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elcome to the new  

Hampshire Gardens Trust 

spring newsletter. Firstly, 

thank you to all those who kindly 

joined us for the Christmas lunch at 

the AGM in December.  We had a 

productive and very enjoyable 

meeting, including an excellent talk 

from Lionel de Rothschild about the 

extraordinary garden his family has 

created at Exbury – which is without 

question one of Hampshire’s most 

remarkable gardens. Many congrat-

ulations to them all, especially Tom 

Clarke their head gardener, as they 

complete their successful centenary  

celebrations and appear to be in 

very good shape for the next 100 

years. 

 

In spite of the recent unwelcome 

arrival of Ciara and Dennis, there are 

now clear signs of spring ahead with 

brighter mornings and increasing 

numbers of spring bulbs braving the 

very damp, windy conditions to  

restore our faith in the reassuring  

cycle of the seasons. For me, it is a 

little early to contemplate any 

thoughts of summer activities as 

Wordsworth’s daffodils seem to be 

doing more than just ‘dancing and 

fluttering in the breeze…’ I don’t 

know about you, but I still seem to be 

trying to deal with winter jobs which 

somehow have remained on my ‘to 

do’ list – but, fortunately, there is still 

time before lengthening days  

encourage dormant plants to accel-

erate their pace of growth ahead of 

me. 

 

Whilst many HGT members delight in 

the opportunity to be actively  

working in our gardens, there are an 

equal number of others who are 

involved in different ways which are  

 

 

 

directly related to the successful  

management of private and public  

gardens, parks and wider land-

scapes – all of which collectively 

make up a vital part of Hampshire’s 

tapestry of green spaces for the 

benefit of us all. The HGT is responsi-

ble for helping to nurture this  

precious resource of open, green 

space – and we accept our role to 

protect all aspects of the designed 

landscape for future generations. 

Please do let the HGT’s enthusiastic 

administrator, Jo Bolt at HQ  

(admin@hgt.org.uk) know if you think 

you can contribute? Even if you 

don’t feel you are qualified to offer 

gardening, planning or design assis-

tance – we rely on volunteers to help 

with a wide range of activities and 

projects – from events, to office  

admin and especially regarding our 

new ambition to improve the HGT’s 

education activities. 

 

There is no doubt that Hampshire’s 

schools and colleges need more 

help and encouragement to provide 

their children and students with  

further first-hand opportunities to 

grow plants and to develop a better  

understanding and appreciation of 

the green space around them. We 

cannot take this for granted, and 

have to accept that the increasingly 

urban population needs inspiring to 

learn more about gardens and the 

wider landscape so that they have 

the same opportunities that we  

enjoyed – not just for the benefit of 

the environment, but also for the 

mental well-being of all human  

beings. Although the HGT should be 

able to offer practical support to any 

educational establishments which 

has ambitions to do more for their  

pupils – whether for aesthetic pur-

poses, or the simple pleasure of  

 

 

growing fruit and vegetables – the 

reality is that these activities are  

better managed by parents and 

local people on the ground. The  

Trustees recognise that limited HGT 

resources are better used to create 

a ‘best practice’ template to give 

schools a framework of ideas and 

advice about how they can create 

their own plan to inspire their local 

network of dedicated teachers,  

local residents and parent groups 

and how they can manage their 

school grounds differently to give 

children better opportunities in the 

future. I am sure that there are 

amongst our HGT members (or  

perhaps our friends who are yet to 

become members…) a number of 

talented, retired green-fingered  

professionals, teachers and lecturers 

who would be excellent recruits to 

support this aim. 

 

Thank you for your continued  

support – we look forward to seeing 

you at an HGT event soon. 

 

Ted Wake 

Chairman 

W 

Chairman’s Message 

LtoR: Ted Wake, Lionel de Rothschild,  

Gilly Drummond, Tom Clarke at the AGM in December 

mailto:admin@hgt.org.uk


4 

 

ith the start of the New Year, the Team held its 

first team meeting on the 15th January.  At 

present, the Team is involved in the following projects:- 

 

Winchester Gardens Walking Trail 

After initiation of the project by Sue Gordon and  

Janet Hurrell, the project has been taken forward into a 

draft brochure by Russell Gordon- Smith.   The Trustees 

have since requested that Hyde Abbey Garden be  

included and this will now be incorporated.   It is hoped 

that publication will be forthcoming in the Spring. 

 

Home Nursery Green 

The final instalment of this grant-aided scheme has 

been paid at a total of £1,752.   A recent bulb-planting 

morning was led by Sue Gordon with neighbours, who 

have expressed a willingness to help on a job by job 

basis.  

 

Hyde Abbey Garden  

The site’s information board is now in place, although in 

the end grant assistance from us was not required. 

 

 

Planning Consultations  

Among the many planning consultations which have 

been responded to over the past months, has been a 

major application for Minley Manor.  This covered both 

the house for use as a quality hotel and the immediate 

surrounding landscape.   Hart DC has finally given  

approval for a landscape management plan and  

temporary permission (3 years) for use of the site for 

weddings, conferences etc. 

An application for a ‘retirement village’ development in 

the sensitive location of Stoneham Park has been  

submitted to Eastleigh BC.  A response is forthcoming.   

A recent enquiry has been made concerning Warbrook 

House and Park, for which a landscape management 

plan has been produced.  A request for advice by the 

agent has been passed to the Research Group.   A 

planning application for some development  

in association with this management plan is awaited.  

The Team continues to respond when appropriate to 

consultations concerning the progress of various local 

plans going through their stages.  At present Eastleigh 

BC is at the Examination stage and Fareham BC has a  

public consultation on its Local Plan update. 

 

 

Alresford Memorial Garden 

This area to the north of New Alresford was used in  

the past as a ‘local swimming pool’, but in recent years 

has deteriorated.  There is an opportunity to rescue 

what could be an attractive public space, which is on 

the local footpath network.  It was agreed to consult 

the Town Council and commission a survey of the area 

to assess the situation, with a budget of up to £500.  

Some sketch ideas for a potential scheme are being 

prepared, which will be subject to any public  

consultation.  

 

Michael Ricketts 

Chairman Conservation &  

Development Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conservation & Development 

 Team Update 

W 

The proposed site to develop as the Alresford Memorial Garden 
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his (dreary!) winter has given us time to review 

what we are doing – and why!  I think we are 

all more aware of the increasing pressure on land in 

Hampshire and at the same time we are learning more 

about the value of our green spaces for health and well

- being.  

 

 

Our Hampshire Register of Historic Parks and Gardens 

http://research.hgt.org.uk/  holds information on over 

800 sites of varying degrees of importance. But over half 

of them are private parks and gardens first listed around 

2000. In the very nature of things many of those sites 

have disappeared under housing or are  

gardens where the historic features have gone. So we 

have an audit process underway to identify sites that 

should be taken off the Register. Over the past few 

years our group have been surveying the condition of 

many of our public parks (those reports can also be 

found on our website) but we began to feel that we 

should be keeping a closer eye on more of our public 

green spaces: they can be at greater risk of  

disappearing. So that is what we are starting to do this 

year: identifying and recording those green spaces. To 

mark the shift, we have renamed the Register: it’s now 

the Hampshire Inventory of Historic Parks, Gardens and 

Public Green Spaces.  

 

 

Speaking of our research website, many of you know 

that it has been created, maintained and enriched 

over many years by our much loved and respected 

colleague Janice Bennetts.  Most County Gardens Trusts 

keep some sort of on-line records of their parks and  

gardens but I think I can claim without fear of  

contradiction that ours is the best! Well, Janice has  

decided it is time to retire her website mouse this year, 

so we are looking for someone who would enjoy being 

trained up to take over the task of maintaining the  

website.  If you, or someone you know, might be  

interested, please do get in touch via Jo at the office, 

so that a (no commitment!) chat can be arranged.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We took advantage of a very well attended Research 

Group Annual Review Day in February to thank Janice  

for all her hard work and commitment and Sheila Carey

-Thomas made a scrumptious cake for the occasion 

decorated with flowers from her garden, a real herald 

of spring. Thanks to Dee for the pics.  

 

 

Sally Miller, 

Chair, Research Group, Trustee 

 

Research Team Update 

T 

mailto:ailto:mailtohttp://research.hgt.org.uk
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Our New Educational  

Programme 
 

New work is going on by the Trust  

to invigorate our remit to assist  

communities and schools. 

 

Having passed the baton of  

organising events to Teresa and Jo,   

I have been asked by the Trustees to 

caretake ‘Education’ for the trust, in 

order to continue the great work  

carried out in previous years. I am 

currently organising meetings with my 

opposite number at Surrey Gardens 

Trust to learn about their experiences.  

Rosie Yeomans , lecturer, consultant 

and broadcaster has agreed to  

provide mentoring for me in this new 

area. We are delighted that  

Sue Stuart , who formerly led the 

Education Team, will also be  

available for advice and expertise. 

 

We have received an approach 

from Grayshott C of E, Primary School.  

The school has completed a series of 

workshops in October and November 

2018 to create a strategy for the 

 development and renovation of the 

school grounds. Having been  

successful in raising funding for their 

playground they now need help with 

two areas in need of renovation, a 

Nature Garden and a Peace  

Garden.  Through Action Hampshire, 

we are in contact with landscape 

architect Richard Connell of New 

Enclosure. www.newenclosure.com. 

Richard is interested in helping to  

advise school and community  

projects, so we look forward to  

collaborating with him. 

 

We’ll keep you posted on our website 

www.hgt.org.uk, Instagram and 

Twtter accounts on progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fairisle Infant and Nursery 

School, Southampton 

 

A grant of £200 was given recently 

towards tools and equipment to assist 

in the school’s garden, by way of  

encouragement to children’s  

education in what is a locality of 

some need.   

 

Staff & children at the schools say  

‘we would like to say thank you so 

much  for your kind donation of £200.  

We intend to put it towards our  

improvements to our garden areas 

near the playground with more  

appropriate planting, maybe even a 

sensory garden where the area can 

be more interactive for the children.  

We are also grateful to Jennifer  

Adams from your Conservation &  

Development Team, for giving us her 

time and advice on what would be  

 

 

 

 

 

best to plant there.   We have  

already started to improve our  

garden hub, which has already had  

a positive impact on the children and 

the wildlife there.   
 

 

The members of staff, who have 

volunteered to implement the 

changes, hope with the help of 

your donation, that we can do the 

same in our other garden areas 

around the school.  Here are the 

garden areas we’re looking to  

improve and where your kind  

donation will be used’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jill Walmsley 

HGT Trustee—Education 

 

 

The Garden Hub 

Education Team Update 

The two areas at Grayshott School in 

need of renovation 
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SPRING/SUMMER 

EVENTS  

CALENDAR 
 

 

Thursday 23rd April 
Morning self-drive  

Weirs Barn, Hartley Wintney 

Hook, RG27 8HS  

Members £12  Guests £ 15 
 

 
 

Monday 11th May 
Full day coach trip  

not including lunch 

Leonardslee & High Beeches, 

West Sussex 

Members £57  Guests £60 
 
 
 

 

Thursday 4th June 
Morning self-drive  

The Manor House, Upton Grey, 

Hampshire, RG25 2RD 

Members £10  Guests £12 
 

 
 

Wednesday 17th June 
Morning self-drive 

Old Camps,  

Thatcham, RG19 8LG 

Members £15   Guests £18 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Thursday 2nd July 
Full day including a light lunch 

Waltham Place Farm,  

White Waltham 

Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 3JH 

Members £25  Guests £30 

 

MORE INFORMATION AND 

BOOKING FORM CAN BE  

FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE  

 

www.hgt.org.uk/spring-summer-

events-2020/ 

Weirs Barn 

Leonardslee 

The Manor House 

Old Camps 

Waltham Place Farm 

 

Our first visit is to Weirs Barn where the 

gardens have been restored to the  

‘Arts and Crafts’ style created by  

Robert Weir Schultz in around 1900.  

Our second event is a full day coach 

trip to Leonardslee and  

High Beeches. The two gardens should 

look spectacular with azaleas and 

rhododendrons. They both have  

connections with the Loder family.  

Our third event is to The Manor House 

at Upton Grey owned by Rosamund 

and John Wallinger.  Planned by  

Gertrude Jekyll in 1908-9, Rosamund’s 

meticulous reconstruction of the  

garden was based on Jekyll’s original 

plans. 

Our fourth visit is to Old Camps which  

is set in over an acre with panoramic 

views over Watership Down.  

Our fifth visit is to Waltham Place  

Farm which explores the boundaries  

between garden and nature creating 

a haven to an abundance of insect 

and animal life, fungi and  indigenous 

flora. 

Looking forward to 

seeing you! 

Teresa Yeates 

Events Chair 

Events Team Update 
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Deans Court | August  
 

Members enjoyed a lovely afternoon at the spectacular 

Deans Court, in Wimborne Minster, Dorset, which has been 

owned by the Hanham family for 500 years.  The tour of 

the house was followed by a tour of the garden which 

featured trees planted by explorer Thomas  Hanham in 

1607.  Members particularly enjoyed a tour of the kitchen 

garden.  The whole ethos of Deans Court is ‘living  

sustainably within a heritage environment in the 21st  

Century’.  Music to our ears!  A cream tea was served in 

the marquee.  A thoroughly enjoyable afternoon was had 

by all! 

 

 

The  Holt  | September  

 

Members enjoyed a visit to The Holt Estate, Upham, 

home of HGT Chairman Ted Wake. Ted, and his 

wife Katherine, proved the perfect hosts giving a 

wonderful guided tour of the gardens followed by 

refreshments in the Old Workshop. Set within the 

South Downs National Park, it was well worth the 

early start on a beautiful September morning.  The 

outdoor theatre, designed by Kim Wilkie, looked 

atmospheric against the backdrop of ancient 

woodland.  

 

Events Team—2019 Garden Visits 

 

Arundells | October 
 

 

As soon as we entered Arundells we were transported 

into the beautiful home of a former Prime Minister,   

Sir Edward Heath.  In the music room his piano was 

covered with numerous photographs which he  

insisted were replaced in their identical positions after 

dusting!   His study had a wonderful view of the  

garden, and led down to the confluence of the rivers 

Nadder and Avon. We were fortunate that the  

gardener was present to help with any questions and 

the bonus of a sunny dry day in a week of atrocious 

weather. 



9 

 

The Petersfield Physic Garden is a private garden which is 

open to the public without charge, providing a green oasis in 

the centre of  Petersfield.  It is a physic garden in the style of 

the 17th century and owes its existence to Major John Bowen 

who, in 1988, made the generous gift to Hampshire Gardens 

Trust of a walled garden. This was one of the original 12th cen-

tury ‘burgage ‘plots to the rear of 16 High Street, Petersfield. 

(A ‘burgage ‘or borough, plot was usually a rental property, 

often a long site with a narrow street frontage, as found in 

many ancient towns.) John Bowen had been incensed to 

read of the destruction of a site where rare orchids grew natu-

rally and felt that he would like his garden to be held in trust 

for the education and enjoyment of the public whilst also 

playing a part in the conservation of wild and endangered 

species. Inspired by the Chelsea Physic Garden, it was felt that 

the creation of a 17th century style garden in three distinct 

sections would fulfil his purpose: topiary walk with knot garden, 

orchard and herb beds.  

 

The 17th century was the time of the introduction in Great  

Britain of formal Physic Gardens: Oxford 1621, Edinburgh 1670 

and Chelsea 1673. It was also the time when two men emi-

nent in horticulture were residents of Petersfield.  

John Worlidge , author of ‘Systema Agriculturae’ and  

John Goodyear, one of the most eminent botanists of the 

time, who gave his name to Orchidaceae Goodyeara, now 

used as the emblem of the Petersfield Physic Garden. 

 

The design of the garden in 1988 was created by  

Dr Sylvia Landsberg, a highly respected pioneer in historic 

garden design, who worked in collaboration with John Bowen 

and the Hampshire Gardens Trust. The Garden was formally 

opened by HRH the Duchess of Gloucester in May 1990. 

 

Physic gardens owe their names to the plants grown in them 

which were considered to contain medicinal properties.  

Generally the beds were of a defined geometric shape and 

laid out in a formal pattern. Research has shown that the 17th 

century was particularly significant in being a watershed when 

‘physic/medicine’ started to predominate in the treatment of 

illness. Prior to this time the treatment of illness was primarily 

associated with prayer, the handing down of family recipes 

and the oral tradition of herb usage. However, there was 

much concern in the early 17th century about the quality of 

herbal medicines. Herbs  were often bought from apothecar-

ies who bought their supplies from ‘Herb women’ who had 

become a particular target of suspicion. Arguments for better 

recognition of medicinal plants then contributed to the estab-

lishment of  botanic or physic gardens where plant identifica-

tion could be practised. In 1670 Christopher Merritt, a  

well- established physician and member of the Royal Society, 

claimed that in order to learn the proper  features of herbs, 

 

 

 

 

 

every student of medicine should spend time ‘as Scholar to 

the Gardener of the Physic  Garden.’  

 

In this way, exactly thirty years after it was established, the  

Petersfield Physic Garden both informs the scholar and  

delights the visitor. 

 

 

Jenny Hill 

Garden Manager 

 

Photographs by Brian Robinson  

News from the Friends Groups 

The Petersfield Physic Garden celebrates thirty years  
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King John’s Garden, Romsey 

 

With a donation received from Waitrose last Spring, the 

volunteers at King John’s Garden decided to use the 

money on a dovecote, which they modified with tiny 

holes so that only small birds can use it,  and two bat 

boxes.  

 

Margaret Massie says ‘we didn’t want to encourage 

pigeons. As most tits are highly territorial, we are  

expecting only one pair to use it.’. 

 

There are two bat boxes at the top of the central wall, 

which are also interesting our garden visitors. 

 

Margaret Massie 

Representing King John’s Garden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Marlhill Copse 

 

I have been in regular contact with Southampton  

Airport on behalf of the HGT. The airport, which now 

owns Marlhill Copse on the north-eastern edge of  

Southampton, has already produced a woodland  

management plan, drawn up by Hugh Milner, an  

expert on ancient woodland. 

 

The airport’s intention is not only to fell some of the  

tallest trees, mainly Monterey pines, which invade the 

safety space of aircraft taking off and landing, but also 

to manage the copse in a responsible way. They plan to 

preserve the flora which forms part of ancient  

woodland, such as oak (Quercus robur), beech (Fagus 

sylvatica) and alder (Alnus glutinosa) and to conserve 

the exotic Himalayan species, such as the hybridised 

rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias and magnolias 

which formed part of Lord Swaythling’s Woodland  

Garden. They will plant three trees to replace every tree 

felled. Their declared aim is to encourage native trees, 

plants, birds, insects and fauna  to thrive in the copse. 

 

Marlhill Copse has been totally neglected since 1970, 

with invasive species of plants and trees taking over. It is 

so pleasing that the copse will be responsibly managed 

and equally pleasing that the public will have access to 

the woodland along permissive paths and be able to 

enjoy the delights of seeing native and exotic trees, 

bushes, and plants, as well as  wildlife in its natural  

habitat. 

 

Rosaleen, my wife, and I have been helping the airport 

to design three information boards to be placed at 

intervals on the old carriage drive which runs along the 

top of the copse. They depict the wildlife, plants and 

the history of the woodland, especially when it was 

owned by the Montagu family, the Lords Swaythling, 

from 1897 until 1948, when it was part of the Townhill 

Park House estate. 

 

We have also been invited by the airport to sit on a 

committee to determine how to promote public interest 

in the copse, including inviting local schools to make 

accompanied visits to Marlhill, where children might 

learn about the plants and animals which live there. The 

HGT is keen to help in developing an educational  

programme for children and adults alike. 

 

News from the Friends Groups 

Kings John’s Garden & Marlhill Copse 
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After several years of trying to persuade the previous 

owners of Marlhill to allow it to become a public  

amenity, we can scarcely believe that this dream will 

become a reality. 

 

Peter Wilkinson 

Trustee of HGT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

News from the Friends Groups 

Marlhill Copse (continued) 

Anna, a Fred Rose Hybrid 

Augustinii 

Townhill Albatross  

Lilium giganteum (1934) 

Queen Wilhelmina 

Photographs courtesy of Rosaleen & Peter Wilkinson 
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In Memoriam - Liz Chalstrey 
 

Liz Chalstrey, a long-standing member 

of the Research Group, sadly died in 

late January. Moving from Surrey to 

Hampshire, Liz joined the Trust and be-

ing a very hands-on person soon be-

came a keen garden history researcher. She used to dig 

and dig away at the history until we  

sometimes had to gently suggest that she had more than 

enough information – when more often we had to  

persuade researchers that there was more to discover.  

She took over as Chairman of the group in 2007 until 2009, 

when she had to relinquish the role to undergo very serious 

surgery. Being Liz, she never gave up her activities and as 

soon as she was able, she returned to the Research Group.  
 

Liz - we will miss your positive and cheerful presence.  
 

Janet Hurrell  

 

Basing House 
 

Last year HGT gave a grant towards the cost of a  

landscape masterplan for Basing House. This intriguing 

historic site, managed by the Hampshire Cultural Trust, is 

in need of rejuvenation and more visitors. The master-

plan proposals are ambitious and exciting. The vision is 

shared by Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council and 

discussions are ongoing.  

 

Aldershot Military Museum 
 

HGT has pledged a small grant to the creation of a gar-

den at the museum for members of military families, in-

cluding those of Gurkhas, there being a significant Ne-

pali community in Rushmoor. The museum is managed 

by the Hampshire Cultural Trust. Existing programmes to 

help veterans with mental health issues, working with 

Combat Stress and the Army Welfare Service, will be ex-

tended to the garden, offering a safe space to socialise, 

develop skills and gain support. Work has yet to start but 

it is hoped to contribute further to this very worthwhile 

project in due course. 

 

HGT Student Bursary Awarded  

to Emma Ivinson 
 

Every year, the Trust provides a bursary to one of the stu-

dents at the Hilliers Arboretum.  This year, the student is 

Emma Ivinson and this is what she has to say.  

 
 

 

 

‘My name is Emma Ivinson, I’m from Winchester and I 

have been a year student with the Sir Harold Hillier  

Gardens since September 2019. 

 

I have always loved being outdoors and after my A  

levels I spent six months volunteering with a wildlife  

conservation charity in South Africa. Subsequently I have 

achieved a BSc in Conservation from Aberystwyth  

University where I enjoyed many weekends in the Welsh 

countryside volunteering with the student conservation 

society, often bashing brambles or managing  

woodland. In September of 2018 I enrolled at Sparsholt 

college as a part time student on the RHS Level 2  

certificate in practical horticulture. As this quickly  

became the highlight of my week I began to look for 

further opportunities to develop my horticultural 

knowledge and skills. I have been a keen amateur  

gardener for many years but had no professional  

experience.  

 

My student placement at the Hillier Gardens perfectly 

blends practical experience with botanical and  

horticultural knowledge and I am learning new plants 

and new skills every day. I am enjoying rotating around 

the different teams as it gives me a view of the whole 

gardens through the entire year. We undertake different 

workshops, a weekly plant ID test and currently the  

student team is completing the tree planting list for this 

year. I have recently passed my tractor and trailer test 

and have already put my skills to use.  

 

I am only now realising how vast and varied the horticul-

tural industry is, but I am loving every minute of my 

placement. I have had to 

increase the contents of 

my lunch and the number 

of layers I wear but it’s so 

satisfying to know I 

achieve something every 

day. I would like to thanks 

the Hampshire Gardens 

Trust very much for my  

bursary; I am incredibly 

lucky to have this  

opportunity and I intend to 

get the very most out of 

the  whole 365 days!’   

 

 

 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Events Committee Volunteer Update 
 

A new face has joined the Events Team for 2020.  

Gillian Taylor, from Upham, is helping to coordinate the 

Autumn programme.  
 

A keen gardener and  

plantswoman herself, 

she is looking forward to 

spending more time 

enjoying all aspects of 

horticulture now she has 

left fulltime work as a  

Veterinary Surgeon. 
 

Gillian was introduced 

to the HGT by Gilly 

Drummond, when visit-

ing Cadlands on a 

group tour which she  

organised for friends. 
 

Although she and her husband have two gardens to 

manage, one in Hampshire and one in France, she 

strongly believes that we should always find time to gain 

inspiration from generations of gardeners both past and 

present. 
 

She looks forward to meeting you on trips this year. 

 

 

Book Review |  Green and Prosperous Land  

‘A blueprint for Rescuing the British Countryside’  

Author | Dieter Helm 

 
Dieter Helm is Professor of Economic 

Policy at Oxford University and Inde-

pendent Chair of the Natural Capital 

Committee.  He has written the Fore-

word for Kim Wilkie's Led by the 

Land.  Dieter Helm summarises  

Britain's green assets and sets out an 

achievable 25-year plan for environ-

mental prosperity.  According to the 

publisher, "Helm's arguments expose the economic  

inefficiencies in our environmental policies ... This 

revolutionary plan champions the integrations of the 

economy and the environment to deliver sustainable, 

eco-friendly growth." 

Green and Prosperous Land is essential reading. Helm 

covers in absorbing detail the vital importance of gar-

dens, rivers, green agriculture, coasts, nature in towns  

 

 

and cities, ensuring developments have green            

outcomes, the principle of the polluter paying to make 

good damage caused, and the proper funding of the 

"great green public goods". 

 

Rachel Bebb 

 

Book Review | Led by the Land  

Author | Kim Wilkie  

 

The HGT newsletter is exactly the right place to review 

Kim Wilkie's new book - he is arguably Hampshire's most 

renowned landscape designer of all time and is revered 

throughout the UK and across the 

globe for his highly original vision 

and his acute grasp of how people 

have shaped their environment 

over the centuries. This is a substan-

tially updated version of his original 

book of the same title, but it has 

been expanded and  updated to 

include fresh thoughts on farming, 

the environment, livestock, soil and 

settlement as well as a selection of Kim's new projects - 

which vary in scale from the vast designs for new cities in 

Oman and England, to the Swansea Maggie's Centre, 

and from dynamic new plans for London's Natural History 

Museum which will sit alongside his previous work at the 

V&A museum... making this corner of West London his 

own. Closer to home he has expanded his commentary 

on three significant private Hampshire projects at Shaw-

ford Park, Rotherfield Park and The Holt where the HGT 

enjoyed a private visit last autumn. 

Wilkie has taken his genius to many parts of the world - 

including the United States, Chile, Russia, Transylvania, 

Italy, the Middle East, the very edge of the Arctic Circle, 

as well as the British Isles - but to each undertaking he 

brings the same approach of reverence for the land and 

the creatures that inhabit it. He does not impose his inspi-

ration on it but interacts with it - and allows the land to 

lead. 

Led by the Land ruminates on our species' place within 

the environment, and offers not only a rich account of 

an unusual talent, but also an optimistic vision for our 

future. 

Ted Wake 

 

Copies are available locally from P G Wells, Winchester 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
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Unforgettable Gardens 
 

From 2020 to 2022 the Gardens Trust will be working to a 

theme of ‘Unforgettable Gardens : save our heritage’.  

The intention is to build on the interest in garden history 

inspired by the Capability Brown Festival and Repton, 

and turn the spotlight onto the landscapes themselves, 

the threats they face, and how everyone can help save 

them for future generations.  We will keep you  

updated! 

 

GW300  
 

We are proud to be working in partnership with the Gilbert 

White Museum who are this year celebrating the  

tercentenary of the birth of Gilbert White. 

There are a number of events taking place throughout the 

year and on Saturday 18th July there will be a special day 

of celebration with free admission to The Wakes all day!  

Please take the time to look at their website  where you will 

find more information about the day together with a list of 

other events taking place throughout the year.  

 

www.gilbertwhiteshouse.org.uk 

EHDC Tree Planting Initiative  

 

East Hampshire District Council has committed to see 

120,000 trees planted in their district. 

The council made the pledge as part of a motion to de-

clare a climate emergency in July 2019. Their target is to 

be carbon neutral by 2050, in line with national targets. 

Their vision is to work with the Woodland Trust, landown-

ers, parish and town councils, schools and communities 

to plant a tree for every person in the district.   

The tree planting initiative is one element of the plans to 

address the climate emergency. 

 

 

 

 

Hampshire Gardens Trust is very much in support of this 

initiative and is appealing to its members to embrace 

this tree planting concept.  Perhaps you can email a 

photo of you planting a tree to us, admin@hgt.org.uk, so 

we can share this with our Instagram page and 

encourage as many people as possible to spread this 

message!   

 

HGT - Hutton Library Review  
 

2019 saw the publication of more articles and books on 

Humphry Repton and we have added important new 

works to our library collection.  These include Humphry 

Repton at Herriard Park by our own team: Sally Miller, 

Dee Clift, Sheila Carey-Thomas, and Eleanor Waterhouse 

and the Garden History supplement Repton & Horticul-

ture which includes the proceedings of the conference 

held in the Sheffield Botanical Gardens in September 

2018. 

 

We have increased our collection by more than twenty-

five titles in 2019.  We have acquired books on a variety 

of topics: Marsh Court, the Chelsea Physic Garden, 

Hampshire South ( Pevsner), Bathing Houses, Palladian 

Bridges, the Gardens of Gloriana ( Elizabeth I), Anglo-

American Gardens, and British Gardens in India.  And 

from a choice of authors: Charles Jenks, Professor James 

Stevens Curl, Daniel Defoe, and W G Hoskins...  

something for everyone! 

 

In addition to recent titles which we have acquired with 

HGT funds, we have been generously donated books 

from private collections for which we are very grateful.  

Thank you. 

 

We are always keen to hear from members about books 

which they have enjoyed and anyone is encouraged to 

write a short review for our website and the Newsletter.  

 

Our HGT-Hutton Library within the Hartley Library of 

Southampton University is a superb collection of books 

on garden history, landscape, plant hunters and garden 

design.  It would be nice if our own members made 

more use of the Library.  If you are concerned about 

access please email me and I will help you find your way 

there. 

 

Valerie Joynt 

Hon. Librarian  

valerie.joynt@joynt.co.uk 

 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

mailto:valerie.joynt@joynt.co.uk


15 

 

We know that wildlife is in free-fall. 

Shocking statistics illustrate all too  

clearly the destruction inflicted by hu-

man beings on the natural world, with 

little or no understanding of our place in 

biodiversity, and the effect the dam-

age done will have on us, as is already 

happening in some parts of the world in 

the face of the climate crisis. 

 

Much has to change, and encourag-

ingly, slowly, the tide may be beginning 

to turn, but there is a lot to achieve in 

the few years before it is too late. The 

good news is that gardeners can make 

a difference and help to enhance hab-

itats for wildlife.  

 

In a short film proposing a Nature Re-

covery Network, made with The Wildlife 

Trusts, Sir David Attenborough said, “a 

wildlife-rich natural world is vital for our 

wellbeing and survival. Yet many of our 

systems and laws have failed the natu-

ral world. We now live in one of the 

most nature- depleted places on the 

planet. By joining up wild places and 

creating more across the UK we would 

improve our lives and help nature to 

flourish.”  

 

The Wildlife Trusts’ proposal puts space 

for wildlife at the heart of our planning 

system, allowing wildlife to thrive  along-

side humans in farms, housing estates, 

office roofs, road verges, parks and 

gardens and nature reserves. 

 

We can all help to improve our  

gardens as a habitat for wildlife,  

however small.  
 

 

We can, for example - 
 

• Grow nectar-rich plants for bees,   

butterflies, moths and other insects.  

• Plant native trees, and hedges with 

berries, from a reputable supplier. 

• Let our lawns grow, or leave some 

areas un-mown, to allow nectar plants 

to thrive.  

• Keep those dandelions! They are a 

valuable source of nectar for bees 

and hover-flies as they emerge from 

hibernation. 

• Keep a log pile for toads, invertebrates 

and hedgehogs (which have declined 

by 50% since 2000). 

 

• Install a fish-free pond for newts, frogs, 

toads, pond skaters and dragonflies. 

• Gather fallen leaves, under a hedge, 

at the back of borders or in a wire 

cage. Leaf mould on borders makes a 

great mulch. It also provides shelter, 

food and nesting opportunities for 

garden wildlife, and is a good habitat 

for worms and woodlice. 

• Avoid using chemicals. According to 

the RHS, “good gardening practice is 

to grow plants in ways that reduce the 

threat from weeds, pests and diseases. 

Choose plants well suited to the condi-

tions and where possible have innate 

resistance to problems.” Metaldehyde 

slug pellets can poison hedgehogs, 

either directly or through the slugs they 

eat. Metaldehyde can also find its way 

into water courses. This recent ban on 

this poison was unfortunately subse-

quently overturned. Encourage natural 

slug predators - thrushes and frogs as 

well as hedgehogs - by creating the 

right habitat for them. 

• Buy a collar with a bell for our cats. The 

Mammal Society estimates that up to 

275 million prey creatures are caught 

annually by cats, of which 27 million 

are birds. These are just the ones  

known to have been caught. 

• Put up bird and bat boxes. 

 

The Wildlife Trusts’ website is full of infor-

mation on gardening for wildlife, includ-

ing guides to download about helping 

bees, bats, worms and hedgehogs 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/

gardening. If you are not a member of 

the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Gar-

dens Trust please do consider joining? 

https://www.hiwwt.org.uk/. The Trust 

puts on many relevant events, for ex-

ample ‘A morning learning how to at-

tract wildlife into our gardens and out-

door spaces’ in Longstock in March. 

 

The RSPB also has a guide available to 

download, or it can be sent by post. It is 

full of advice on how to help garden 

wildlife, covering everything from mak-

ing compost (thereby avoiding the 

peat sold by garden centres which has 

been taken from wildlife habitats/

carbon stores) to making ponds.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-

wildlife/wildlife-guides/welcome-wildlife

-to-your-garden/ 

 

According to the RHS, private gardens 

in the UK cover about 667,000 acres. 

Imagine the possibilities for wildlife here! 

The RHS provides a wealth of advice 

about gardening for wildlife, with links 

for further information such as best polli-

nating plants, and native trees and 

shrubs https://www.rhs.org.uk/Advice/

profile?pid=551 

 

Habitat Aid is an admirable small busi-

ness in Somerset supplying native spe-

cies. A percentage of sales is donated 

to science-based UK conservation 

charities. Browse the website for help, 

advice and information https://

www.habitataid.co.uk/  

 

Can we do more? 

We can encourage our friends to  

garden for wildlife. What about the 

local school and churchyard? 

 

I live in Broughton where we are em-

barking on a campaign to increase 

and enhance wildlife habitats in and 

around the villages of the Wallop Brook 

valley. A group called Wallop Brook 

Farmers is already working with the 

Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife 

Trust to deliver environmental benefits 

across the valley. Joining up the work 

farmers are doing with community pro-

jects will help to create linked areas of 

habitat and wildlife ‘corridors’. These 

will include public green spaces, the 

community orchard and allotments, 

and the many gardens in the villages.    

 

Please take action now!  

Thank you. 
 

Rachel Bebb 

HGT Trustee       

 

                                         

Your Wildlife Garden Needs You! 

Image: Knautia macedonica ‘Red Knight’ - a  

favourite with bees. 
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