brown story with enthusiastic impartiality, pointing out 
that commentators sometimes criticised Brown for what 
he swept away but that his work was completely 
remarkable.  
 
The work on Regency gardens is especially novel, finding 
four general categories in co-existence. This is intriguing 

in Jane Austen country where there was a great boom in 
country house building in the Regency period. Mowl 
then turns to his co-author for High Victorian gardens, 
which are not his favourite, as well as for the chapter on 
modern gardens.  
 
The blend of the nine chapters is seamless. This is a key 
publication for anyone interested in garden history and 
for those interested in the history of places, powerful 
families and the pleasures of the imagination, it is a joy. 
 
Rosemary Baird 
 

 

The Secret Life of 
the Georgian 

Garden 
 

by Kate Feluṥ 
 

I.B Tauris & Co. Ltd 
(London, New York) 

 
 
We have all noticed the various features and structures 
carefully placed in English landscape parks: here a 
rotunda, there a grotto, over there a lake and so on and 
we vaguely assume that they must have been 
sometimes used, if only as somewhere to take a break 
and sit down during a tour of the park.  

 
In this delightful book, Kate Feluṥ has asked very simple 
questions with amazingly detailed answers: how were 
these structures actually used by the owner and the 
immediate family. 
 
The book is structured to take us through the day from 
morning walks to evenings of food, drink and music and 
the after-dark illuminations, fireworks and 
entertainments. Kate has found the evidence for all this 
open-air activity in contemporary letters and journals 
and these bring the narrative to life.  
 
Women participated fully in almost all out-door activities 
(in general Georgian women were far freer and more 
independent than their Victorian grand-daughters). 
Fishing was an especially enjoyed recreation. The 
weather, of course, was not always bucolic but the 
Georgians were rarely deflected from a plan.  
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This book is a great read, a good Christmas present for 
anyone interested in the manners and daily life of 
Georgian polite society as played out in their gardens 
every day of the year.  
 
Sally Miller 
 

 

 

Gardens of the  

Italian Lakes 

 

by Stephen Desmond 
 
Photographs:  

Marianne Majerus 
 

Francis Lincoln 2016, 
 224 pages 

 
As Steven Desmond tells us in his marvellous new book, 
‘the lakes of choice for the garden lover are Como and 
Maggiore’ in northern Italy. But who would have 
thought that the area has more rain than our own Lake 
District. But that the pattern of rain and the cold dry 
winters provide the perfect conditions for growing 
plants. 
 
Lake Maggiore, known to the Romans as Lacus 
Verbanus, is formed from the valleys of two rivers and is 
over 40 miles long. Desmond begins his tour of Lake 
Maggiore with Isola Bella which was intensely disliked at 
first  by the architects J C Shepherd and Geoffrey Jellicoe 
but on reprinting their books after a 1953 visit, they had 
changed their minds and now regarded it ‘as one of the 
great landscapes of the world’.  But on Lake Como who 
could not be beguiled by his description of the Villa del 
Balbianello. ‘The place looks unspeakably romantic in the 
approach….’  
 
Almost all the gardens described in the book are open to 
the public, some by prior arrangement, and Desmond 
has listed all contact details and recommended the best 
possible approaches from a garden enthusiast’s point of 
view as well as giving clear maps of the lakes. If I have 
just one criticism, it is that the book is too big and heavy 
to pack in the suitcase. 
 
Sheila Carey-Thomas 

 

The Brother 
Gardeners 

 
Botany, Empire and 

the Birth of an 
Obsession 

 
by Andrea Wulf 

 
Heinemann 2008   

246 pages.  

 
This is a wide-ranging book through decades, ideas and 
personalities. There is perhaps too much to read in just 
one book. On the other hand, you finish reading knowing 
a lot more about how our country became such a nation 
of gardeners. It is perhaps best to quote a line from the 
end of the book, which brings together the threads that 
are lavishly spun throughout 246 pages of text. Wulf 
writes: “Without the achievements of Philip Miller, Peter 
Collinson, John Bartram, Carl Linnaeus, Daniel Solander 
and Joseph Banks, England would not have become such 
a nation of gardeners.” But she actually starts with 
Thomas Fairchild, an early 18th century nurseryman who 
first introduced Sweet William hybrids, bringing in the 
first, daring notion of sexuality in plants. 

 
Wulf moves on to Collinson, an English business man 
whose real interest lay in plants and Bartrum, a North 
American colonial, followed by Linnaeus and Solander 
who transformed botany into a coherent enterprise and 
finally Joseph Banks who  built on all these 
achievements, seeing how the three themes could bring 
pleasure and prosperity to the nation. Hence one 
presumes the title of the book which is extremely well 
researched and referenced. I learnt much from it but 
was left slightly concerned that a clear thread was not 

fully maintained. 
 

Janet Hurrell 
 


