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Chairman’s Message
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This is my first newsletter as Chairman, and I would like to take the opportunity to thank
all those volunteers who kindly give up their time to support the work of the HGT in the
wide spectrum of research and study activities that are so crucial to the success of our
organisation. Having celebrated our 30th anniversary in 2014, we are now looking
towards the next 30 years with a high degree of optimism. We need to embrace new
challenges relating to planning and sustainability, as well as continuing work on historic
landscapes and gardens so that we remain a dynamic and relevant organisation that is fit
for the future.
I hope that you have had a productive winter in terms of planning spring and summer
projects for your own garden, as well as finding time for the occasional visit to other
gardens and parks within Hampshire and further afield. There is nothing quite like a
winter expedition to show the structure of the garden uncovered – the low winter
sunshine can reveal ancient topographical features that have been lost or concealed,
and it can be an excellent reminder how shrubs and trees in full summer regalia are
often a distraction from the original structure that the designer had in mind.

The Trust and its Activities
Within the newsletter you will be able to read about forthcoming events, and a wide
range of on-going projects. Key highlights include reports on the invaluable work carried
out by the Friends Association members, and a report on the important woodland
garden, Marlhill Copse, adjacent to Townhill Park and Southampton Airport where we
hope to encourage restoration and a better access for a wider public. The newly
commissioned landscape masterplan for Basing House is a case in point that will take a
number of years to come to fruition as we support the Hampshire Cultural Trust and
encourage the Local Authority owners to make the most of this unique site.
There is more work to be done, and although we have a good number of regular
members and Life Members, we would like more new members to ensure we can
continue to develop existing projects as well as provide expert advice on historic gardens
and parks that form such a crucial part of our heritage. If you feel that you would like to
join one of the committees to support the HGT, don’t hesitate to get in touch with Jo
Bolt, our enthusiastic Administrator.

and finally ....
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It gives me great pleasure to thank my predecessors
Rachel Bebb, Peter Andreae and, last but certainly not
least, Gilly Drummond – I am grateful to them all for
their encouragement when persuading me to take on
the role. I hope to meet as many HGT members and
volunteers in the coming months and look forward to
doing whatever I can to help with as many HGT
projects as I can.

Conservation Teams as well as our Honorary Librarian
on many occasions. I’m always amazed at how hard
everyone works in a voluntary capacity, behind the
scenes, to keep the Hampshire Gardens Trust ticking
along. The recent arrival of our new Chairman, Ted
Wake is the icing on the cake, for want of a better
expression, and I’m very much looking forward to
working alongside him in his endeavours to strengthen
the position of the Hampshire Gardens Trust.

Ted Wake
Chairman

To raise more awareness of the Trust, I have recently
set up an Instagram account which, for those of you
not familiar with it, is a social media platform using
photos to generate followers of our cause. This leads
me to ask you a favour and that is, if you are out and
about and take photos of an interesting Hampshire
garden, green space or event then please feel free to
send them to me and I will share your photo with our
followers. We now have almost 350 new followers,
which in the big wide world is like a drop in the ocean,
but these are people and organisations who may not
have previously heard of the Hampshire Gardens Trust
and now they do!

Our Administrator

Spreading the word
Gaining support
Recruiting new members Jo Bolt

All, are at the very heart of charity work and most
certainly at the heart of the Hampshire Gardens Trust. I
almost forgot to mention my charity mantra ... forward
thinking!

Unbelievably almost one year on already and I can
certainly say I have settled into my role as the
Administrator of the Hampshire Gardens Trust. My
feet are firmly under the table and I’m enjoying my
role very much.

I look forward to receiving your photos and together
we can spread the word even more!

The office at Jermyns House has always felt like home
to me, strange as this might sound! The huge office
window overlooks the pristine Hilliers gardens and the
sun shining through it, is extremely uplifting first thing
in the morning.

Jo Bolt

1st December, AGM

Two new office volunteers join me for two mornings a
week, both working on various projects in an attempt
to get all the administration of the Trust into better
shape. The membership database and accounting
systems have recently been upgraded with new cloudbased systems which make for much safer and better
reporting of the data we hold.

The combining of our Christmas tea party and AGM at
Littleton Community Hall on the 1st December, with a
very good lunch and speaker, was a resounding
success. This was due to the excellent arrangements
made by our Events Team and to Jo Bolt, our
Administrator.
In the morning, our President, Gilly Drummond,
chaired the AGM proceedings with her usual aplomb.
The most significant appointment was the election of a
new chairman, Ted Wake, who unfortunately had
another commitment and could not attend. Rachel

I have had the pleasure of meeting some of our
members at various garden visits and at the AGM in
December and needless to say, I have met the Trustees
and members of the Events, Research and
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the condition of each park’s physical infrastructure and
environment. Survey Reports are published on-line on
our
website
as
they
are
completed.
http://research.hgt.org.uk/ In general we have found
that our parks are in fairly good heart just now but
there is no room for complacency. Quite apart from
budget issues, the pressure to identify land for housing
poses an on-going threat to all our green spaces.

Bebb, the Vice Chairman, stood in for him. She
thanked all the committees on their work for the Trust
– reports had already been tabled by the Conservation
& Development, Research and Events Teams and the
Friends Association. Our Hon Treasurer, Richard
Green-Wilkinson explained the financial situation,
which is in reasonable health, although the Trust does
need to raise funds for their charity commitment as
well as every day running costs.
Gifts and thanks were presented to Janet and Tony
Hurrell and Colin Mattingley, for their many years of
commitment to the Conservation Team, and to Rosie
Yeomans after two years as a Trustee. After the AGM,
mulled wine was served in the ante-room while the
hall was prepared for lunch. Lunch was accompanied
by music from Isabel, a saxophonist, while Jo and the
Events Team members were excellent waitresses.
After lunch, Keir Davidson gave us an informative talk
about ‘Landscapes of the Imagination; the Art and
Gardens of Humphry Repton (1752-1818)’. As the title
suggests, the talk focused on how Repton, who used
his artistic eye to view the landscape, considered the
contours of the hills, the lie of the land and the flow of
the rivers. He produced his famous Red Books to show
his clients how improvements could be made by
painting a before and after scene using flaps over the
current views.

Princes Garden, Farnborough
Photo: Shelagh Bird

In another piece in this Newsletter Dee Clift describes
the joy of fossicking in archives, diving down tempting
rabbit holes and finding the jigsaw pieces that make up
a story – no apologies for the metaphor mash-up! Dee
is one of a small team that is reconstructing the work
done at Herriard Park (near Basingstoke) for owner
George Purefoy Jervosie in the 1790s to plans by
Humphry Repton, who was considered the successor
to Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown. 2018 was the
bicentenary of Repton’s death and there was a
national drive, led by the Gardens Trust, to research
and document his legacy. There are only two
authenticated Repton sites in Hampshire, Stratton Park
and Herriard Park and the owners of Herriard were
interested in what we might discover about Repton’s
part in the estate’s history. The plans included a new
walled kitchen garden, pleasure grounds and
plantations and we know that Repton was paid for a
Red Book (his famous unique selling point for clients)
which unfortunately is lost. The Jervoise family since
coming into the estate of Herriard at the beginning of
the 17th century amassed a huge archive of their
papers, never throwing away even the smallest scrap
of a note or list. That archive contains one quarter of a
million items. It is still the property of the owner of
Herriard but is deposited at the Hampshire Record
Office (HRO). It includes a bundle of Repton’s letters to
his client and detailed bills for all the work carried out.
The team has transcribed and analysed all those
documents and researched additional information. The

This year’s AGM has already been booked at the Hall
for the 7th December with the same caterer.

Research News
This Spring will see the completion of our Urban Parks
Survey with teams poised to tackle the Eastleigh parks.
Our base line data was the Hampshire County Council’s
1997 Survey of the parks of six Districts: Basingstoke
and Deane, Eastleigh, Rushmoor, Fareham, Havant and
Gosport (the parks in Southampton and Portsmouth
were excluded as those Unitary Authorities are not
part of HCC’s administrative area). The original survey
was done to identify parks that could qualify for the
Urban Parks Programme then just launched by the
Heritage Lottery Fund (see the article Public Parks – are
we losing them? p 9).
So, our new survey has been timely: we have visited,
mapped, photographed, spoken to users and assessed
Registered charity 1165985
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result is a description of what was done at Herriard and
the scale and cost of the works. The research has been
fascinating and we will be publishing the story of
Herriard and Repton later this year.

The lectures took place in the Dining Room at Chawton
House with a delicious lunch served in the Great Hall.
During lunch, Andrew Bentley, Head Gardener at
Chawton House gave us a lively account of his work
and plans for the future of the estate and invited us to
tour the gardens at the end of the day.

Research group continues to be active and busy. We
are planning our autumn Study Day which this year will
be something of a departure for us – but very topical,
so watch out for news of that. We have a few new
members and always welcome more. Come and dive
down rabbit holes with us!

Image: https://www.google.com
Public Domain Zorger

Chawton Park, October 2018
Photo: Janice Bennetts

Sally Miller
Research Group Chairman, Trustee

We will be holding another study day at Chawton
House this October and will keep you posted as soon as
a date and the topic have been decided.

Research Group Study Day –
Water in Motion

Sheila Carey-Thomas

Chasing down rabbit holes...

The research group organised a well-attended study
day last October in the lovely surrounds of Chawton
House. The subject Water in Motion looked at how
changing taste and developing technology influenced
the design of garden features beginning with Wendy
Bishop tracing the origins of fishponds, which were
introduced by the Romans, to the appearance of
ornamental lakes.

As one of a small team of researchers transcribing late
18th century hand-written letters and plants lists from
the Herriard archives lodged in the Hampshire Record
Office, I had little idea of the horticultural and
historical highlights that were to be revealed over the
ensuing months.

Sally Miller continued the story from these tranquil
lakes to the grand fountains of wealthy landowners,
enabled by re-discovered hydraulic theories and the
genius of Paxton. Designs for wealthy clients were
copied and mass- produced for the rich middle classes
and for public parks.

The bundle of 16 letters were from Humphry Repton,
offering his services to the then owner of Herriard,
George Purefoy Jervoise, and entreating him to let
Repton know when his Red Book had arrived 'as I have
once lost such a parcel by the carelessness of the
coachman'.

The afternoon speaker, Robert Orford, with 45 years of
engineering experience in his family business, opened
our eyes to the enormous challenges he confronts on a
daily basis realising not only the designs of Kim Wilkie
for private clients but creating sea defences and
moving tons of earth and water.

The long lists of plants, many in Latin, ordered from the
local nurseryman John Armstrong of North
Warnborough, at first seemed daunting in their length
and unfamiliarity; further research showed that many
were new introductions from North America, the Cape
and Australia, and appeared in publications such as
William Curtis' The Botanical Garden, published from
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1787 and still being published by Kew, making it the
world's longest running botanical magazine.

Events
The Events Team have been busy over the last few
weeks finalising the Spring Events Programme. We are
sure you will find a garden visit to suit you. We are
starting the programme a bit later this year due to the
late Easter holiday period.

This opened up the
world
of
planthunters – among
others, John Bartram
in North America,
Masson in South
Africa and Joseph
Banks in Australia,
where in 70 days
over 1000 species of
plants and animals
were
collected
around Botany Bay.
Francis Masson, a
Scottish
botanist,
was sent by Banks to
the South African
Cape to hunt for new
Erica cerinthoides
Drawing: Curtis Magazine vol 7,220 plants. Masson was
1793 to a great extent
responsible for the late 18th century craze for Cape
heathers and geraniums (now pelargoniums). Jervoise,
keen to show himself as a gentleman of wealth and
good taste, placed orders for a good number of both of
these plants for his new glasshouse, often paying
between 1s 6d and 3s for a single specimen; this at a
time when a day's labour could be had for 2s.

Crichel House
Photo: Jill Walmsley

First up, is a visit to Crichel House, a Grade I listed,
Classical Revival country house near the village of
Moor Crichel in Dorset, widely regarded as one of the
best houses in the County. The house is surrounded by
400 acres of parkland, which includes a crescentshaped lake covering 50 acres.

And there were puzzles too: why were 2725 asparagus
plants ordered in 1797? And did the nurseryman John
Armstrong grow all the exotic trees and shrubs at
North Warnborough or source them from larger
specialist London nurseries? We discovered that he
was raising one of the new pelargoniums from seed,
and also that his nursery delivered plants to a Mrs
Austen in Chawton village. Jane Austen herself writes
to her sister in 1799 that 'our ball was chiefly made up
of the Jervoises and the Terrys...'

Paradise garden, West Green House
Photo: Jill Walmsley

One rabbit hole leads to another, which is why you
never know what you might find when you start
researching...

Next, we visit West Green House Gardens, Hartley
Wintney, which we visited once before in 2010. The
gardens surround one of the prettiest manor houses in
England and has a garden with a special and distinctive
sense of place created over two decades by Marylyn
Abbott, a renowned Australian garden designer,
whose twin passions for English Gardens and
International Opera have created a unique
environment.

Dee Clift, HGT researcher
If you are interested in joining the Research Group,
please contact Jo Bolt in the office.
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Due to popular demand, we have booked coaches for
two full day trips in June. The first trip will take us to
just outside of Salisbury to Spilsbury Farm, where the
owner Lady Tania Compton, former Garden Editor of
House & Garden Magazine, will be carrying out the
garden tour. Leaving Spilsbury Farm, we will be
heading over for lunch at Pythouse Kitchen Garden
with time afterwards to enjoy its spectacular walled
garden, a south facing paradise with a myriad of plants,
fruit and vegetables and stunning borders.
The second full day coach trip will take us back again to
Salisbury to another pair of contrasting gardens
starting with Horatio’s Garden, a charity that creates
and lovingly cares for beautiful accessible gardens in
NHS spinal injury centres. The afternoon garden visit
will be to Heale Gardens, a seventeenth century house
on the banks of the Avon, with a twentieth century
Arts and Crafts garden designed by Harold Peto in
1910.
To round off the programme we have two visits in July.
Firstly, we will be heading to Radcot House in Bampton
with its 3 acres of dramatic yet harmonious planting
and extensive use of grasses, unusual perennials and
interesting sculptural surprises.
Our final visit will be to Woolton House, Nr Newbury.
A spectacular, contemporary walled garden set in 4
acres, designed by Pascal Cribier with influence of
Mondrian and planted in blues and yellows,
interspersed with vegetables.

Woolton Walled Garden, June 2006
Photo: Janice Bennetts

All the information may be found on our website
together with our downloadable booking form. You
will see on the booking form that there is an option to
pay online. We encourage online payments, though
we are more than happy to receive cheque payments if
this is best for you.
Registered charity 1165985
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We very much look forward to seeing you at these
events.
Jill Walmsley
Spring/Summer Programme Summary
Wednesday
15th May

Crichel House,
Wimborne

Nr

Morning Self
Drive

Thursday
23rd May

West Green House
Gardens, Hartley
Wintney

Morning Self
Drive

Tuesday
18th June

Spilsbury Farm/
Pythouse kitchen,
Tisbury, Nr Salisbury

All day Coach
Trip

Horatio/Heale Garden,
Nr Salisbury

All day Coach
Trip

Tuesday
9th July

Radcot House,
Bampton

Morning Self
Drive

Monday
22nd July

Woolton House, Nr
Newbury

Morning Self
Drive

Wednesday
26th June

HGT Hutton Library News
2018 was the tercentenary of the death of Humphry
Repton and we had great hopes for some new
scholarly publications to update the classic biography
which Stephen Daniels published in 1999.
Disappointingly, apart from a few county-specific
works (e.g. Hertfordshire, Kent, Norfolk) no new
overall study has yet emerged. A small group of our
own researchers led by Dee Clift has been vigorously
trying to unearth reliable historical information relating
to Repton's known connection with the grounds at
Herriard Park (BDBC). We look forward to reading
their results.
We have been able to enrich our shelves at the Hartley
Library by more than twenty titles this year. We
acquired Johnny Phibbs' Placemaking: the Art of
Capability Brown and Steffie Shields Moving Heaven
and Earth to complete our purchases of Brown books
published in his tercentenary year.
Other books
included Sarah Rutherford, Landscape Gardens, Helena
Chance, The Factory in the Garden, Roger White
Cottage Ornés, and W A Brogden Ichnographia Rustica:
Stephen Switzer and the Designed Landscape. We also
acquired Stephen Harris Oxford Botanic Garden &

Arboretum and Hal Moggridge Slow Growth - the Art of
Landscape Architecture. Reviews of some of these
titles can be found on our website.

traditional Swedish costume of a white dress with a red
sash and a crown of candles. The procession ended at
the Gazebo Garden where we had refreshments of
warm apple juice, mulled berry juice, gingerbread and
stollen. It was the first time that we had held this
event, but it proved popular and we will consider doing
it again towards the end of 2019.

In addition to recent titles we have been generously
donated older books from friends' private collections.
We have had books donated covering, inter alia,
gardens of China, Portugal and Spain for which we are
very grateful and also a copy of Ralph Dutton The
English Garden which came from the library of Hilaire
Belloc. With funds from the Hampshire Gardens Trust
we have acquired the 1853 edition of Charles M'Intosh
The New and Improved Practical Gardener and Modern
Horticulturalist. Why? Because it is known that
M'Intosh was the gardener at Stratton Park, East
Stratton, and he may have worked elsewhere in the
county. If anyone knows of his connection with other
sites, we would love to hear from you!
Finally, with the hard work of our friends at the
Hartley, and Jenny Ruthven in particular, we now have
a very long 'run' of bound volumes of Country Life
housed on shelves conveniently adjacent to the HGTHutton collection. It is not complete by any means but
it covers the years from (Volume 2) 1897 to 1996.
While HGT books are used by readers and visitors to
the Hartley, it would be nice to think that our own
members made more use of the Library. If anyone has
doubts about access, please email me and I will help
you find your way there.

St Lucy
Photo: Anna Glanville-Hearson

Anna Glanville-Hearson

Hyde Abbey Garden

Valerie Joynt
Hon. Librarian
valerie.joynt@joynt.co.uk

A new tap has been put in to water the garden as
necessary, which will make a big difference to the
watering, particularly the hollies some of which are not
doing too well despite compost and copious watering.
We have also had LED lights installed in the hope they
will be more reliable. The panel lights have been
repaired and the garden is looking good. At the AGM,
Simon Cramp will be talking of the plans for the
proposed garden for the new Hospice being created in
the old Burrell House which stands in the grounds of
the Royal Hampshire County Hospital in Winchester.

News from the Friends Groups
The Gazebo Garden, Havant
Havant Gazebo Garden held a carols procession on
14th December 2018. A group of about 50 of us led by
Canon Tom Kennar, rector of St Faith's Church, with
some of the church choir, met at the Pallant Centre at
6pm. Lit by lanterns, we processed around local streets
singing all our favourite Christmas carols. We even
picked up one or two extras on the way. We had
dressed the Garden with candles in the trees, lanterns
and various Christmas lights and the event was to
celebrate St Lucy's Day – St Lucy being the bringer of
light in dark times. We were lucky enough to have a St
Lucy to lead the procession - she was dressed in the
Registered charity 1165985
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11.00 am). Contact Jo Bolt for more information).
Pam Underwood
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access to the Copse and, by so doing, possibly receive
grants from businesses and other interested
organisations to restore the neglected woodland to its
former glory.

Porter’s Lodge Garden, Portsmouth
To mark the 200th anniversary of Humphry Repton's
death, three Repton-style flower baskets were
commissioned and installed on 1 August, 2018.
Designed and manufactured by Peter Clutterbuck,
Designer Blacksmith of Southsea. They are a striking
addition to the bed.

My wife, Rosaleen, and I have met with Steve Thurston,
and with Amy Le Vieux, the Environmental Officer of
the airport and explained to them that the eastern end
of the Copse, about thirteen and a half acres, had been
developed in the 1920’s and 1930’s by Louis Montagu,
the 2nd Lord Swaythling, and his son, Stuart Montagu,
into a very beautiful Woodland Garden. The garden
was planted with many rare rhododendrons hybridised
at Townhill by the Head Gardener, Fred Rose, who had
won many awards from the RHS for his work on
hybridisation. The woodland also contained magnolias
and camellias and the paths were lined with Lilium
Giganteum.

The flower baskets planted up with white cyclamen
on 24 October 2018.
Photo: Pauline Powell

Pauline Powell

Marlhill Copse, Southampton
In the autumn of 2018 Southampton City Airport
bought Marlhill Copse, an ancient woodland of twentyseven acres which stretches between Gater’s Mill and
Woodmill on the north-eastern boundary of
Southampton. It runs alongside the A27 for much of its
length. This ancient woodland used to belong to the
Townhill Park estate, until Lord Swaythling sold it in
1948. Since circa 1980, the copse has been totally
neglected and become derelict. The airport wishes to
fell or reduce in height the very tall Monterey pines
growing in the western half of the coppice, which lie
beneath the flight path of airplanes approaching and
leaving the runway.

Woodland Garden, taken by Country Life magazine in 1936 .
By Courtesy of Country Life

We showed them photographs of the woodland garden
taken by Country Life Magazine in 1933, 1934 and
again in 1936. Our aim was to try to ensure two things:
a) the creation of permissive paths to enable public
access to the Copse and
b) to preserve and restore the remaining
rhododendrons, camellias and magnolias.

I was approached by Steve Thurston, the Planning and
Development Officer of the airport, who had read an
article I had written in an HGT newsletter recently,
explaining that I had spoken to the previous owners of
the copse trying to persuade them to allow public
Registered charity 1165985
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Public Parks – are we losing them?
It is now over 20 years since the Heritage Lottery Fund
(HLF) launched the ‘Urban Parks Programme’, which
ploughed huge sums of money into public parks which
had so disastrously been left to decline during the
1980s. Many were restored and transformed to again
become an important part of community life, so it
came as a shock, when the HLF announced the closure
of its ‘Parks for People Programme’ at the beginning of
2018.
Photos: Rosaleen Wilkinson

Since 2010, public parks had already suffered from the
unprecedented cuts which fell unfairly on nonstatutory services such as parks. We are perhaps lucky
in Hampshire that our parks have not suffered in the
way that is the case in many areas of the country,
particularly in the North. However, even in Hampshire
there is the example of the disappearance of a small
community park in Havant, which was sold off for
housing by Portsmouth City Council. And what is very
noticeable is that the upkeep of our public parks is now
assigned to companies whose remit is only ‘to cut back
and keep tidy’ rather than tend and develop as
happened in the days of a head gardener and
gardening staff. It is true that some funding can still be
available from HLF but it becomes less and less likely as
local authorities no longer have the capacity to raise a
bid.

The airport management has been very receptive to
our aims and has included the preservation of the
remaining plants and trees in its woodland
management plan, which has been drawn up by Hugh
Milner, the woodland agent. They have also made
plans to establish permissive paths through the Copse.
Rosaleen and I have also had meetings with SCAPPS,
Southampton Commons and Parks Protection Society,
which has also been campaigning for public access to
the woodland. We have also shown Hugh Milner
around Marlhill Copse and provided information for the
ownership timeline which he has written. On 28th
January we attended a meeting of the City of
Southampton Society, at which the airport manager
explained their future plans.
The airport has been at pains to consult and explain its
reasons for buying Marlhill Copse and has been willing
to listen to people’s opinions. Nobody, to whom we
have spoken, has objected to the felling or crownreduction of the pines and all are pleased that
permissive paths will be provided. We have also asked
Doug Harris, the former Head Gardener of Exbury
Gardens, to visit the copse in the spring in an attempt
to identify the existing rhododendrons.

Blendworth Crescent, Havant c1996
Photo: Hampshire County Council’s Urban Parks Survey

Rosaleen’s help has been invaluable, as she is both a
horticulturalist and a published historian. We would
like to thank Gilly Drummond and Rachel Bebb for their
advice and support in this endeavour to ensure that the
historically important Woodland Garden is preserved,
at least in part, and that there will be public access to
the Copse. We would hope that, in time, the Woodland
Garden might be restored as well as preserved.
Meanwhile, the work continues.

Blendworth Crescent, Havant, 2017
Photo: Tony Hurrell

Peter Wilkinson
Friend of Townhill Garden and Trustee of HGT
Registered charity 1165985
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A further worrying trend is that public parks are
increasingly becoming large social venues, as local
authorities see a way of raising funds. However, it
means that large areas of the parks become
unavailable for the local people to use, damage is done
with heavy lifting equipment and the clean-up and
clear-up of litter can be very costly. And most
importantly, is any of the income then ploughed back
into the parks?

(Ref: Dawn of the Dark Ages: Public Parks at Risk by
David Lambert, Director, The Parks Agency)

Basing House Landscape
The Hampshire Cultural Trust, which manages Basing
House, has commissioned a landscape masterplan to
look at ways of revitalising this historic site and
encourage more visitors. HGT is contributing to the
cost of the masterplan by Ed Gant and Phil Denton.

As new-build homes have less and less individual
garden space and few developers create public green
spaces within their developments, the green spaces of
public parks are surely going to be needed more and
more. So, what can be done?

Basing House is one of the most interesting sites in
Hampshire but also perhaps one of the least wellknown. Once a great house, built for Sir William Paulet
in 1535, over the remains of a castle constructed in the
1100s by the de Port family who arrived with William
the Conqueror. The huge circular bank, or ringwork,
and defensive ditches are all that remain of the castle
and the majestic Tudor Great Barn is all that is left
from the Paulet house. When first built, Basing House
was the largest house in the country with around 360
rooms, receiving visits by Henry VIII and Queen
Elizabeth I. Philip II and Mary Tudor also stayed there
following their marriage in Winchester Cathedral.
During the Civil War, John Paulet supported the King
and the site was attacked by Parliamentary troops. By
13 October, 1645, the walls of the house had been
breached and Oliver Cromwell stormed the site leaving
it a burning ruin.

Since last June, the main initiative has come from an
alliance of organisations led by the National Federation
of Parks and Green Spaces, including the national
Gardens Trust. This was in the form of a Charter for
Parks, whose main points are:
 Celebrate the central role well-run parks play
in our neighbourhoods for all sections of our
communities
 Recognise the right of every citizen to have
access within walking distance to a good
quality public green space
 Endorse a legal duty for all public green space
to be managed to a good standard
 Embed effective protection from inappropriate
development or use, or loss of any part of our
parks
 Ensure adequate long-term resources for
ongoing maintenance, management and
improvements
 Encourage and enable community involvement
and empowerment of local people and park
users.
Disappointingly, there has so far been little response
from Government.

No stately home would be complete without its formal
gardens and Basing House was no exception. Today,
the size of the walled garden reflects the final phase of
the great house, 1600-1625.

More information may be found on the website https://www.parkscharter.org.uk/, and it is a good
opportunity for our Friends Groups to join, if they have
not already done so.
Basing House walled garden, October 2018
Photo: Janice Bennetts

If you find or hear of any changes to your local park or
open space, do advise our Administrator who will pass
the information to our Conservation & Development
Team to consider.
Janice Bennetts and Janet Hurrell
Registered charity 1165985

Janet Hurrell
For more information:
https://www.hampshireculture.org.uk/basing-house
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News Items

Book Review

Our congratulations to Rosamund Wallinger, who is a
member of the Trust, and has been awarded the British
Empire Medal, for her services to Gardening Heritage
and the Community in Basingstoke, Hampshire. As
many of you will know, Rosamund and her husband
bought the Manor House at Upton Grey in the 1980s
and then realised that in 1908 Gertrude Jekyll had
designed their garden for Charles Holme, a leading
figure in the Arts and Crafts movement. Through
Rosamund’s efforts the garden is now the most
authentic restoration of a Jekyll garden. More
information may be found on their website:
http://www.gertrudejekyllgarden.co.uk/
The Gardens Trust is the
National body of which
Hampshire is a member,
that represents all the
County Gardens Trusts. A publication ‘GT News’ is
published twice a year and has interesting articles and
information on courses, lectures and meetings in
various counties as well as many in London. If you
would like to read this publication, let Jo Bolt know.
More information may be found at
http://thegardenstrust.org/

Women Rule the Plot
By Peter King published 1999 by
Women’s Farm & Garden Association
In 1899 a group of distinguished women met together
in London to set up a Union to promote the training of
similar minded women in farming and gardening.

Fields in Trust champions and
supports our parks and green spaces
by protecting them for people to
enjoy in perpetuity. This summer it
wants you to join us in championing

At that time women of a certain social standing had
three opportunities for training. The first, established
in 1880 and surrounded by 43 acres of farmland &
gardens, was at Swanley College in Kent. Every aspect
of agriculture & horticulture could be taught to the
fee-paying students who by 1903 were all women. A
second avenue was Lady Warwick’s College at Studley
in Warwickshire together with a similar establishment
at Reading. From 1900 onwards the third opportunity
came from the newly formed Women’s Agricultural &
Horticultural International Union.

the nation’s parks by planning a picnic at your local
green space. Check whether there is anything being
planned in your area. http://www.fieldsintrust.org/
Veterans’ Growth is a charity set up
to provide horticultural therapy to
ex-service personnel who are
suffering mental health issues. If
you would like to know more about
its work or perhaps contribute to its
funding, view:
http://veteransgrowth.org/

The organisation was of slender means, with no funds
or permanent office & no paid staff and was mainly of
the employer class. As such they had first-hand
knowledge of the poor wages and working conditions
in rural employment and were deeply concerned at
the lack of opportunities for horticultural education.
To mark its 100th anniversary Peter King has published
a detailed history of the Women’s Farm & Garden
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Association (as it was later known) and makes much of
the well-known names such as Gertrude Jekyll,
Madeline Agar, Brenda Colvin & Sylvia Crowe who had
been associated with it.

Painswick Rococo Garden, Glos
In the 1740s, the garden was an integral part of
Painswick House, and the home of Benjamin Hyett,
whose father, Charles, had bought and expanded the
house in the 1730s and died soon after it was
completed.
Benjamin was a single, wealthy
gentleman, who had the quirky and fanciful garden
buildings and pools created in a hidden valley to
entertain his friends. This style of gardening, named
‘Rococo’, occurred in the short period between the
more formal garden designs of the time and the
landscape movement, and was mainly executed in
relatively small gardens.

One of the problems with this history is that it is
limited to the history of the WFGA without showing
the bigger picture. For example, we are told that they
were instrumental in founding the Women’s Land
Army. In 1916, a deputation from the Corps went to a
meeting at the House of Commons to discuss the
creation of a new national women’s organisation to
help with the war effort. However, no mention is
made of Edith Olivier, who also attended, or of the
work she had been quietly doing in Wiltshire.

In 1993, Paul Edwards, a Landscape Architect
specialising in garden design, wrote an article for
Hampshire Gardens Trust Journal about his plans for
the restoration of the garden at Painswick. He
explained that in 1976, John Harris’s research,
exhibition and two-volume book - Gardens of Delight:
the Rococo English Landscape of Thomas Robins the
Elder, led, Roger White and Tim Mowl – ‘to examine in
more detail the one remaining Rococo garden that
survived in such a state that it could be restored in its
entirety’. One assumes this was in England.

Edith, a lifelong friend and mentor to the artist Rex
Whistler, lived a rural existence on the Wilton Estate
and as more and more men left to fight at the
beginning of WW1, she recognised there would soon
be a serious deficit in farm workers. Realising that this
was an opportunity for women, she contacted her
cousin Sidney Olivier, President of the Board of
Agriculture who agreed to implement her plans. She
became involved in recruiting volunteers and
organising their training on local estates and soon built
up a local register of 4000 girls. By 1917, there were
over 260,000 women working as farm labourers and
after the war ended, Edith was awarded an MBE for
her work.
Thanks to the Land Army far more land was put to the
plough in 1917 than any time pre-war. The growing
numbers of women and their expertise changed the
attitude of farmers from reluctance to real gratitude.
After the war the WFGA continued to grow and by the
1920’s was taking stands at Chelsea and the Royal
Agricultural Show. Although it lost momentum after
WWII, the organisation has had a resurgence,
especially with the WRAG scheme (Women Returners
to Amenity Gardening Scheme), which enables women
to gain practical experience in famous gardens such as
Highgrove, Chenies Manor & Folly Farm.
Sheila Carey-Thomas

Thomas Robins’ Painting of Painswick 1748
http://www.rococogarden.org.uk/Plan-Your-Visit/About-Us
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With the agreement of the owner, Lord Dickinson, who is a descendent of the Hyett’s, the restoration was started in
the 1980s, based on a Robins’ 1748 painting that can be seen in the café. It is now a well-established restored garden,
run by a Trust, which is chaired by the owner. It is open practically every day to the public and well worth a visit.
Today, the entrance to the garden leads from the café, past the melon ground and orangery, and through a gateway in
the garden wall, to an unexpected view of the hidden garden in the valley below. While the basic layout of the garden
has not changed greatly since the 18th century, many of the follies had disappeared or were in a poor condition. The
wedge-shaped site slopes from north to south with the higher ground being in the north. Woodland flanks the upper
and lower slopes, and the main garden occupies the central position, while narrowing to the south. This garden is very
similar to Robins’ painting, and can be divided into three distinct areas.
The focal point in the north
east segment is a modern
version of the Exedra,
shown on the Robins’
painting, and described by
Historic England as ‘a
white-painted
wooden
screen with gothic arches
and
surmounted
with
battlements and pinnacles’.
A round reflecting pool,
Exedra & Doric seat
Kitchen garden
herbal beds and a Doric
seat, complete the formal area. From here, the enclosed squashed diamond-shaped kitchen garden extends to the
Bowling Green.
The focal point in
the
north-west
corner is the Red
House
which,
although is not
visible
in
the
painting, survived
from the period. It
is referred to by
Historic England as
the ‘principal folly’.
The Red House

Views from the Red House

It required stabilising and is strategically placed and angled to have a view from inside, to the pathway leading from
the garden entrance, and a view to the avenue of box and the orchard planted each side of it. Originally, the lower
garden and eastern slope would have been more visible from the Red House, but is now obscured by trees.

The Eagle House
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The third segment of the garden is best
viewed from the Eagle House, a small
restored summerhouse, located on the
eastern slope adjacent to the walled
garden. It is assumed that the folly’s
name reflects its location perched high
above the garden giving it an eagle’s
eye view. It directly overlooks the
Bowling Green, and the Plunge Pool on
the western flank of the garden, where

the statue of Pan once stood, and the Ram House. The statue is now in the owner’s walled garden. The Ram House
was used to house an hydraulic ram which pumped water up to the tanks at Painswick House.
A fishpond and a 92ft arbour, designed by Edwards and shown on the Robins’ plan, form the southern boundary of the
garden before the land drops down into woodland. Apparently, at this time of the year, the southern woodland grove
provides a spectacular carpet of snowdrops. Of note is Galanthus ‘Atkinsii’, described as a particularly tall and
handsome snowdrop, first discovered in the 19th century by James Atkins, who lived in a nearby estate cottage. Also
in the woodland, a hermitage has been constructed that is depicted in Robins’ painting. Hermitages were very popular
during that period. At the extremity of the valley there is the Gothic Alcove, which has a triple arched seat that
provides a view of a newly planted beech avenue. The previous avenue was felled in 1977. The avenue gives a route
part way back to the central garden area and up to Eagle House. From the Gothic Alcove, another path rises steeply to
the Pidgeon House where there is a good view of Painswick House.

Gothic Alcove

92 ft arbour

In the Rococo tradition, in 1998, a ‘250’ maze was planted on the western slope, above the main garden, to mark the
250th anniversary of Robins’ painting. There is a Hidden Play area for children in the southern woodland and
sculptures of various kinds are scattered throughout the garden. Where a particular couple of trees had fallen or been
cut down, one is shaped into a fantastical castle, another has been sliced horizontally to show the trees growth. The
tree rings are flagged with a calendar of significant local and international events.

Tree calendar
‘250’ maze

Fantastical Castle

A mainly serpentine path, leading from the entrance, provides views of many of the features described above. For
more information and visiting times, check the website - http://www.rococogarden.org.uk/
Janice Bennetts
Edwards, Paul, Painswick Rococo Garden, Hampshire Gardens Trust Journal 12, Autumn 1993
Historic England Listing https://www.parksandgardens.org/places/painswick-rococo-gardens, accessed 1/2/2019
Painswick website http://www.rococogarden.org.uk/ accessed 1/2/2019
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