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 Acting Chairman’s Message 
 

The first Newsletter of 2018 brings news that our Administrator, Caroline Hubble, 
left us at the end of February to move on to a position within another 
organisation.  Caroline had been with the Trust for nearly 5 years, keeping the 
office going, through thick and thin. Many members will have met her out and 
about over the years, as she didn’t confine herself to the office. The Trustees 
have thanked Caroline for the work she has done and for her commitment to the 
Trust. We all wish her well in her new role. 
 

New Administrator 
 
I am delighted to report that we have appointed Jo Bolt as our new 
Administrator. Jo started on 5th March and fortunately Lucy Futter, our previous 
Administrator, was able to stand in for a couple of weeks.    
 
Jo comes to us with a strong background in administration, both in the private 
and charitable sectors. She has experience in fund raising and management of 
marketing campaigns, holding a Diploma in Marketing. She has a passion for 
horticulture, and has a RHS Certificate in Practical Horticulture from Sparsholt 
College. While she recognises that her role with us is not one of practical 
gardening, she is excited about supporting Trustees and Members in our 
activities and being part of our development plans into the future. 
 

The future 
 
As the Trustees move forward with plans to expand the work of the Trust back 
into the education arena and offer an interest to the younger generations, Jo’s 
experience in marketing and fund raising will provide both a new capability in the 
office and support to Trustees. We all look forward to working together to 
develop opportunities for the Trust and our members. 
 
Finally, as my time as Acting Chair comes to an end in May, Trustees are seeking 
a new Chair. If you are interested in taking on this role, or know anyone who 
might be interested, please let us know through the office email   
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I’d like to thank you for your continued support 
and hope you, like us, remain excited by the 
opportunities ahead. Without your continued 
support none of this would be possible. 
 
Best Wishes 
Simon Hayes 
Acting Chairman 

 

Research News 
 

We continue to maintain, update and enhance the 
Hampshire Register of Historic Parks and Gardens on 
behalf of Hampshire County Council. This work is the 
most significant component of HGT’s annual report to 
HCC. On receipt of that report we receive an annual 
grant to HGT under the terms of our Service Level 
Agreement.  

 

 Urban Parks Project 
 

We visited and assessed the Havant parks during the 
summer and the report has now been published online 
-http://research.hgt.org.uk/.  The programme of work 
continues with Rushmoor (Aldershot and Farnborough 
parks) and Gosport (updating work done in 2013). The 
pressure on local authority budgets often impacts 
quickly on parks, which are not a statutory 
responsibility. Our findings so far show some 
commendable improvements but also some worrying 
developments where small urban green spaces are 
disappearing under housing. No other single body in 
the County is monitoring this so I am grateful to all the 
research teams who have done the leg work.  
 

 
King George V Playing Fields, Farnborough 

Photo: Eleanor Waterhouse 
 

  Public talks and lectures 
 
We had hoped that by providing a more central venue and 
talks on different topics in 2017 we would expand our 
potential audience. This did not happen to any noticeable 
extent although all the talks were well attended by our 
‘regulars’ and we made a modest profit of around £500 
for the Trust.    
 
3rd October 2018 – save the date – is our next study 
day at Chawton House when the theme will be how 
‘fashions’ in water features in gardens changed over 
time.  The day will include lunch: details will be 
published soon. 
 

 
Chawton House 2011 

Photo: Janice Bennetts 
 

I am very lucky to have an active, supportive – and 
knowledgeable! – team helping me to deliver the 
excellent work of our Research Group. Thanks to Janice 
Bennetts, Janet Hurrell, Dee Clift, Sheila Carey-Thomas, 
Helen Powell and Rosie Yeomans. Elsewhere in this 
Newsletter are accounts on our Sparsholt College project 
and our research for the Humphry Repton bicentenary.  
 
Sally Miller, 
Chair of the Research Group 
 

Conservation & Development (C & D) 
News 

 

The C & D Team continues to seek new members –  Town 
planners, landscape designers (retired or otherwise) or 
anyone with a keen interest in the future of historic parks 
and gardens in Hampshire. If you, or anyone you know, 
might be interested – please contact the office and we 
can explain further what is involved. 

http://research.hgt.org.uk/
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Hackwood Park 2001 

Photo: Janice Bennetts 

As reported in the last Newsletter, the proposed 
development of a motorway service station and 
hotel at Junction 6 of the M3, in the vicinity of the 
Grade I listed Hackwood Park, remains a matter of 
concern, though we understand no decision has yet 
been taken. Another major site of interest – though 
not for the same concerns – is Staunton Park, which 
has a restoration and improvement plan well 
underway. Mike Ricketts is on the Steering 
Committee on behalf of HGT and we will report fully 
in the next issue of the Newsletter.  

 
Staunton Stable Block – proposed new visitor centre 

Photos: Janice Bennetts 

Meanwhile, the Team continues to respond to the 
numerous planning applications referred to us, which 
might affect a site on the Hampshire Register of 
Historic Parks and Gardens. At the same time we 
support, with either small grants or advice, various 
projects such as Home Nursery Green and Dean 
Garnier Garden in Winchester, a garden at Emsworth 
Old Hospital and St John’s churchyard, New Alresford.  

Janet Hurrell 
 
 

Events  
 
 

Afternoon visit to Kimpton House  
Near Petersfield 
1st  August 2017 

 
Susan and Christopher Napier have lived at  Kimpton House 
for 25 years. HGT was the last group to be given access to 
this fascinating garden, as the owners do not plan to open 
in the future.  

The Arts & Crafts house was built around 1923 by a student 
of Edwin Lutyens. It is believed the garden was designed by 
Inigo Triggs and the hard landscaping of terracing and ogee 
shaped lawns is typical of his style. 

Susan guided us through her beautiful garden explaining her 
creative ideas, planting successes and struggles.  We had a 
wonderful few hours relaxing and enjoying this interesting 
garden on a perfect breezy summer’s afternoon.  Many 
thanks to the Napiers for hosting our group. 

 

 
Kimpton Lodge 

 

 From Vine to Wine 
 Afternoon visit to The Downs House 
 4th September 2017 

 
Mark and Jackie Porter opened their vineyard and 
garden for our visit on a pleasant late summer 
afternoon. 
After a brief introduction to the establishment of the 
garden from scratch in 2001, Mark took us into the 
vineyards, where there are 150 vines currently in 
production, with a further 1,000 new vines planted in 
the meadow beyond.  
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He described the different grape varieties and how the 
vines are planted, trained and pruned and eventually 
harvested. We were given some fascinating insights 
into winemaking.  One example was that the grapes 
are small because it is the area of ‘skin’ that is 
important in producing flavour. After our talk in the 
vineyard Mark demonstrated the equipment he uses 
in the harvesting process (which is the same as in a 
commercial winery but on a smaller scale). An 
enjoyable and generous sampling of two white, one 
rosé and one red wine, confirmed the view that 
English wines are now top class.  

Mark Porter at The Down House Vineyard 
Photos: Jill Walmsley 

 

Morning visit to  
The Buildings, Broughton 
14th September 2017 
 

Gillian Pugh’s wonderful late summer garden has been 
a must see for anyone interested in naturalistic planting 
and the power of change.  After opening the garden for 
the NGS, garden groups and organisations for many 
years, Gillian will be concentrating on other interests in 
the future and so, here also, we were the last group to 
be invited. 

Exploring the borders was a joy and we were able to 
purchase unusual and rare Salvias from the nursery. 
Many thanks to Gillian and Dick Pugh for their kind 
hospitality. 

 

I would like to hear from any members who might think 
of joining the Team or just have interesting ideas for 
visits to pass on. 

 

Jill Walmsley 
Events Team Leader 

Joint HGT - 
Sparsholt College Initiative, 2017   

 
In a new initiative, a small team of HGT researchers has 
been working with degree students at Sparsholt 
College. Rosie Yeomans, a former lecturer at Sparsholt 
and now HGT Trustee and welcome new member of 
the Research team, suggested that we could enhance 
the coursework of students in their final year of a BSc 
in ‘Horticulture, Plantsmanship and Design’. Following 
discussion with Chris Prior and Chris Bird of Sparsholt 
College, we arranged two sessions with the group of six 
students.  

Sally Miller, Jeanne Renshaw, Sue Adams and I gave 
the students an induction into garden history research 
skills at the Hampshire Record Office (HRO), and pairs 
were given a garden from our ‘research to do’ list. The 
sites chosen were small but interesting. We provided 
the students with a sequence of Ordnance Survey 
maps and spent an afternoon guiding them through 
searching the HRO catalogue, ordering and studying 
relevant documents. After that session, they continued 
their research, as far as the evidence and the time they 
had available allowed, and were free to contact us for 
more advice at any time.  

The second session was designed to give the students a 
practical exercise in the conservation/re-design of an 
historic garden. Sheila Carey-Thomas generously 
volunteered Thedden Grange and its walled kitchen 
gardens for this exercise, and by all accounts a good 
and productive visit was had (well-fortified on a very 
cold day by Sheila’s soup and cake!).  

In January 2018 the students gave their presentations 
of the first task to their tutors at Sparsholt. HGT 
researchers were invited along and we were all bowled 
over by the quality of the research carried out, which 
included contact with the owners and site visits. Rosie 
said that the staff at Sparsholt felt that the students 
had benefitted enormously from the collaboration and 
guidance provided and the students, for their part, 
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agreed that having a practical exercise to do rather 
than a paper one, had led to increased motivation and 
enjoyment, as well as the acquisition of valuable skills. 
The results of their research will be incorporated into 
the Gazetteers published on the Research pages of the 
HGT web site. Chris Prior, one of the course tutors, was 
equally positive and is keen to repeat the process in 
the future. 

Sparsholt Study day at Thedden Grange 

 
Thedden Grange Walled Garden 

Photos: Rachel Benson, Student 
 

Thanks to Sally, Rosie, Sheila, Jeanne and Sue for their 
involvement and sharing of expertise, and for helping to 
launch an initiative which highlights our work and may 
well inspire others to join us. 

Dee Clift 
Researcher 
 
 
 

Humphry Repton Bicentenary 
 
This year is the bicentenary celebration of the life of 
Humphry Repton. County Garden Trusts have been 
asked to review the sites that were attributed to his 
design by John Phibbs, the garden historian. In 
Hampshire, five sites were listed. Sally Miller and Dee 
Clift are looking again at the two well-known Hampshire 
sites: Stratton Park, near Winchester and Herriard Park, 
near Basingstoke. Both are Historic England Grade II 
Registered Parks and Gardens.  While consulting the 
Herriard archive in the Hampshire Record Office, Dee 
found numerous letters from Repton to his client G. 
Purefoy Jervoise and some bills;  a rare find. The archive 
also contains numerous bundles of gardening receipts 
which should enable us to work out what was planted 
when Repton was involved at Herriard Park. For many of 
the sites which he designed, Repton sold the owner a 
‘Red book’ with explanatory text and watercolour 
drawings of the  site, together  with a system of overlays 
indicating the ‘before’ and proposed ‘after’  view. In 
respect of the Hampshire sites, only the ‘Red book’ for 
Stratton Park has survived and that is still in private 
ownership. Sally found a complete typewritten 
transcription of the text for the Stratton Red Book in the 
Record Office and John Phibbs supplied his own 
photographs of the drawings.  As yet, no evidence has 
been found for the other three sites in Hampshire: 
Brooklands; Norman Court and Stratford Saye.  

Most of the Repton designed landscape sites are in the 
east of England (he lived in Essex). Repton published 
three major books on garden design: Sketches and Hints 
on Landscape Gardening (1795); Observations on the 
Theory and Practice of Landscape Gardening (1803); and 
Fragments on the Theory and Practice of Landscape 
Gardening (1816). These drew on material and 
techniques used in the Red Books and have given him 
the reputation as being the first person to coin the term 
‘landscape gardener’. 1 

On 23rd March 2018, the Repton 200 Season will be 
launched at Aylsham Parish Church, Norfolk where he 
was buried. Recently, Linden Groves, the Strategic 
Development Officer for The Gardens Trust, announced 
that they had 

 ‘now been successful in winning a Heritage 
Lottery Fund grant for an additional Repton-
based project. Running through to the end of 
2019, ‘Sharing Repton’ will firstly deliver five 
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different activities at five different Repton sites 
around the country using local volunteers and 
aimed at including participation from local 
communities. It will additionally create an 
infrastructure of skill sharing, guidance 
materials and training workshops with a view to 
other groups being able to roll out this sort of 
local community event in the future.’  

 
Image: The Gardens Trust 

A dedicated Repton website will soon be launched 
giving events that will be happening up and down the 
country. 

 

Janice Bennetts 
1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HumphryRepton 

 

 Home Nursery Green, Winchester 
 
Longtime members of HGT might remember an article 
in the HGT magazine of 2013 about Home Nursery 
Green, which is hidden behind the Hillier Garden 
Centre on Romsey Road, Winchester. The Green is 
accessed by a narrow path to one side of the Garden 
Centre. It takes its name from parts of the site of the 
Hillier nursery established on Romsey Road by Edwin 
Hillier in 1874. At that time, the nursery stretched for 
14.5 acres to where Greenhill Road is now, and was 
named either Home Nursery or N0. 1 Nursery. Just 1/2 
acre containing 13 specimen trees was left after land 
was sold off for housing in 1979, to be developed as 
community open space. 
 
By 2003, there was litter everywhere and it had been 
identified for housing infill. However, local residents 
had other ideas and voted to keep the green as an 
open community space. From the 2003 Noticeboard, 
it is obvious that a lot was done to improve the site. 
There were specially designed children’s play features 
set amongst specimen trees from the past and newly 
planted ones – ‘….an Andalucian oak (apparently the 

grandfather of a tree in Buckingham Palace gardens), 
a weeping lime, a Chinese red birch, a Euodia or bee 
tree, a Manna ash, a Japanese katsura, a corkscrew 
hazel and a tansy-leaved thorn’, are all described but 
at the time of the 2013 article ‘... it was hard to 
pinpoint all the specimen trees and the children’s play 
features were looking rather sad.’ 
 

 
 Nursery Green garden 2013 

 

By 2017, it was even harder to see much of the 2003 
efforts and Winchester City Council decided to 
upgrade the Green, initiating discussions with nearby 
residents for their ideas. At the same time, Hampshire 
Gardens Trust was approached to see if it might help, 
and the Conservation and Development Team agreed 
to offer to pay for a new Notice Board. Trustee, Rosie 
Yeomans, also agreed to assist with advice on design 
and replanting. Then the icing on the cake, so to 
speak, came from James Hillier with an offer to supply 
new plants and trees. It is a good example of the 
community coming together for the benefit of all. 
Once the work is completed, we hope that you will 
pass through and admire a delightful, small green 
public space in Winchester. 

 
Nursery Green garden 2013 

Photos: Janet Hurrell 

Janet Hurrell 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HumphryRepton
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HGT Hutton Library News 
 

So far this year there have been relatively few books 
published on topics suitable for our Library; I think we 
are all still recovering from the wealth of research and 
writing in 2016/2017 inspired by the Brown300 
anniversary. We acquired a selection of Brownian titles 
last year, the most important of which were probably 
John Phibbs' Placemaking: the Art of Capability Brown 
and Steffie Shields' Moving Heaven and Earth: Capability 
Brown's Gift of Landscape. We also received a copy of 
Lancelot Brown's Account Book. 

We are now waiting to see what books will emerge this 
year to enrich our understanding of Humphry Repton in 
the 200th anniversary year of his death. Stephen 
Daniels' monograph on Humphry Repton was published 
in 1999 and it would be interesting to learn what 
advances have been made since then. 

At the beginning of this year we have been much 
exercised in receiving and sorting a very generous 
donation of bound volumes of Country Life, from 
Chawton House Library. This was particularly timely as 
we had just asked the Hartley Library if their Country Life 
volumes could be moved next to the shelves where our 
collection is housed. The Library agreed and has now 
melded the new volumes in with their existing holding so 
that we have access to a very good 'run' of back issues of 
this invaluable journal. Our earliest volume is number 2 
(1897) up to 2002; the series is not without some gaps 
but it is well worth consulting the Hartley Library online 
catalogue if you wish to see an old copy of CL, without 
having to travel to the Lindley Library or Bristol or 
Reading! We are very grateful to the staff at the Hartley 
Special Collections for making this possible and thank 
them for the hard work involved. Do please make use of 
our resources as much as you can for, as they warn, 'use 
it or lose it'! 
 

 Valerie Joynt 
 Honorary Librarian 
 

Access to the library for all members 

 
Our Research members find this a particularly valuable 
resource. However, the Library is available to any 
member who wishes to use it. Contact the office for a 
membership card which can be shown at the Library 
reception. A mini card will be issued. Some books from 
our library may be borrowed as well. 

News from the Friends Groups 

 
Dean Garnier Garden, Winchester 
 
The Lady Chapel bed having been redesigned and 
planted in 2017, the Trustees of the Garden are now 
hoping to raise £5,000 to complete the design with two 
stone benches and a 3-arched metal rose arbour. HGT 
has agreed to a small grant towards this total.  

The Gazebo Garden, Havant 
 

The Gazebo Garden representative in the Friends Group 
had to step down in 2017 and was not replaced. 
However, we are hopeful that the Garden may soon be 
represented again as HGT has learnt that the garden 
continues to be developed. The grapevine let us know 
that the gardeners had taken delivery of plants from 
Romsey Gardens, but it was too cold to plant them out 
as yet, so they are being stored away. 

 

 
The Gazebo Garden 2017 

Photo: Sheila Carey-Thomas 
 

Hyde Abbey Garden 
 

This small garden near the Riverpark Leisure Centre in 
Winchester was designed by Kim Wilkie for the site of 
what is believed to be the east end of the old Abbey 
church, with a representation of the royal graves in front 
of the high altar. The interior of the church is marked by 
flint paving, three ledger stones above the royal graves, 
holly trees marking the site of the church’s columns and 
buttresses and yew hedges which represent the side 
chapels.  
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As with so many public spaces a close eye has to be 
kept on unsuitable activities for this site. A loyal group 
 of volunteers maintain the garden as well as keeping a 
beady eye on how it is being treated. 

As ever, new – and dare we say it, young volunteers, 
are and really welcome and needed. 

 
Hyde Abbey Garden 2012 

Photo: Janice Bennetts 

 

Porter’s Lodge Garden, Portsmouth 

 
The WWII bed is 
being re-designed 
and the box hedge 
has had to be dug 
up because of box 
blight. It is being 
replaced with a 
privet hedge. 
 
 
 

Removal of the box 
hedge 

January 2017 

 
Photo: Pauline Powell 

 

Townhill Park (The Gregg School), 
Southampton 

 
In February, Crispin Ingham the Bursar of the Gregg 
School, my wife Rosaleen and I were delighted to 
welcome six members of the Montagu family to 
Townhill, the former residence of the 2nd and 3rd Lord 
Swaythling, Louis and Stuart Montagu.  
   
The party included Jeremy and Jennifer Montagu, the 
son and daughter of Ewen Montagu, younger brother 

of Stuart Montagu. Ewen was the author of the true 
war story “The Man Who Never Was” (Operation 
Mincemeat), also made in to a film. Jeremy is a 
distinguished musician and Curator of the Bate 
collection of musical instruments at Oxford University; 
Jennifer is an eminent Art Historian and the Curator of 
the Warburg Institute, and Slade Professor of Fine Art.  
 
Jeremy’s two daughters, Rachel and Sarah together 
with Rachel’s husband, Francis Treuherz and Sarah’s 
son, Saul, made up the family group. They were in 
Southampton to watch Isaac Treuherz, Rachel’s son and 
grandson of Jeremy Montagu, conducting Ruddigore at 
Southampton University and whilst there had decided 
to visit the erstwhile Montagu family home. 
   
Jeremy and Jennifer had memories of staying at 
Townhill in the 1930’s and were fascinated to see the 
rooms of the house, especially those they had stayed in 
as children. The rest of the family were intrigued to see 
for the first time the house they had heard so much 
about.   
 
My wife, Rosaleen, explained that the gardens had 
been severely neglected during the 1980’s and early 
1990’s and that the Friends of Townhill Park, with the 
help and encouragement of the Hampshire Gardens 
Trust, have spent the last twenty-one years restoring 
them to their former glory, in particular the Jekyll 
herbaceous borders and the Sunk Garden. 
 
The family were keen to be shown around and related 
stories about life at Townhill. Rachel also expressed a 
wish to return on a Summer’s day to enjoy the gardens. 
 
 

             The Herbaceous border 
Photo: Peter Wilkinson 

 Peter Wilkinson 
Friend of Townhill Garden and Trustee of HGT 
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Fragaria vesca ‘Muricata’  
        – the Plymouth Strawberry 
 
The Plymouth strawberry has once more been restored 
to the Dean Garnier Garden after a gap of several years. 
At first glance it is a rather unremarkable plant and can 
be easily confused with the more common woodland 
variety when in leaf. From April to July however, the 
plant comes into its own producing rosette shaped green 
flowers and a very distinctive fruit from which long 
green prickles extend. Unappetising as it may look, the 
fruit is nonetheless edible. 
 
 

 
Fragaria vesca ‘Muricata’  

Flower and fruit  
 

https://www.edulis.co.uk/  

 
This genetic mutant has fascinated plant collectors down 
the centuries. In 1627, Plantsman John Tradescant came 
across a specimen in the kitchen of his lodgings in 
Plymouth. The daughter of the house had returned from 
picking wild strawberries and had discovered this 
interloper in her basket. So unusual was it that she 
believed it bewitched and wanted to throw it on the fire!   

 
Tradescant the Elder 

https://artuk.org/ 
Tradescant was intrigued by the plant and stopped her 
from doing so; instead he propagated it and thus began 
the story of this quirky variant. For a while it became a 

fashionable horticultural curiosity and was mentioned in 
1629 by the herbalist John Parkinson in his ‘Paradisum 
Terrestris’. 
 
150 years later, John Briggs in his ‘Flora of Plymouth’, 
published in 1880, described the Plymouth Strawberry 
again. Dean Garnier – keen and inquisitive plant 
collector that he was – would have known about and 
been drawn to this curiosity. 
 
It is appropriate that strawberry plants should be re-
established in the Dean Garnier Garden. The more 
common wild strawberry, Fragaria vesca, has long been 
thought of as a sacred symbol, with its red fruit  
 

 
Erdbeeren Madonna c1425 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/ 

suggesting Christ’s Passion and its tri-lobed leaves 
representing the Holy Trinity. Indeed, strawberries were 
often used for decorative motifs in paintings of the 
Virgin – the red fruit possibly alluding to Mary’s fertility, 
whilst the small, white flowers suggest her innocence. 

 

We can understand how the Plymouth Strawberry, with 
its spiky ruff of thorns, was viewed with suspicion and as 
something of an aberration in earlier times, but it is 
gratifying today to welcome it back into the newly 
planted Lady Chapel beds, alongside flowers more 
usually associated with Mary, such as the lily and the 
rose.                                      
 
Veronica Jackson, 
Trustee of the Friends of Dean Garnier Garden 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/
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 Southsea Rock Garden Update 
 

Due to serious seawater flooding in February 2014 
and November 2016, Southsea Rock Garden 
unfortunately suffered serious plant losses. Many of 
the shrubs in the garden were already showing signs 
of decline due to their age and the saline 
contamination proved fatal, as it did for numerous 
hardy perennials. 

 
Flooded rock garden - November 2016 

During 2017 the University of Portsmouth liaised with 
Portsmouth City Council in taking soil samples for 
analysis, to establish the extent of the contamination. 
The results indicated that salt content levels were 
light to medium, depending on sample locations. 
Through late summer and autumn dead plants were 
removed and the beds thoroughly dug over, and new 
compost added to give the new plantings the best 
start in life. As far as possible all the plants were 
chosen as being tolerant of a maritime situation. 
Many bulbs have also been planted in the higher areas 
of the garden. Grant money of £4,000 was received 
from the organisers of the Victorious Music Festival, 
which is being used to fund replanting of the borders 
and lawn areas fronting the road along Clarence 
Esplanade.   

 
Entrance gate 

On a very cheerful note, a most attractive wrought 
iron entrance arch proclaiming ‘Southsea Rock 

Garden’ in large gold letters was inaugurated on a 
blustery day in late November 2017. Friends, 
volunteers, councillors, Parks Team staff and 
blacksmith, Peter Clutterbuck were joined by pupils 
from St. John’s College in Southsea, who planted 
Limonium platyphyllum (Sea Lavender) around the 
rocks at the bases of the arch supports. The arch is 
situated just off the promenade next to the Pyramids 
Leisure Centre, to encourage seafront strollers to 

 
Southsea Rock garden December 2017 

Photos: Jackie Baynes 

enter especially those visitors who may not be aware 
of the garden, lying as it does below the level of the 
promenade. The arch was funded by Portsmouth City 
Council, in part to celebrate the garden’s 90th 
anniversary.  
 
Designed and laid out in 1927, Southsea Rock Garden  
opened the following year having provided welcome 
job opportunities for men who had served in WWI but  
found it difficult to secure paid employment during 
the economic depression of the 1920s. The garden 
soon was popularised through the medium of picture 
postcards, which reached their zenith prior to WWII. 

 

In late summer 2017 the garden was once more 
awarded green flag status – an accolade which 
delighted the Friends, given the difficult circumstances 
that had been endured. The garden and its ponds are 
invaluable as a wildlife site for birds, frogs, toads, 
newts, damsel flies and butterflies and the shelter belt 
of small trees, ivy, thickets and bushes around the 
garden provides cover and a food source for robins, 
blackbirds, blue-tits, wrens and even woodpeckers. 
 

The Friends and regular garden visitors are always 
apprehensive during the winter months for fear that 
further storms might undermine the good work done 
to date in what must surely be one of the UK’s most 
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climatically vulnerable botanical gardens, and much 
work is still needed to bring the garden back to its full 
spring and summer glory in 2018. Southsea seafront is 
currently the subject of a consultation on a proposed 
multi-million sea defence scheme.  Hopefully, if and 
when completed, it will be effective in preventing 
further inundations on the scale of those experienced 
in 2014 and 2016. 
 
An exhibition entitled ’90 years of Southsea Rock 
Garden: 1928 to 2018’ is being held in the History 
Centre at Portsmouth Central Library, Guildhall 
Square, from 6th March to 26th April. If in the area do 
come in and see it. 
 
Jackie Baynes, Publicity Officer 
Friends of Southsea Rock Garden. 
 

 
 

 

 Water Close Garden, Winchester 
 

Those of you who live in Winchester will probably know 
of the Water Close Garden which lies on the pathway, 
leading from Colebrook Street to the Cathedral skype 
and Close. In the late 1950s Peter Smithers, then owner 
of Colebrook House, bought a couple of condemned 
terrace cottages on Colebrook Street and the pathway, 
demolishing them to create a garden on the site.  
 

 
Water Close Garden 1960s-70s 

Photo: Lorna Toons 
 

Smithers was a diplomat, politician and noted 
horticulturalist and together with Wilfrid Carpenter 

Turner, then architect for the Cathedral, chose an 
Italianate garden design with a water feature, to 
enhance the Cathedral’s setting and to give pleasure to 
the residents and visitors who passed to and from the 
Cathedral from Colebrook Street. In the late 1960s, Peter 
Smithers acquired the adjacent plot and the garden was 
extended, enabling him to create the symmetrical design 
which exists today. 
 
Smithers sold Colebrook House with Water Close Garden 
in 1969 and since then the site was maintained by 
benevolent owners for the public good. However, 
eventually Colebrook House was sold separately and late 
last year the garden was put up for sale at a price well 
above its value, as a garden, which immediately rang 
alarm bells as to whether it might be developed in some 
way, thereby depriving the city of its well-loved asset. 
The site has now been sold and we anxiously wait to see 
what the future holds for this little Winchester gem. 
 

 
View into the Garden from the pathway 

Photo: Courtesy of Michael Carden 
 

In January the Trust was contacted by Lorna Tones, a 
student in the 1960s at King Alfred College and now 
living in the NE of the country. Lorna told us that she was 
drawn to Water Close even as a young student and had 
visited Winchester again recently with her husband to 
see one of her favourite old haunts. She was amazed by 
the increase in growth of the magnolia tree but said that 
its special charm was in no way diminished. She also 
commented on the green space and the quiet peace of 
gentle flowing water which enhance the atmosphere 
and sanctity of their surroundings.  
 
 
 
Janet Hurrell 
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NEWS ITEMS 
 

In Memoriam – Charles Burnett III 
 

Members of the Trust will be saddened to hear of the 
death in a helicopter crash on 17th January of Charles 
Burnett III, resident of Newtown Park near Lymington.  
His energy and drive were behind the restoration of 
the house, including its cupola (designed originally for 
practising astronomy) and of the Arcadian landscape 
park.  

 
Newtown Park, 2011 

Photo: Janice Bennetts 
He was extraordinarily generous to parties wishing to 
visit the house and garden, who were welcomed with 
tea and cake as well as a knowledgeable tour by 
Richard Channell, head gardener and manager.  Our 
sympathies are with his family and his staff, who 
worked so closely with him.  

Georgina Craufurd 

 Newlands Manor 
 

 
Newlands Manor sunken garden 

Photo: 1920s Sales catalogue, HRO 159M88/1100 

Newlands Manor, Milford-on-Sea, was a once impressive 
estate with significant parkland, lake, woodland and 
other designed garden areas. The original estate was 
split up in 1946 and 30 acres sold with the house to 14 
different individual owners. Last year the Conservation & 
Development (C & D) Team was asked by one of the 
owners for assistance with a possible restoration of a 
sunken garden within the woodland. Several C & D 
members visited in November to find what had been an 
impressive, largish sunken garden with now only vague 
remains of a small pond, a large amount of handsome 
stone paving, walls, paths and steps. There was no 
indication of where the water might have come from. 
The task of restoring all or part of the garden is huge, 
given that it is surrounded by very big forest trees and 
many self-sown trees with ivy threatening the remaining 
artefacts, already in poor condition. As it is in private 
multi-ownership and not open to the public it is unlikely 
that any grants will be available. 

If any reader has any suggestions for how such a garden 
might be restored by volunteers, both the C & D Team as 
well as the owners of the site would be very pleased to 
hear from you. 

Susan Campbell 

Parks & Gardens UK database 
 

As you may remember from the last newsletter, 
Hestercombe Gardens Trust has taken over the running 
of the database.  All the old Parks & Gardens UK data has 
been exported and transformed to use on a new website 
built platform. Currently, the team at Hestercombe are 
in process of adding all the links (e.g. garden designer's 
names to their gardens).  

In a few weeks the database will go live - ready to accept 
submissions - but not yet visible to the public. The 
presentation of the interface and also the insertion of an 
entry form for County Gardens Trust (CGT) to use have 
still to be done. Training will be given to CGT members. 

The inauguration to the public is scheduled for June.  

There are currently around 280 Hampshire entries on 
the database. For a full list of Hampshire sites go to our 
 own website at http://research.hgt.org.uk/       

 
 Janice Bennetts 

 

http://research.hgt.org.uk/
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Painshill Petition  
 

You will be aware I'm sure of the proposed A3 road 
redevelopment near RHS Wisley - there has been a lot 
of celebrity publicity about the potential loss of land 
there.  
But this road scheme will also impact on historic 
Painshill, one of the most important and significant 
landscape gardens in the country. They are asking for 
our support in signing a petition to protect Painshill. 
Please sign using this link -

https://www.painshill.co.uk/a3/ - and pass it on to 
anyone else who will be interested. 

 

Book Review 
 

 

Cottages Ornés: the Charms of the Simple Life 
By Roger White 

 Yale University Press 2017 
272 pp 

For those unfamiliar with the term, a cottage orné 
(pronounced as if the two words were French) is a 
small habitation which has been dressed up to make it 
as quaint and picturesque as possible; this involves 
thatched roofs, an irregular layout, leaded windows 
often of ‘gothic’ design, and fancy chimneys. The 
subject is particularly relevant to those interested in 
garden design, as so many of these buildings are focal 
points in designed landscapes and gardens. A number 
are situated in Hampshire, such as Houghton Lodge 
near Stockbridge, and both Henry Holland’s original 
design for Cadland Lodge (originally called Boarn Hill) 

and its 18th century post-fire successor (which was 
also burned down). Both are (or were) the focus for 
wonderful designed landscapes, the latter by Lancelot 
Brown himself who was Holland’s father-in-law.  

As White says, it is surprising but true that no-one has 
written a book on the subject before; no doubt the 
frivolity of the style did not attract Victorian writers on 
architecture, and subsequent writers took their cue from 
them. However, cottages ornés were inhabited by 
everyone from royalty and the aristocracy, through the 
middle classes, down to their staff and estate workers. 
Cottages ornés were also lampooned by writers such as 
Jane Austen, Thomas Love Peacock and Robert Southey, 
which shows that the style was much in the public 
consciousness. 

White, a distinguished architectural historian who 
specialises in the ‘long 18th century’, writes with a 
pleasantly dry wit but at the same time gives sources for 
his statements. He has visited 90% of his chosen 
examples over more than twenty years. As well as 
England, the book covers the Celtic fringes of Wales, 
Scotland and Ireland, examples further afield in North 
America, France and the Continent, Russia, South Africa, 
and even Australia and New Zealand, where cottage 
orné kits were imported from England. He also looks at 
the architects who designed these buildings and in many 
cases published books of designs which local builders 
could copy. Humphry Repton, whose bicentenary occurs 
in 2018, himself produced a number of designs, together 
with layouts for the grounds and gardens which 
surrounded them. In the last chapter (Postlude) White 
brings his study up to date, covering the Arts & Crafts 
movement and even examples from the present century.  

My only cavils are first, a small mistake on p. 69 where 
‘Blackwood’ should read ‘Blackbrook’ (the confusion is 
with the later name ‘Bishopswood’), and secondly, the 
index which lists place-names but not always the name 
of the cottage itself. 

The book is profusely illustrated with enchanting 
photographs, predominantly taken by the author, 
together with historic photographs and prints where the 
building no longer exists or where the design was not 
realised. It is an engaging subject; the reviewer 
accompanied the author on some of his visits in 
Hampshire, became completely hooked, and has 
become a cottage orné-spotter herself.  

 Georgina Craufurd  

https://www.painshill.co.uk/a3/

