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 Chairman’s Message 
 

At our Trustees meeting in June, we were delighted to welcome George Seligman as a 

new Trustee. George has a wealth of experience in supporting charitable organisations, 

particularly in the area of grant funding applications. We all look forward to working 

with George as we develop the ambitions for the Trust into the future. 

The reality of the modern world is that few organisations can manage on subscription 

income alone; HGT is no exception to this. We realise that to continue the marvellous 

work and activities undertaken by the Trust it is necessary to look at, what is referred to 

as, our business model. The future financial stability of the Trust will be critical to our 

ability to develop our ambitions, as I mentioned in the last newsletter, to build on the 

successes of the past, while also contributing to the preservation, creation and the 

growth of historic gardens and open spaces across Hampshire into the future.  

 The future 
 

We have started the process of establishing future financial stability by reviewing all our 

costs and putting together a 5-year budget plan. This will include the creation of a 

strategy to re-establish our involvement within education, supporting opportunities for 

people, with an emphasis on the young, to learn and participate in horticultural and 

garden activities. We realise it is through partnerships with other organisations that we 

are best able to achieve our ambitions. The Trust has a wealth of experience, enthusiasm 

and knowledge to bring to these areas and can make a significant contribution in this 

way.  

 

Together with other Trustees, I will be looking to engage partners to work with us for the 

preservation, creation and growth of gardens and open spaces. We will approach the 

two National Parks in Hampshire, as well as other charities, housing associations, 

schools, businesses and local Parish and Town Councils. We recognise also the benefit of 

gardens and open space to the wellbeing of those, of all ages, with mental health 

challenges, so partnerships with others in this field would be welcomed.   

 

 Petersfield Physic Garden 
 

I’m delighted Trustee Colin Mattingly has agreed to lead for us on the partnership bid, 

with Petersfield Physic Garden, to the Heritage Lottery Fund for support to repair and  
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update the Physic Garden. There is a great deal to be 

done, but early signs give us hope for optimism. The 

Garden is a wonderful place and we are excited for its 

future, looking forward to working with the Friends 

through this process and beyond. 

As ever, I’d like to thank you for your support and hope 

you, like us, remain excited by the opportunities ahead. 

Without your continued support none of this would be 

possible.  

Best Wishes. 

Simon Hayes (Acting Chairman) 

 

Welcome to New Members 
 
We are very pleased to welcome the following new 
members: 
 

Mrs G Boase — Hambledon 
Mrs K Cann — Stockbridge 
Ms Clarke — Newbury 
Mr R Eburn — Shawford 
Mr George Seligman — Awbridge 
Mr D Standing — Liss 
Miss E Stockwell – Fareham 

 

Membership Standing Orders  
 

In the last newsletter it was mentioned that new 
standing orders for subscriptions will be needed from 
members as the Trust has become a Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation (CIO). As a CIO, a new bank 
account is a requirement. Standing Order forms will be 
sent to members with the AGM papers during 
September. The Trust will provide a stamped 
addressed envelope for them to be returned to our 
Administrator. We would be grateful if these are 
completed and returned as soon as possible. 
 

 
Standing order! 

https://www.google.co.uk 

 

Research Team News 
 
Summer is a quiet time for research, except when a really 
hot day makes an air-conditioned reading room an 
attractive prospect. In the last Newsletter I alerted us all 
to the bicentenary of the death of Humphry Repton, 
often considered Brown’s successor in the English 
landscape school of design. We believe we have only one 
Repton site in Hampshire but a well-known garden 
historian has published a list of all Repton sites across the 
country and lists four for Hampshire! I’m not convinced, 
but we will be digging into archives and attempting to 
assess how certain these attributions are.  
Our 2017 ‘Tuesday Afternoon’ talks programme 
concludes with two quite different topics: William Gilpin 
and his writings on the picturesque scenery of the New 
Forest (19 September) and a comprehensive history of 
the British Rock Garden (17 October). Details and ways to 
book are on page 14.   
 

 Urban Parks Project 
 
Our main project this year is to continue the review of 
the health of Hampshire’s Urban Parks. The project 
involves researchers in groups of two or three visiting a 
group of parks or green space sites in Hampshire, 
recording and photographing them to assess changes 
against our ‘base-line’ data, a survey done for Hampshire 
County Council in 1997. This summer we have been 
visiting parks in Havant District. 
 
Our report on Fareham, completed last year is now on 
the HGT website. (A few images are on page 19). 
http://www.hgt.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2017/02/Urb
an_Park_Survey_Fareham_format_2.pdf   
Fareham District Council has welcomed our work: “very 
well written, thorough and researched. This will be most 
useful, now and in the future. Well done to all involved”. 
The report is purely factual. We have not yet drawn any 
conclusions beyond the obvious one that budget 
pressures are making it very difficult for District Councils 
to maintain park budgets. Parks and recreation spaces 
are not a statutory responsibility for local authorities, so 
they are easy targets for cuts. There is increasing concern 
about park maintenance and even retention – the sale of 
recreation space for development has already been seen 
in Hampshire.  
 
We shall have to step up our strike rate to cover all the 
Districts in Hampshire before we are all in our dotage! If 
you think you might like to find out more about what the 

https://www.google.co.uk/
http://www.hgt.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2017/02/Urban_Park_Survey_Fareham_format_2.pdf
http://www.hgt.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2017/02/Urban_Park_Survey_Fareham_format_2.pdf
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Research Group does, the easiest way is to meet us and 
join in on a survey.  Do get in touch with me if you are 
interested: in the first instance, please e-mail the office at 
mailto:admin@hgt.org.uk 
 
In 2015 we ran a well-attended lecture series ‘Public 
Parks – Arcadias for All’ and I note that this autumn the 
Gardens Trust (the national body) is offering a 12 week 
course (one day a week) on the History of Public Parks. 
gardenhistorygrapevine@zoho.com   
There is also an exhibition at the Mall Galleries in London, 
27 July – 11 August, ‘Parks: Our Shared Heritage’. 
Focusing on the Royal Parks, it promises ‘hundreds of 
previously unseen images and unknown stories’.  It is 
certainly worth a visit.  
 
Sally Miller, 
Chair of the Research Group 

 

Conservation & Development (C & D) 
News 

 
There has been a flurry of activity in the C & D Group 
since April, with planning applications affecting 
important historic landscape park sites as well as 
requests for assistance on new projects. 
We reported in the April Newsletter about 
developments plans for Minley Manor and Bramshill, 
both important historic sites in the Hart District.  We 
objected to some of the plans for Minley Manor and 
learnt in July that the present application has been 
rejected by Hart District Council. The developer will 
obviously re-submit plans but we hope for an improved 
outcome.  
At Bramshill, we objected to certain aspects of the 
development, particularly for houses close to the lake 
area of the landscape park. It is not yet clear what is 
happening there and we continue to monitor events. 
We also reported on the application to have the 
landscape park upgraded from Grade 2* to Grade I but 
as yet have not heard the outcome of this application 
to Historic England.   
We also mentioned last time the proposal for Moto to 
create a new service station and hotel complex 
immediately south of the M3 at J6, which we were just 
hearing about. This area is currently free of any 
development and CPRE is concerned about intrusion 
into the countryside and a precedent being set. Our 
worry concerns the proximity of the site to Hackwood, 
and its Grade I listed landscape park. While the site  

does not border the boundary of the main part of the 
park or the house, it does reach the boundary of a part 
of the park which stretches northwards and across the 
M3. An added complication with Hackwood is that not 
all parts of Hackwood are now in the same ownership. 
Again, we are liaising with CPRE over our joint 
concerns. 
Very recently, a new plan by another developer for a 
motorway service station at J7 has been forwarded. 
A report of projects follows. 
 
Janet Hurrell 

 
 

Projects - C & D and the Trust 
 
In the early days of the Trust, there was a group named 
‘Community Projects’, which included several landscape 
designers or architects. There were various projects 
which they fostered which provided interesting new 
public green spaces and it was also the era of the 
creation of some of the Friends Gardens. By the time I 
became involved with the Conservation & Development 
Team, firstly as a representative from the Research 
Group and latterly to do the ‘admin’, Community Project 
members had dwindled to just Rachel Bebb who 
suggested that it became integrated into the 
Conservation Group. Hence its current title of 
Conservation and Development.  
However, for several years there had been limited 
requests for assistance of the earlier nature, until the 
problem of the state of one of the walls of the Petersfield 
Physic Garden arose. This was considered to be a major 
undertaking and it was decided that the Trust itself would 
lead this project rather than the Conservation & 
Development Team.  Very recently, there have been a 
few projects which lie somewhere between the remit of 
the C & D Team and the Trust itself taking responsibility. 
They all, however, should be of interest to our members. 

 Winchester 
 
Those of you who either live in Winchester or know it 
well will be aware of the Regeneration proposal for 
Central Winchester being worked on by JTP Architects. 
There were open meetings in the Guildhall earlier in the 
year to listen to the public’s ideas for development.  On 
behalf of HGT, the C & D team sent a suggestion for 
opening up the hidden streams and greening the scene. 
Russell Gordon Smith was able to supply the title of an 
article in an American Journal which wrote about 

mailto:admin@hgt.org.uk
mailto:gardenhistorygrapevine@zoho.com
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overcoming the difficulties of opening up waterways: 
‘Daylight in streams: Breathing life into Urban Streams 
and Communities’. Last month the public was presented 
with the results of these consultations, and opening up 
the streams figured as one of the possible outcomes. 
Watch this space, as it is said. 
 

 Winchester Garden Trail 
 
In 1985, with a re-issue in 1995, the Trust produced a 
charming ‘Garden Walking Trail’ supported by the City 
Council Tourist office. It has long since been discontinued 
but we are in the process of producing a new Trail leaflet 
which we are confident will again be supported by the 
City Council, as interest has been shown. 

Emsworth Old Hospital Garden 
 
Russell Gordon-Smith is working on a design proposal for 
us on the restoration of the walled garden of Emsworth 
Old Hospital, which has been sold off and is now owned 
by a Trust. It is early days in the design process but 
progress is being made.  
The sketch design with two options, together with an 
analysis and a ‘mood board’ has been submitted to the 
Trustees and has been generally approved. The Trustees 
are keen to put together a public exhibition and meeting 
to gain public interest and approval. They feel that given 
the lack of public open spaces in the town centre, they 
want to involve the public at an early stage to generate 
interest and involvement. 
 

Southsea Rock Garden 
 
The sea was very unkind to Southsea Rock Garden earlier 
in the year and this charming site was turned into a bare 
and rather desolate space by the huge amount of spray 
which was thrown onto the Rock Garden during the 
winter storms. Portsmouth University has carried out 
various tests for salt in the soil which are now being 
considered by the Parks Manager of Portsmouth City 
Council. Can the garden be re-planted successfully? Is a 
change of plant types required to withstand the ravages 
of the winter sea surges? There is the further problem of 
the Council’s plan to build a sea wall, which local 
residents are concerned about and there is the possibility 
of gates to stop the movement of the spray. We have 
offered assistance if needed, either in types of plants to 
use in the future or a small grant towards such planting. 
 

 
The Rock Garden in 2016

 
The Rock Garden in 2017 

 
The Rock Garden in 2017 

 
Photos: Janice Bennetts (2016), Susan Summers (2017),  

 

Restoration at Newlands Manor  
Milford-on-Sea 
 
Susan Campbell visited Newlands Manor, following a call 
from one of the residents regarding possible clearance 
and restoration of a lake in the landscaped grounds. 
The property has a very interesting history (copy this link   
http://research.hgt.org.uk/item/newlands-manor/ for 
our gazetteer, which gives a flavour of the story). The site 
is now divided between 12 owners, each with a garden 
area, but the woodland and lake are jointly run by a 

http://research.hgt.org.uk/item/newlands-manor/
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Management Committee. The part that the co-owners 
would like to see restored to something like its early 19th 
century glory is a largish sunken area surrounded by big 
forest trees. Parts have been cleared by New Forest 
Volunteers and the clearance so far has revealed a small 
pond and a large amount of handsome stone paving, 
walls, paths and steps with beds formed of small stone 
boulders and rocks. This would seem to be the sunken 
garden and pond with rock garden described in the 
Gazetteer. HGT was previously approached in 1999 to 
assist with research on the grounds but quite what 
happened after that has not yet been explained to us. 
However, it could be an interesting project to support 
albeit one that may well be hampered by too high costs.  
 
Janet Hurrell for the C & D Team 
 

Association of Friends Groups 
 

There has not been a further meeting of the Association 
of Friends Gardens since the last Newsletter, the next 
one being in October when we will meet at Townhill 
Park which is always enjoyable to visit.  

 

 

 

 Friends of Dean Garnier’s Garden 
 Winchester 
 
The Friends of Dean Garnier Garden held a very 
successful summer party in the garden on a glorious 
evening in July. Over 60 Friends and invited guests 
attended, including Gilly Drummond the Trust President. 
We were entertained by the delightful Courtyard Quintet 
and graced with the presence of the Dean of Winchester, 
the very Reverend Catherine Ogle, who thanked all the 
volunteers who work so hard in the garden and invited 
Rachel Benson to cut the tape to enter the re-designed 
bed in the Lady Chapel garden. (See the article on Dean 
Garnier, page 12). 
 

 
Courtyard Quintet 

 

 
The Dean of Winchester, the very Reverend Catherine Ogle 

 
Martin Tod, Chairman; Rachel Benson, designer, cutting the ribbon 

photos: Jean Wheeler 

 

 Friends of Petersfield Physic Garden 
 Petersfield 
 
The Garden is emerging from its winter mode. It is now 
sixteen years since we re-laid our paths and the rains 
over the past twelve months have helped to make parts 
quite slippery during and immediately after a rain storm. 
Visitor numbers have been down in the winter months, 
as is normal, but it is still surprising how many people we 
get who brave all kinds of weather. 

Ownership of the garden property is on the verge of 
being conveyed to Hampshire Gardens Trust. We have 
completed a new management agreement with the Trust 
in advance, whereby the Trust has ownership of the 
garden and the buildings on the site, while the Friends 
are responsible for the management of the garden and 
the maintenance of the buildings and paths. This 
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formalises what has been the modus operandi for the last 
25 years. As part of the new situation and as a member of 
the Friends, I am now a Trustee of the Trust. 

We are hosting a part of the county-wide ‘Inspiration of 
the Word’ sculpture exhibition in Petersfield, from April 
through to September when we will have four sculptures 
in the orchard area of the garden dedicated to poets and 
writers with local associations – Edward Thomas and Jane 
Austen in our case. A local school will also be exhibiting 
pebbles from a beach painted by the children, forming a 
carpet in our Knot area. Three exhibitions of local artists’ 
societies will also be hosted in our meeting room. Finally 
we have found that our website is attracting a lot of 
 interest and stimulating many enquiries  -
http://petersfieldphysicgarden.org.uk/ 

 

 
The Orchard – site of sculptures  

 

Colin Mattingley 
Trustee 
 

 Friends of King John’s Garden 
 Romsey 

 
In early May 2017, a huge crane appeared in the 
Lortemore car park and a new bridge was swung into 
position over the Holbrook Stream. Made in oak, in a 
traditional style, the curved footbridge makes an 
attractive entrance to King John’s Garden, leading to 
King John’s House, Tudor Cottage, and the Moody 
Museum and Tearoom. It is also much used as  a 
pathway between the car park and the Abbey, the Post 
Office and the other shops in Church Road.  Parts of 
the original bridge, manufactured in untreated oak, 
had deteriorated, making it potentially unsafe. This 
was removed and the new bridge – hand-built by 
Carpenter Oak and Woodland Co Ltd was installed in 
one day, including re-hanging the heavy oak door. 

 
 

 
King John’s Garden’s Bridge being lifted into place  

Photo: Gordon Massie 

Margaret Massie  
 

  Friends of Townhill Park                                 
  Southampton  

 
At Townhill Park House Gardens, the Friends, have 
benefited from the employment of a gardener, Ted 
Waite, by the Gregg School. He works two days a week 
solely in the formal gardens and the arboretum. This has 
been a great relief, especially to those of us who have 
seen the sun rise and set more frequently than others. 
The gardens now look generally smarter, fewer weeds, 
neater hedges and cleaner paths. 
This month, August, we say goodbye to Vince Davies, 
who, as well as being the school bursar, has acted as 
Chairman of the Friends’ Committee for the last 
seventeen years. We owe him a great debt for his 
managing skills (he was also our Secretary) and for his 
co-operation in liaising with the school. Being volunteer 
workers on a school site requires understanding and 
sensitivity on the part of both the Friends and the 
school. We have enjoyed a friendly and relaxed 
atmosphere, due to Vince’s approach to both his jobs. 
The new Bursar, Crispin Ingham, will become our 
Chairman. 
 

http://petersfieldphysicgarden.org.uk/
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We recently had a visit from a representative of “The 
Tree Register”, Owen Johnson. He was extremely 
impressed by many of the trees growing in the grounds 
of Townhill, mainly in the Arboretum and in the 
adjoining Marlhill Copse. Here is a quotation from his 
email:  “The Stuartia pseudocamellia (deciduous 
camellia) in Marlhill Copse joins the rare Shishigashira 
maple (Japanese maple) in the garden as the tallest 
recorded example of its kind and it was a pleasure to see 
all the other thriving rarities in the grounds.” In all, apart 
from these two trees which are of English Champion 
Status, there are another thirty trees which are of 
Hampshire Champion Status.  
 
It is very pleasurable, but also somewhat daunting, to 
think that we, the Friends, are responsible for the well-
being of many of these trees! Unfortunately Marlhill 
Copse, which adjoins the school site, does not belong to 
the school, but is privately owned and has been left 
neglected for the last fifty years. Despite several 
approaches to the owners, the copse remains derelict 
and vandalised. 
 
If you would like to visit Townhill Park House Gardens, 
please contact Peter and Rosaleen Wilkinson for 
information. Our telephone number is 023 8078 1012 or 
our email address is: prtj@talktalk.net. Alternatively you 
could visit the Gregg School website, a section of which 
is dedicated to the gardens:  
www.gregg.southampton.sch.ik           
 
Peter Wilkinson 
Treasurer of Townhill Park House Gardens  

 

 Friends of  Hyde Abbey Garden 
 Winchester                           - STOP PRESS - 

 

A TOUR OF THE REMAINS OF HYDE ABBEY:  
The final resting place of Alfred the Great 

 

A new leaflet ‘Hyde Abbey Trail’ produced by the joint 
work of Hyde 900 and the Friends of Hyde Abbey 
Garden, has just been published.  Funded by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, it is part of the Hyde 900’s programme to 
promote King Alfred in Winchester both to the 
community and visitors to the historic city. It describes 
what Hyde Abbey, where Alfred was buried, must have 
looked like via a tour of its remains in the streets of Hyde.  
Hyde Abbey Garden features on the last ‘stop’ of the 
Trail, with the ‘story’ of how the Garden, designed by Kim  
Wilkie, came to be created. We will shortly put details of 
the leaflet onto the HGT web site. 

Events Team News  
 

This season we have been so fortunate to have had 

visits to some lovely gardens in wonderful sunshine. 

We started the Autumn Events list on the 1st August 

with a visit to Kimpton House. The recent rain gave 

way to a dry day so we were lucky again. 

As of 1st August,  we still have availability on our 

remaining 2017 events: 

Monday 4 September  
Afternoon self-drive visit  
The Down House, Itchen Abbas,  
Nr Winchester, Hampshire  
Members: £18 Guests: £22* 
 
Thursday 14 September  
Morning self-drive visit  
The Buildings, Broughton,  
Nr Stockbridge, Hampshire  
Members: £12 Guests: £15* 
 
Saturday 2 December  
Christmas Tea Party  
The Millennium Memorial Hall,  
Littleton, Nr Winchester, Hampshire  
Members: £12.00 Guests: £15.00*  
 

Members are encouraged to invite friends and family 

to join them at the Christmas Tea Party this year. As 

well as an interesting talk, seasonal music and festive 

tea, it is an opportunity to spread the word about the 

Trust’s valuable work. We hope our guests may like to 

join HGT as members. We’ll also be announcing our 

plans for 2018 garden visits and events. 

As always we welcome ideas for visits. Please contact 
me at walmsley.jill@gmail.com with any suggestions.  
 
Jill Walmsley 
 
*BACS payment to CAF Bank, Sort code: 40-52-40 
                                                       Account: 00030760 
Please add a reference and email Caroline Hubble to 
inform her you have paid - admin@hgt.org.uk  
 
Alternatively, send a cheque, made payable to 
‘Hampshire Gardens Trust’,  to HGT, Jermyns House, 
Jermyns Lane, Ampfield, Romsey, SO51 0QA 

mailto:prtj@talktalk.net
http://www.gregg.southampton.sch.ik/
mailto:walmsley.jill@gmail.com
mailto:dmin@hgt.org.uk
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2017 Visits 
Redenham Park & Chisenbury Priory:  25 May                                              
 
Redenham Park is set in landscaped parkland with the 
ornamental gardens situated at the back of the house. 
Lady Olivia Clark the owner and designer led us on a tour 
around the series of garden rooms, with the head 
gardener also available for questions. 
 
Lady Clark has lived at Redenham House for over 40 years 
and mentioned that it is often difficult to decide on 
changes and that she had sought advice from fellow 
garden designer Rupert Golby for the entrance border to 
the rose garden, where shrubs had overgrown. The new 
design was deceptively simple planting using evergreens, 
which led to a formal garden with box parterres filled 
with roses and surrounding a circular pond and fountain. 
 
Further areas of the garden had large herbaceous 
borders with an interesting oak pavilion flanked by 
architectural planting of Cardoon and Box topiary. The 
thatched pool house, where we had lunch, is set within a 
fine lawn with borders of romantic planting. The kitchen 
garden, greenhouses and herb garden were also all 
greatly appreciated and admired. 
 

 
Redenham – circular pond & fountain 

 

 
Redenham – oak pavilion 

 
Redenham – thatched pool house in distance 

 

Following this we travelled into Wiltshire for our visit to 
Chisenbury Priory. The owner Mr John Manser gave us 
an introduction to the history of the house where he and 
his wife have lived for 25 years. 
 
Mr Manser suggested we walked around the garden at 
our leisure and in any direction we chose as there was no 
particular order in which it should be explored. We all 
found different parts of the garden to sit in the shade or 
enjoy the sunshine in the peace and tranquility.  
 
 

 
Chisenbury Priory – entrance 

 

 
Chisenbury Priory – contemporary pergola 
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Chisenbury Priory 

A mill leat flows through the garden and there is a 
magnificent contemporary pergola walk, interesting 
sculpture and stone statuary. The woodland and meadow 
garden has mown paths which lead to a pond complete 
with a handsome duck house. 
The whole effect is most relaxing and enjoyable – it is a 
garden one never wants to leave. 

Photos: author 

Jill Walmsley 

 

  Upton Wold and Sezincote: 7 June 
 
On arrival at Upton Wold, we were welcomed by 
refreshments served on the lawn by the butler! 
We were then taken round by the owner, Ian Bond, a 
straight talking and entertaining guide, as well as an 
enthusiastic and informed horticulturalist. The garden 
has wide ranging vistas, undulating landscapes and 
wildflower meadows, a walnut arboretum, terraces, a 
canal, fountains and many exotic plants. Time passed all 
too quickly and with so much to see, many of us felt we 
wanted a return visit. Its description as one of the great 
Cotswold gardens is truly justified. 
 

 
Upton Wold – the walnut sculpture 

 

 

 
Upton Wold – pleached avenue 

 

 
Upton Wold – pathway of arches 

 

After a quick lunch in Moreton-in-Marsh, we went onto 
Sezincote, where the house guide was waiting to give us 
a private tour of the house, still in private ownership. 
The architect of the house was S P Cockerell, who earlier 
had designed nearby Indian-inspired Dalesford for 
Warren Hastings. By the time Sezincote was being built, 
attitudes were changing towards Indian architecture, 
and Sezincote’s interior is classic English in style, with 
light and airy rooms. The exterior, however, is still an 
attempt at Mogul architecture.  
After touring the house, we saw the great curved 
orangery and the water garden. The streams and pools 
are lined with bog plants and the stream is crossed by an 
Indian bridge adorned with Brahmin bulls. The gardens 
also featured a small pavilion, a temple and other 
Indian-style garden ornaments. It is a unique venue and 
it was a pleasure to have the whole estate to ourselves 
that afternoon.  
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Sezincote – view of House and the Orangery on the left 

 

 
Sezincote – the Indian bridge and Brahmin Bulls  

 

 
Sezincote – the Temple Pool (photo from the Temple) 

Photos: Mary Martyn (first 2) & author 

Helen Parsons 
See page 19 for more photos of Sezincote taken in 2016 

  Bentworth Lodge and The Wakes: 26 June                                                         
 

We were blessed with a beautiful summer’s day for these 
two visits near Alton. Bentworth Lodge and garden has 
been in the Andreae family since the 1940’s and is 
situated in a secluded parkland setting surrounded by 
historic deciduous woodlands. We were taken by Peter 
and Rosemary and their new gardener to see their sixty 
yard brick rose pergola, collection of old and new roses, 
and extensive herbaceous border, all of which were in 
magnificent bloom and colour. We then visited their 
walled vegetable garden and extensive water garden 
with dew pond.  

 
Bentworth Lodge – Rose pergola 

 

We went on to The Wakes Museum in Selborne, a ten-
minute drive from Bentworth. We were welcomed by 
Rosemary Irwin, Chair of the Museum, who gave a very 
interesting talk on the life of Gilbert White in his 18th 
century home, which is now the museum. We then had a 
delicious lunch in the tea rooms which were open 
exclusively that day for the Trust. After lunch, David 
Standing, the now retired Head Gardener of The Wakes, 
took us on a tour of the garden and parkland. We were 
shown Baker’s Hill, the Field Garden which houses the 
Hot Bed, where cucumbers are grown in the traditional 
way, the Ha-ha, the Kitchen Garden and extensive herb 
garden. 
 

 
The landscape park in the Wakes  

Photos: author 

Caroline Hubble 
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Earlstone Manor Farm and Sandleford Place 
 – 6 July 

 
On a very hot day we enjoyed the cool and shade offered 
by Earlstone Manor Farm garden, a truly hidden 
treasure, which is rarely open to the public. The owner 
explained the history and rationale of the garden which 
he had created over 30 years. The formal and topiaried 
style of the garden with box, clipped into patterns and 
forming parterres, knots and mazes and two mounds, 
gives it a theatrical presence, reminiscent of the Laskett 
Garden of Sir Roy Strong. At the same time, the garden’s 
pool and stream added to a calm and contemplative 
feeling. 
 
During lunch several members took the opportunity to 
visit Sandham Memorial Chapel to see Stanley Spencer’s 
war paintings. 
 
The afternoon’s visit to Sandleford Place was to a 
garden of complete contrast, full of colourful and some 
unusual planting, with little formal structure. We heard 
about the interesting history of the house and 
development of the garden. At the end of the hot day, it 
was a pleasure simply to relax with a cup of tea by the 
river. 

 

 
Introduction at Sandleford Place 

Photo: author 
Leslie Shaw 

 
 

Morning visit to Marlborough – 12 July 
 
We gathered on the terrace at Tom and Jill Otley’s 
Marlborough townhouse garden on an overcast morning 
following hours of rain the previous day.  

 
The group listening to the introduction to the garden 

 

Tom gave us an introduction about creating the garden 
by first digging out and terracing the steep slope which 
previously had almost overwhelmed the house. The 
garden is on chalk and flint and very well-drained. With 
no irrigation system installed, the planting is watered as 
needed with a hose-pipe, which has meant much work 
this summer.   
Jill outlined how they chose and worked with the garden 
designer Anne Keenan (an HGT member) on the overall 
structure of the garden, whilst their daughter-in-law 
designed the planting.  After the talks, we were able to 
wander through the garden at our own pace while Jill and 
Tom remained on hand to answer our many questions 
about the garden and planting.  Photograph albums of 

the changes were available to peruse in the 
Conservatory, where tea, coffee and delicious cake were 
also available. 
 

 
The original plan by Anne Keenan (HGT member) 

 
Most of us ascended the brick steps at the end of the 
croquet lawn through to a walled vegetable garden and 
on through an informal area of trees backed by pleached 
‘Red Sentinel’ Crab Apple. The series of rooms, features 
and structural planting of Holm Oak and Portuguese 
Laurel, drew us on a natural journey around the garden, 
largely unaware that we were climbing and several of us 
commented on the clever layout of the garden.  
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On the upper level, we paused 
realising there was a view across 
the rooftops of Marlborough 
before our attention was pulled 
back into the garden by the 
pond and rill that continued 
down steps to a long oak  
pergola. The beautifully 
constructed pergola runs the 
length of the ‘croquet lawn 
garden’ creating both a feature 
and a distinct area in itself.  
Adjacent to it, is a brick retaining 
wall softened by informal 
planting, including roses and 
repeated Clematis ‘Etoile’ and 
Hydrangea ‘Annabelle’. 

A garden mirror 
reflects the view of the 
Marlborough rooftops. 

 
Some of us found a charming ‘secret path’ from the 
upper level to the north terrace beside the house, with a 
further water feature which gave a grotto feel.  It was 
hard to believe that the whole garden is less than 10 
years old.  
 
Our next visit was to the nearby Merchants’ House, 
where we had a fascinating insight into the lives of 
successive generations of the Bayly family, who lived and 
worked in the house from its reconstruction after the 
Great Fire of Marlborough in 1653.  

 
The restored dining room at The Merchants’ House 

We were split into two groups, to be expertly guided 
through different rooms, some of which are still in the 
process of being restored. This work had revealed 
features and decoration from centuries ago enabling the 
splendid restoration of the dining room.  
At the rear of the house, a tiny garden has been 
recreated to represent what might have been in a 17th 

century garden, with heritage fruit trees, a box parterre 
and herb garden. More information can be found at 
http://www.themerchantshouse.co.uk/visits.  

Photos: author 

Helen Parsons 
 

 Thomas Garnier, the Gardening Dean 
(1776-1873) 
 
Thomas Garnier, Dean of Winchester from 1840-1872, 
was beloved by the people of Winchester and 
remembered by them as someone who fought injustice, 
bad housing and unsanitary conditions, unemployment 
and poverty. For those of us who live in Winchester 
now, he is better known for ‘Garnier’ Road and the 
Dean Garnier Garden in the Cathedral Close. The road 
was named after him, following his fight for the 
introduction of sewers into Winchester to combat the 
foetid air that pervaded the city centre in the mid-19th 
century. The garden in the Cathedral Close bears his 
name because of his well-documented skills as a 
horticulturist and gardener.   
Thomas Garnier was of Huguenot descent, his great, 
great grand-parents having left France for England in 
1685, following the Edict of Nantes when Protestants 
fled for their lives.  His great grandfather, Paul, created 
the Rookesbury estate, Wickham, later inherited by his 
father, George Charles, who became Apothecary 
General to the Army and High Sheriff of Hampshire. The 
Garnier family was wealthy and mixed with high society, 
Thomas becoming a life-long friend of Lord Palmerston 
who owned Broadlands. 
 
Thomas would have spent many happy hours exploring 
his father’s Hampshire estate of 4000 acres, whose 
landscaping in the 1760s had been influenced by 
Capability Brown, at around the same time as Brown’s 
re-design of Broadlands. His schooling, however, was of 
a much harsher influence. At age 13 he was sent to 
Hyde Abbey School, where ‘flogging Richards’ was the 
headmaster – which speaks for itself.  However, the 
flogging was apparently effective as Thomas did well 
enough in his classical studies to gain entrance to 
Worcester College, Oxford in 1793, where he attained a 
degree in law. Oxford at this time has been described as 
being at a nadir due to excessive drinking among many 
tutors and students. But Thomas’ passion for 
horticulture was growing and in 1798, Sir Joseph Banks 
persuaded him to become a member of the recently 
founded Linnaean Society. Some 62 years later, he 

http://www.themerchantshouse.co.uk/visits
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became the Father of the Society as its longest and 
oldest member, and his Herbarium is still lodged at the 
Museum of Natural History. Partly due to loss of the 
sight in his left eye inhibiting him from a naval future, 
Thomas chose the church and was ordained by 
Brownlow North, Bishop of Winchester in 1800.  

 
Garnier was tall and handsome and all his life spoke 
with a drawl, known as the ‘Cavendish Drawl’. However, 
though early portraits reveal a proud, perhaps 
supercilious face, it changed into one of extraordinary 
kindly charm as he got older. 
 
He became rector of Bishopstoke in 1807 and 
immediately rebuilt the rectory to accommodate a 
growing family. He then devoted himself to laying out a 
garden. He very soon purchased a turnip field on the 
east side of the Rectory and a large meadow at a lower 
level on the south side. There were kitchen and flower 
gardens and an arboretum with many newly imported 
specimen and exotic trees and shrubs of interest. The 
Garden Magazine, 1834, describes amongst others 
Pinus Pallula from Mexico, Cedar deodora from the 
Himalayas, Chimonanthus fragrans and Luteus species 
from China. The garden and arboretum became famous 
throughout Europe and were visited by the Consort, 
Prince Albert.  At the time that Garnier was developing 
his garden in Bishopstoke, William Cobbett, the 
renowned social commentator acquired farmland in 
Botley and both men imported many trees from 
America, as well as seeds and plants. Many unusual 
trees and shrubs in the neighbourhood of Bishopstoke 
owe their origin to the far-famed Rectory gardens.  
 
Thomas became Dean of Winchester (from 1840-1872), 
where he planted extensively in and around the Close. 
A Cedar of Lebanon, attributed to him, had to be 
removed in 2016, but its wood has since been re-used 
on cladding in the works yard. Thomas certainly 
expanded the Deanery gardens where he is credited 
with planting the first tulips and an old oak, upon which 
a plaque still informs us that it came from seedlings 
planted by the Dean. 
   
In 1867, after 60 years of serving as their rector, the 
Dean’s jubilee was celebrated at Bishopstoke and in 
1869 he resigned the rectory. Three years later in 1872, 
the year before his death, he resigned as Dean of 
Winchester.  
 
 

 

 
Plaque of Thomas Garnier at Dean Garnier Garden 

 
Thomas Garnier favoured generosity and reconciliation, 
raised the standard of music in the Cathedral, imparted 
‘much life and energy’ to the services and introduced 
the installation of gas lighting and heating stoves to 
make the building less inhospitable in winter. He 
remained true to his Whig credentials speaking out 
against poverty and poor housing as well as supporting 
the foundation of the Royal County Hospital and a 
newly founded city museum. For much of his long reign 
as Dean he was referred to throughout Hampshire as 
‘The good old Dean’.  Added to which today, he is 
known as the ‘Gardening Dean’. 

Photo: The Friends of Dean Garnier 

Janet Hurrell 
 
I am indebted to Julia Wang, author and great, great, 
great granddaughter of Thomas Garnier, for much of 
the information in this article.  
 
Sources 
Bygone Bishopstoke compiled by Dorothy Escombe, The 
Wykeham Press, 1925 
The Gardener’s Magazine, 10th August 1834 
The Chronicles of the Garniers of Hampshire 1530-1900 
Arthur Edmund Garnier, 1900 
Emma Sharpe, Head Gardener, Winchester Cathedral 
And various references in Hampshire Record Office 
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  Garden History talks at 
  Hampshire Record Office 

 
We have enjoyed three Tuesday talks so far this year on 
such varied topics as 

The Secret Life of a Georgian Garden, Jane Austen 

and the Landscape Garden and Graham Stuart 

Thomas and his Legacy at Mottisfont.   

Kate Fellus entertained the listeners with an insight into 
what went on in Georgian gardens and the influence 
their design and iconic features had on the lives of the 
owners. Elizabeth Proudman was equally entertaining as 
she revealed how Jane Austen had used landscape parks 
and garden design in her writing, sometimes for us to 
understand her characters and sometimes to comment 
on the social mores of the time. The last talk was given by 
David Stone who worked with, and took over from, 
Graham Stuart Thomas as Head Gardener at Mottisfont. 
He informed the audience that the famous rose gardens 
would be open the following evening for charity; and on 
a beautiful June evening several of us turned up to hear 
him read his own poems invoked by his favourite roses. 

 
‘A poem for a Rose’  

 

The 2 pm Tuesday talks, organised by the Research 
Group, continue on 19 September with Sally Miller and 
Janice Bennetts both active members of the Trust. Sally 
will give a lively account of the Revd. Gilpin, who became 
the vicar of Boldre in 1778, setting down his ‘rules’ for 
grouping trees and shrubs, waxing lyrical about ‘withered 
tops, dead arms, drooping boughs, decaying grandeur’ 
the very antithesis of Capability Brown’s stylized and 
manicured landscapes.  

Janice will follow on 17 October with The History of the 
British Rock Garden exploring the fact that Alpine plants 
were brought into Britain in the 16th century although the 

first record to be found of them growing amongst rocks 
was not until 150 years later. 

Tickets for these talks are £8 in advance or £10 on the 
door. The booking form and any further information can 
be found on the HGT website 
http://www.hgt.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2017/02/Booking-form-talks-2017.pdf 
or a seat can be reserved by emailing   
sheila@thedden.com   Photo: author 

 

Sheila Carey-Thomas   

 Hampshire Gardens Trust and  
 CPRE Hampshire 

 
The Hampshire Gardens Trust and the Hampshire 
branch of CPRE (the Campaign to Protect Rural England) 
are forging a closer working relationship. Both 
organisations work with volunteers and communities to 
protect and enhance Hampshire’s rich heritage. Whilst 
Hampshire Gardens Trust focuses on parks, gardens and 
designed green spaces, CPRE Hampshire is concerned 
with the county’s wider countryside and landscape. 
The new impetus for cooperation came from three 
heritage house and garden-related planning issues. 
Firstly, historic Bramshill House in the district of Hart 
was at risk from a change of ownership. This was 
leading to a huge restoration and possible threats to 
the Grade II* Registered Park and Garden from major 
housing development. The Grade I Jacobean mansion 
itself had long been a police college and in need of 
attention. 
Secondly, Minley Manor also in Hart, has been called 
‘Hampshire’s chateau’ that has been sold by the 
Ministry of Defence to a private buyer. It has extensive 
gardens and a designed landscape. Both organisations 
have concerns about current redevelopment plans. 
In addition to these, a third threat has emerged in 
Basingstoke, close to Hackwood House and landscape 
park. A proposal to site a new service station and hotel 
in fields south of the M3 at J6, led CPRE Hampshire to 
submit detailed comments to Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council on the need for an Environmental 
Impact Assessment. The Grade 1 listed landscape park 
would be adversely affected by the plans, and HGT has 
also submitted comments. Both organisations are now 
working together on this. 
 
 

http://www.hgt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Booking-form-talks-2017.pdf
http://www.hgt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Booking-form-talks-2017.pdf
mailto:sheila@thedden.com
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 About CPRE in Hampshire 
 
Registered as a charity in 1966, 2016 marked the 50th 
anniversary of CPRE Hampshire.  Its work in the county 
spans wide-ranging countryside and rural issues – from 
landscapes, hedgerows and dark skies, to housing and 
planning, farming and food, transport, energy and 
waste and the rural economy. CPRE Hampshire has 
almost 2,000 members, including individuals, town and 
parish councils and amenity organisations. It has a 
branch office in Winchester and is active across the 
county with six voluntary district groups. The charity 
depends entirely on public support. CPRE Hampshire is 
currently working on a Hampshire Strategic Vision and 
campaigning for  a new designated Green Belt in the 
south of the county.  
Dee Haas, CPRE Hampshire Chairman and Tony Hurrell 
of the Trust have met, and Tony has joined CPRE 
Hampshire’s Planning and Policy Group to take part in 
policy discussions and help coordinate action and 
representation. 
Visit www.cprehampshire.org.uk to find out more. 
Edward Dawson 
Planning Officer, CPRE 
 

 HGT Endorsement of closer relations with  
 CPRE Hampshire 
 
HGT Trustees have endorsed closer relations with CPRE 
Hampshire and it is hoped that Simon Hayes and Dee 
Haas will meet in the Autumn. The campaign for a new, 
designated Green Belt in the south of the County,  
north of Fareham and Havant and stretching to the 
edge of the South Downs, is to be supported by HGT, 
not least because of the possible adverse effects of any 
development on the various historic parks and gardens 
in this stretch of Hampshire countryside. 
 
Tony Hurrell 

 
 
 

The Garden Trust Tour of               
North-East Scotland – July 2017 

Four members from our Trust went on this Tour, 
organised by The Gardens Trust.  We visited three 
different castles, parks and gardens each day and I have 
chosen three which were quite exceptional: Edzell Castle, 
Kildrummy and Pitmuies. The tour’s aim was to give an 
insight into the wealth and sophistication of creators of 

gardens and parks in the area from the 16th century.  
Even though many of the castles are in ruins and seem 
built for defence, there remains enough evidence to 
indicate their owners’ leisurely and cultural lives.  

 

 Edzell Castle 
 
The most outstanding example is at Edzell Castle. In 
1604, Sir David Lindsay, who travelled widely with his 
brother on the continent, created a walled garden of 
great distinction adjacent to his castle.  It is often 
referred to as a classic example of European Renaissance. 
Three highly decorated walls contain three rows of 
recesses arranged in a chequered design. The solid 
sections would have been painted blue with white or 
silver flowers in the recesses but today the paintwork has 
disappeared and containers of blue and white lobelia 
have been placed in them. There are seven-rayed stars 
above the recesses carved in relief, with a hole in the 
centre for birds to nest which are now blocked to protect 
the structure (Fig. 1). The stars were symbols adopted by 
the Lindsays from their predecessors, the Stirlings of 
Glensk. On each wall between the recesses  sculptured 
panels  depict on the west;  the Seven Cardinal Virtues  – 
faith, hope, charity, prudence, temperance, fortitude and 
justice; on the south, the Seven Liberal Arts – 
Grammatica, Rhetorica, Dialectica, arithmetic, music, 
geometry and astronomy  and on the east, the Seven 
Planetary Deities – Luna, Mercury, Venus, Sol, Mars, 
Jupiter and Saturn (Figs 2 & 3).   

In the south-west corner of the walls there are the 
remains of a bath house, while on the south-east corner a 
two-storey summerhouse is intact. In the 1930s when the 
Castle was passed to the State, a parterre was created in 
the centre (Fig. 4). Evidence of a central feature was also 
found, although it is unlikely that there would have been 
such an elaborate parterre as that existing today.  

 
Fig 1 Edzell – recesses with lobelia 

http://www.cprehampshire.org.uk/
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Fig 2. Edzell – a single panel depicting ‘Arithmetic –  

no gender bias here! 
 

 
Fig 3. Edzell – the south wall 

 
Fig 4 Edzell – the parterre with the summerhouse in the distance 

 

 KilKildrummy 
 
A 19th century engraving shows that the ruined 
Kildrummy Castle was built on a ridge and majestically 
commanded the valleys on either side. This fortress-
residence was built in the mid-13th century in the grand 
manner, incorporating styles that were then fashionable 
throughout Europe.  Stones for the Castle and the 
subsequent late 19th house, built on a parallel ridge and 
accessed by a new bridge, came from an old quarry 
below the Castle. This quarry, known as the Black Den of 
Kildrummy, was developed by Colonel James Ogston and 

his wife, Anne, as an inspirational garden to accompany 
their new house.  It is claimed that a Japanese firm was 
employed to construct the garden. However, it is known 
that David Peary, from the famous alpine York nursery of 
Backhouse, was employed in 1904 to plant beds against 
the quarry face.  It is thought that he planted 
Schizophragma hydrangeoides – a member of the 
hydrangea family from Japan, introduced into this 
country by Veitch and Son. The plant climbs from the 
bottom to the top of the quarry and was in its full glory 
on our visit (Fig. 5). The bridge, the burn below with 
winding paths, the rock garden, and the exuberant 
planting make this a delightful as well as a peaceful 
garden (Fig 6).  

 
Fig 5  Black Den of Kildrummy – Schizophragma hydrangeoides 

 

 
Fig 6 Black Den of Kildrummy – bridge and burn 

 

Pitmuies House 
 
The house at Pitmuies also has a long history, as it was 
first recorded in the late 1500s. Changes came when a 
grand west front was added in the late 17th century, and 
two pavilions a hundred years or so later. The walled 
garden to the east of the house was in existence by 1780. 
However, it was Major and Mrs Ogilvie, who bought the 
house in 1945, and their subsequent families who 
significantly changed the layout and planting of the 
grounds. The third generation has now taken over with a 
magical touch, and except for the mowing they do all the 
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gardening. The walled garden is compartmentalised into 
four areas: a kitchen garden, herbaceous borders, rose 
garden and cherry tree walk. The herbaceous borders are 
aptly described as ‘a ravine of flowers’ (Fig. 7).  A circular 
walk south from the walled garden, along a burn planted 
with hornbeams and many other fine trees, provides a 
view from the west to the front of the house over a 
splendid wildflower meadow, named Policy Field (Fig. 8). 
This is separated from the lawn and house by a recently 
constructed ha-ha, built from stone acquired from the 
demolition of nearby Guthrie Station (Fig. 9). On the 
north side, paths around Black Loch, surrounded by 
woodland, complete the walk (Fig. 10). 

 
Fig. 7 Pitmuies – ‘a ravine of flowers’ 

 
Fig. 8 Pitmuies – west front and wildflower meadow 

 
Fig. 9 Pitmuies – ha-ha 

 

 
Fig. 10 Pitmuies – Black Loch 

Sources 
Historic Scotland 2007 Edzell Castle and Garden 
Historic Scotland 2008 Kildrummy Castle and Glenbuchat Castle 
Kristina Taylor, The Gardens Trust Scottish Tour 2 - 30

th
 June – 6

th
 July 

2017 
Pitmuies Gardens – A Guide to the Gardens – Designed in conjunction 
with Christopher Dingwall and Rosanna Tooley 

photos: author 

Janice Bennetts 
 

The Gardens Trust Tours 

 

 
The Gardens Trust tours are open to 
all County Gardens Trust members, 
though if you are not also an 
individual member of The Gardens 
Trust, a small extra charge is added.  

As an individual member you also will receive the Garden 
History Journal, published twice-yearly by the Gardens 
Trust.  

 

 

 

A A Note  from Jo Whitworth 
 
Professional garden photographer Jo Whitworth is 
currently searching for material for a future publication. 
She is looking for lovely, atmospheric old abandoned 
garden buildings and walled gardens to photograph, with 
features such as old glasshouses, bothies, sheds, gates 
etc. She would be grateful to hear from any members 
who might know of anything from visits to private 
gardens and estates, anywhere in the UK. Please contact 
her at: jo@whitworthgardenphotos.co.uk 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:jo@whitworthgardenphotos.co.uk
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Book Reviews 
 

 

Gardens of Court and Country: English design    
1630-1730 

By David Jacques 
416pp 
YALE University Press 
ISBN: 97830022212 
This book is the fruit of a lifetime’s research on the 
formal gardens of England and Wales which preceded the 
‘natural’ landscape gardens of the Brownian era. Its 
reliance largely on black-and-white engravings of the 
period brings home the almost total loss of these gardens 
today, of which there were about 300. Only a tiny 
handful (such as William III’s Privy Garden at Hampton 
Court) has even been re-created, let alone survived. Even 
in their heyday, these gardens were rarities, owned 
largely by royalty or aristocrats (with a few men who had 
made serious money by commerce etc): a much narrower 
range of class and fortune than those who followed the 
later Brownian fashion.  The author has used modern 
archaeological studies and geophysical surveys to 
supplement information from engravings, estate maps, 
plans and the occasional oil painting.   

The book can be read as a detailed overview of the subtle 
changes in fashion in gardens over the period from 
c.1630 down to 1730, when the fashion had already 
started to “turn against palisades [tall hedges] because 
they confined the sight” (p. 293) and clients turned their 
interest to their parks and the wider landscape, instead 
of the previous “extravagant parterres”. In addition these 
300 gardens went through a series of changes through 
the course of this period alone, amounting to 600 
‘overlays’ as the author calls these alterations. It also 
looks at a few Continental and American examples. 

Finally it charts the return of both the formal garden (in 
the Arts & Crafts period) and the ‘landform’ landscape 
style of today.  

For researchers of specific sites, it is an invaluable tool. 
Only seven places are given in Hampshire. Northington 
Grange, however, is not included; but a lecture on the 
previous formal gardens there, heard by the reviewer, 
may never have been published. Sources for the 
illustrations are given at the end of the book which is 
good, as the necessity for reducing enormous early-18th 
century engravings to the width of a (sizeable) book page 
results in a very small scale. The complete history of a 
site is not given: instead, the individual features are 
treated in their historical context, hence the importance 
of the indices. Their different titles are confusing, 
however, as is their arrangement.  

The owners of the properties and their social context are 
also given – as well as how they made the necessary 
fortune to commission these expensive projects. This 
book is a landmark in Garden History studies.  
 

Georgina Craufurd  
 

 

 

Lancelot Brown and the Capability Men: 
Landscape Revolution in Eighteenth-century 
England 

by David Brown &  Tom Williamson 
Reaktion Books, 2016 
352pp 
ISBN:978-1-78023 6445 
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The book covers the familiar ground of Brown’s 
landscape work but presents it from a new angle, 
looking closely at how Brown actually operated, and 
challenging the assumption that the ‘Brownian park’ 
was actually Brown’s innovation. As well as succinctly 
sketching out the political, economic, industrial and 
social context, the authors deal more specifically with 
the gardens and landscapes in the first half of the 
eighteenth century. This is not a simplistic account of 
those times, and the authors present familiar themes 
in a fresh light, reviewing texts of the time, authorities 
writing today, as well as newer research on Brown’s 
contemporaries. 

Williamson and Brown unpick exactly what Brown’s 
landscapes were like, and question the idea that the 
Brown style, once formed, did not change. There is a 
wealth of plans, paintings and photographs, and the 
authors highlight Brown’s involvement not just with 
landscape parks but with shrubberies, kitchen gardens, 
the construction of stables, cottages, ice-houses, 
drying yards etc. David Brown’s research into Brown’s 
accounts underpins the analysis of how the ‘design and 
build’ business actually worked – who he employed, his 
network of contacts and ‘co-workers’. These men, 
Brown himself, and his rivals, are characterised as the 
‘Capability Men’. 

This is a fresh and invigorating appraisal of Brown, and 
is very readable. It is not, however, a ‘light’ read, being 
packed with dense scholarship and penetrating 
analysis. As the sub-title suggests, it sets Brown firmly 
in the context of the eighteenth century, and explores 
what came after him.  
 
Wendy Bishop 

 

Parks & Gardens UK – a new home 
 
 
 
 

A few images from the Research  
Group’s Fareham Park Survey  - 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Some images from the Research Group’s 
Fareham Park Survey 2016 
 

 

Bath Lane Recreation Ground – Western approach  
Estuary to the right 

 

 
Blackbrook Recreation Ground 

Looking east towards the play area  
 

 
 

 

Recent Press Release 
Parks & Gardens UK is entering an exciting phase in its 
development at its new home with the Hestercombe 
Gardens Trust. In September 2016 Parks & Gardens UK 
(P&GUK) with Hestercombe Gardens Trust received 
£97,900 from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) to secure 
the future of the P&GUK database and website of historic 
designed landscapes. 
There will be more on this in the next newsletter. 

  

The Gillies                                                                                      
Path through woodland 

Photos: Janice Bennetts, Eleanor Waterhouse, Dee Clift 
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