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Chairman’s Report 
 
 
The good news is that Hampshire Gardens Trust has a new chairman!  
 
Ted Wake is an experienced and enthusiastic gardener and has been creating a new garden over the last 15 years at his home 
near Winchester.  His horticultural career has included some time at RHS Wisley, as well as working for a Landscape Designer in 
London, and working on the remote Seychelles' atoll, Aldabra, studying blue green algae. He has a BSc in Horticulture/Botany/
Garden Design from Wye College, University of London.  A career change in 1989 led him to the world of travel and since then 
he has been the Director of independent travel specialist, Kirker Holidays, creating cultural tours and tailor-made holidays for 
discerning travellers.   
  
Ted has been a life member of HGT for several years and says,  “I am delighted to accept the role of Chairman for Hampshire 
Gardens Trust.  The HGT includes a team of enthusiastic and expert volunteers who share a passion to research, monitor and 
protect Hampshire's finest gardens and the wider landscape.  The support that the HGT is able to offer helps owners and custo-
dians of these special gardens and landscapes to nurture and preserve this vital element of our heritage for the benefit of 
all.  Furthermore, the HGT is able to provide vital planning advice on public spaces, landscape and private gardens to the County 
Council and local councils at a time when Hampshire is under pressure from a growing population that needs housing and infra-
structure that meets local and national needs.” 
 
We are very much looking forward to working with Ted at a time when Hampshire is facing new challenges. 
 
All the committees are to be congratulated on their commitment to HGT. I hope you enjoy reading their reports which admira-
bly convey the scope of the work they undertake on behalf of Hampshire’s gardens and landscapes. We are sorry to say good-
bye to long-serving committee members Tony and Janet Hurrell, and Colin Mattingly, all of whom have decided to retire. We are 
grateful for all they have given to the Trust over many years. 
 
I would like to add that HGT gave a grant of £1,000 to the Minstead Study Centre in the New Forest for its Big Grow Project. The 
creation of a productive kitchen garden at Minstead will engage primary school children in learning about how we can reduce 
our dependence on fossil fuels, adopt more sustainable lifestyles and be guardians of the planet’s future.  
 
The Trust has also contributed £1,000 to the cost of a landscape masterplan for Basing House commissioned by the Hampshire 
Cultural Trust.  Basing House is a significant site, rich in history, which needs revitalising to attract more visitors. 
 
Have you visited the Trust’s beautiful new website? http://www.hgt.org.uk/. Thanks are due to Jo Bolt, our energetic Adminis-
trator, for all the work she has contributed to creating the website. 
 
Finally - all the committees would welcome extra help and new blood. Please! If you have a little time to spare do consider 
volunteering. I can promise you will find deeper involvement with HGT fulfilling and rewarding. Contact Jo Bolt at the office 
to find out more. 

 
 
 

Rachel Bebb 
Vice-Chairman 

http://www.hgt.org.uk/
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Report from the Research Group 
 
 

Contributing to public services   
Research Group continues to maintain, update and enhance the Hampshire Register of Historic Parks and Gardens on behalf of 
Hampshire County Council. This work is the most significant component of HGT’s annual report to HCC. An upgrade of the 
County’s AHBR (Archaeology and Historic Buildings Record) enabled the installation, for the first time, of direct links from the 
AHBR to Register entries. Research Group is indebted to Janice Bennetts for her skill and hard work in maintaining and upgrad-
ing our public website.  We are the only authoritative source of information about the historic parks, gardens and green spaces 
of Hampshire so it is important that we continue to focus on publishing accurate, properly referenced and presented research.  
We reviewed and improved our documentation in 2018.  
 

New Research  
2018 marked the bicentenary of yet another C18th landscape gardener, Humphry Repton. There are only two confirmed Rep-
ton sites in Hampshire: Stratton Park and Herriard Park. There is a substantial archive of letters and bills in HRO (Hampshire 
Record Office) covering the years Repton was involved there. A team of five have transcribed and analysed this archive and we 
will publish a research paper.   
 

Urban Parks Project 
Our project to update the 1997 HCC Survey of public parks in six Districts continues. Reports on the parks of Fareham, Havant 
and Rushmoor have been completed and published on our website. Eastleigh, Basingstoke and Deane and Gosport will be com-
pleted over the coming winter and spring. Our findings so far show some commendable improvements but also some worrying 
developments where small but valuable urban green spaces are disappearing under housing.  
 

Outreach  
In a new initiative a small team worked with students at Sparsholt College in their final year of a BSc in Horticulture, Plantsman-
ship and Design.  This project was designed to improve their skills in garden history research and to give them a practical exer-
cise in the conservation/re-design of an historic garden. The feedback from the college was very positive and the project will be 
repeated in 2019.  
 

Public Talks 
A very successful Study Day was held at Chawton House in October. The theme was ‘Water in Motion’ and three speakers ex-
amined how water was used to ornament designed landscapes in Tudor, Victorian and Contemporary gardens. The day made a 
profit of £625.  
 
 
 

Sally Miller   

Chair of the Research Group         
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Report from the Conservation & Development Team 
 
 
The Conservation and Development Team continues to work closely with the Research Team in preparing its responses to plan-
ning applications which relate to historic parks and gardens. It has submitted robust objections to the proposed motorway ser-
vice station at J6 of the M3, in under-developed countryside south of the motorway close to the Grade 1 listed Hackwood Park, 
and to Eastleigh Borough Council regarding the proposed large-scale development adjoining Stoke Park Woods. Following ob-
jections to the proposed development at the GR 1 registered house, park and garden of Bramshill from HGT and various other 
bodies, a re-application by the developer City and Country has just been submitted. It is satisfying to note that there have been 
significant and acceptable changes.  
 
In line with its remit as a small grant-giving charity the C & D Team has continued to assist gardens open to the public, with 
small grants or advice. For example, a small grant was given to the Friends of the Dean Garnier Garden towards two new stone 
seats and a rose trellis arch in the redesigned Lady Chapel Garden. Please keep an eye on the website for more examples. 
 
Tony Hurrell, a former Chairman of the C & D Team and member for over 15 years stepped down in July and I have also  
relinquished my co-ordinating role. The Conservation and Development Team would very much welcome new participants. If 
you have, or know someone with, experience of planning, landscape architecture, garden design or garden history, or are 
simply an enthusiastic amateur, we would appreciate hearing from you. Please contact the office if you would like to find out 
more. 
 
 

Janet Hurrell 
C&D Administrator 
 
 
 
Report from the Events Team  
 
This year the events team has organised a series of varied and interesting visits.  Introducing more morning and afternoon trips 
along with the full days. We also included a coach trip.  There were eleven different events across the year which received 
great support from our members. All visits reaching capacity or near capacity. These entertaining and informative 
visits also raised valuable funds for the trust.  We are grateful for the contribution made by Helen Parsons who has now 
stepped down to concentrate on her garden design business. 
 
The events team members are currently Leslie Shaw, Robin Long, Mary Martyn and myself. We hope to welcome more volun-
teers soon in order that we can produce an equally exciting programme for 2019 and are actively spreading the word that 
more help is needed.  We have excellent administrative support from Jo Bolt and are delighted with the new 
website.  We are always pleased to hear from members about gardens, nurseries, national collection holders or any other plac-
es of interest. Do get in touch with Jo if you have any suggestions as to how we may further develop or improve HGT events. 
 
 

Jill Walmsley 
Events Chair 
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Report from the Association of Friends Group 
 
 
The Association met at Jermyns House on 16th October 2018. There are currently nine member gardens: Dean Garnier and 
Hyde Abbey Gardens, Winchester; King John’s Garden, Romsey; Townhill Park House Gardens, Southampton; The Porter’s  
Garden, Portsmouth; Southampton Old Cemetery; The Crescent Garden, Alverstoke; The Gazebo Garden, Havant and  
Petersfield Physic Garden. 
 
We also welcomed Simon Cramp, a landscape architect with Hampshire County Council, who is a Trustee of the Winchester 
Hospice. He, with others, is hoping to create a peaceful space for patients and their relatives in the old walled garden of Burrell 
House. They plan to establish a Friends group to manage the garden. 
 
Janet Hurrell gave an informative and interesting talk on the formation of the HGT and on the various aspects of its work. Janet 
cited some early examples of the HGT’s influence in the restoration of gardens, for example: Cams Hall, Fareham, Tylney Hall, 
Queen Eleanor’s Garden and the walled garden and greenhouse at the George Staunton Country Park. There were lots of pho-
tographs of the Trust’s work. 
 
The Association exists in order that the garden volunteers can exchange ideas, learn of new avenues of assistance, whether ad-
visory or financial, to recommend tradesmen who are reliable and to seek help with any particular horticultural problems. One 
such problem which was discussed is the use of the gardens by wedding parties for photographs and the difficulties which have 
arisen from revellers leaving empty glasses and litter around. This has already been experienced by The Crescent Garden and 
Dean Garnier Garden, but is now causing concern at King John’s Garden, Romsey. Helpful suggestions were made on how to set 
conditions of use in order to prevent damage or at least to minimise damage to the gardens. 
 
There is an on-going discussion with Southampton Airport, which has recently bought Marlhill Copse, the former Woodland 
Garden of Lord Swaythling. This copse of twenty-seven acres lies between Townhill Park House and Gater’s Mill in Swaythling, 
Southampton. The Planning and Development Officer of the airport, Steve Thurston, contacted Peter Wilkinson with regard to 
the future management of the woodland, having seen an article in the HGT newsletter written by Peter, in which he stated that 
he had been trying to persuade the previous owners of the copse to allow official public access to the woodland as a first step 
to its future development as a community asset. The HGT would be acting in an advisory capacity. 
 
The next meeting of the Association will be hosted by The Gazebo Garden, Havant, on Tuesday 26th March 2019.  
 
 

Peter Wilkinson 
Co-ordinator 
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The Honorary Treasurer’s Report 
 

Results and Funds 
The attached accounts for the year ended 31 March 2018, show a surplus of £2,636, being a surplus of £3,886 for Unrestricted 
Funds and deficits of £750 and £500 for the Designated and Restricted respectively. These deficits totalling £1,250 related to 
Student Bursaries paid in the period, but committed in previous periods.  
 

Income was boosted by a generous charitable trust donation of £10,000.  
 

We continue to set aside as designated funds sufficient sums for conservation, development and education in order to meet 
budgeted expenditure. 
 

 

Reserves Policy 
Apart from funds set aside for specific designated expenditure, as reported in previous years there is still the expectation of 
some emergency conservation work. In addition it is deemed prudent to retain sufficient funds to meet at least six months nor-
mal expenditure. 
 

 

Richard Green-Wilkinson 
Honorary Treasurer 
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The accounts were approved by the trustees and authorised for  
issue on 12th November 2018 and signed on their behalf by:  

 

Trustee 
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