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how they can be protected, if you believe that
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all of us, then please join us. You can visit gardens,
join our Research, Education and Conservation &
Development teams, or support us by becoming
a member or making a donation.
Membership forms and all information available
from The Administrator
Hampshire Gardens Trust
Jermyns House, Jermyns Lane
Ampfield, Romsey, SO51 0QA
Tel: 01794 367752
Email: admin@hgt.org.uk
Website: www.hgt.org.uk
The Trust office is at Jermyns House, located within
the Harold Hillier Gardens and Arboretum, by kind
permission of Hampshire County Council.
FRONT COVER Kim Wilkie’s designed landscape
at Shawford Park, with the city of Winchester in the
background. The garden and park are set in the South
Downs within the Itchen water meadows, blending
into the wider landscape with an intricate pattern
of rills which form a unique chalk stream haven for
the rare Southern Damselfly. PHOTO: Peter Douglas
RIGHT: Southwick Park Garden, Kip and Knyff, 1707.
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INTRODUCTION
The Hampshire Gardens Trust, through its volunteers, works in many
roles: it opposes planning applications that seek to reduce our urban
green spaces; it researches in depth the history and importance of an
historic park or garden; it encourages the creation of gardens in schools;
it can help to get a project off the ground. All these aspects are reflected
in this edition of a new HGT Magazine. The shifting perspectives caused
by the pandemic and our enhanced understanding of the vital human
need for access to green spaces are also reflected: our Chairman has
named this shift ‘The Age of Appreciation’. Our volunteers are the engine
of HGT, but other organisations benefit from their energy and expertise
too: ‘So, what else do you do?’ My thanks to all our contributors.
The editorial and design team have enjoyed creating this magazine:
we hope you enjoy reading it!
Sally Miller, managing editor
December 2020
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From the
Chairman

Photo courtesy of Carrie Lees

Ted Wake

The quest for Arcadia was something
that only the most privileged elite
could dream of in the late 17th and
early 18th centuries: you needed
political ambition and creative skills,
and a knowledge of the latest work
of the poets of the day would
certainly help – not to mention a
substantial budget. The Arcadian
ideal also aspired to demonstrate
a close connection to the natural
world and the plants and trees that
grow in it. And it was at this time
that the English Landscape
Movement was first recognised as
a distinct style – and soon became
renowned throughout sophisticated
European society, where the Age
of Enlightenment was in full swing.
TAKE NOTHING FOR GRANTED
I wonder how historians will
describe the current era when they
come to record the goings-on of
the first two decades of the 21st
century? The coronavirus pandemic

has certainly stopped us all in our
tracks, and much of what we took
for granted in our day-to-day lives
turns out to have been a privilege
that we are currently denied. There
is a degree of uncertainty that we
all find unsettling – and the question
is, when will we be able to return
to normal? The truth of the matter
is that none of us know when the
Brave New World will begin, nor
exactly what we will find when we
eventually get there. Personally, with

So, once the
pandemic dust has
finally settled, will
this become known
as the Age of
Appreciation?
economic Armageddon predicted,
I find it a little tricky to admit to
myself that the pandemic has
brought many changes that turn
out also to be advantages – and we
all seem to have had a little more
time for ourselves, more time to
appreciate our gardens and the
immediate local area and, of course,
more time working in our gardens in

pursuit of our own Arcadia. Less
time dashing around from A to B to
C has meant we have all had more of
a sense of place, and in many ways,
this unique opportunity to become
more engaged with the garden and
local area has been an extraordinary
blessing. So, once the pandemic dust
has finally settled, will this become
known as the Age of Appreciation?
DESIGNED TO PERSUADE
Those who embraced the English
Landscape Movement weren’t
aware of the extraordinary era
they were living and working in,
nor what influence they would
have on the future of the designed
landscape, not only in the British
Isles but also in mainland Europe
and beyond. The key protagonists
created spectacular settings for
their grand country houses, and
understood that one of the key
functions of the garden and
landscape surrounding their home
was to create a suitable place to
‘perambulate with their guests’ –
and, whilst walking, they would be
using their powers of persuasion
discreetly to ensure that their guests
were influenced into following the
appropriate pathway … Certainly,
during lockdown many of us have
been able to enjoy walks in and
around the Hampshire countryside
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albeit in a less contrived manner
than our forebears, who planned
and plotted with meticulous care.
The design and layout of the
garden and landscape was crucial,
not only to create a harmonious
setting for the latest house, but
to ensure that there was an
appropriate route for every
occasion. For a short walk there
could be a choice of a glimpse of
the latest vegetable triumphs in the
walled garden, or a grand classical
temple in which to pause for
thought and admire a carefully
contrived vista over the parkland
to the borrowed landscape beyond.
Or perhaps the host had a more
challenging objective that required
a more detailed discussion – so a
long stroll around the lake, with a
tantalising glimpse of the pavilion
beyond, was what was needed.
Aspiring politicians knew that their
pathway to the top would certainly
be smoothed if only they were able
to invite other influential people of
note, and to achieve that you would
need a garden and landscape of
note. In Hampshire we have been
left with a rich heritage of gardens,
landscapes and priceless
architectural details that the HGT is
very keen to preserve. In particular,
amongst the total of some 800
parks and gardens recorded on our
research website, the four great
National Trust properties, The Vyne,
Uppark, Hinton Ampner and
Mottisfont, need to be carefully
nurtured – especially at this time
when the NT is under pressure to
cut costs and threatens to change
some of its core values.
How we choose the design for
our own private garden spaces is a
privilege that a number of us enjoy
– it doesn’t matter whether it is
simply a small pocket handkerchief
garden in the heart of a city, a small
terrace area or balcony with space

only for carefully selected pots, or a
large garden in a village – the point
is that it is our private space, where
we can control the design and the
plants within it. We may not have
ambitions to invite business
associates, friends, colleagues and
local politicians (heaven forbid) to
exert our influence on them, but
we do take pride in what we grow,
and perhaps even celebrate success
when a flower blooms, or a shrub
produces a new, perfect leaf in the
spring, or a strawberry ripens to
perfection. We hope the HGT is
able to inspire individuals to nurture
their own gardens and contribute
towards the preservation of local
gardens and landscapes of note.
The trustees also strive to influence
planners and architects so that the
budget and space allocated to
private and public green space is
maximised. And I am heartened
that the lockdown experience has
helped us all to appreciate how
crucial green space is for everyone’s
well-being, and how vital it is not
only to have our own private
gardens, but also to have carefully
planned access to the excellent
network of footpaths into the
countryside beyond.
PRESERVING OUR HERITAGE
The Hampshire Gardens Trust
includes a wonderfully diverse
collection of individuals who all
share a passion for ensuring that
Hampshire’s rich heritage of
magnificent public and private
gardens and designed landscapes
are not only preserved but enriched.
We also take our responsibilities to
monitor as closely as possible the
constant threat of new development
that might destroy or degrade our
precious local landscapes – whether
that be a very small but priceless area
in an urban setting such as the Water
Close Garden in the heart of

Winchester adjacent to the Cathedral
or perhaps the threat of the proposed
new M3 service station that would
result in permanent damage to the
remarkable Hackwood Park landscape.
EXPERT DESIGN REQUIRED
We acknowledge that we must
have new houses and an appropriate
road infrastructure, but we are
determined to persuade developers
and the national and local planners
to make certain that Hampshire’s
garden and landscape is preserved,
and that everything possible is done
to make sure each new dwelling,
large and small, has some private
space. We need planners and
developers to be encouraged to
create new towns and villages that
are integrated within the landscape
not imposed upon it. We need new
places and spaces that are wonderful
places to live, and that will stand the
test of time – why shouldn’t they
become icons in the future that
epitomise the Age of Appreciation?
Of course, great design takes time
– and requires expertise such as that
offered by distinguished, world-class
gurus such as Kim Wilkie and Hugh
Petter, both Hampshire residents,
who have kindly contributed to this
edition of our magazine. We all also
understand that Utopia is an
ambition rather than a reality – but
I am convinced that there is now
a real opportunity to make some
very worthwhile changes that will
improve our lives and the landscape
that surrounds us.
HGT SUPPORT
I hope you enjoy reading the
Hampshire Gardens Trust magazine
– and if you would like to support
us or join us, please do get in touch.
We are a small but effective
organisation and we would like
more to join us and would very
much welcome your contribution.
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Kim Wilkie
The visionary landscape
architect with an
international practice and
firm roots in Hampshire
SURVIVAL – OUR
HISTORY WITH
LANDSCAPE
History is usually narrated
as a drama of politics and
economics. The heroes are warriors
and tycoons, with the odd saint
thrown in. But really the underlying
story is how humans relate to
the land and the life around them.
We are defined – and ultimately
condemned – by the way we
treat soil, water and air and
all that they support.
The history of the British
landscape is relatively short. It is
less than 10,000 years since the
last Ice Age and we have only been
seriously moulding the landscape
for the last 6,000 years or so.
We can still just see the flourish
of Bronze Age barrows and Iron
Age field patterns poking through
industrial farming, and we still root
our music, art and literature in an
idyll of pastoral bliss. Perhaps those
links and memories hold our hope
for survival.
The great parkland landscapes
of Lancelot Brown are praised and
criticised in terms of politics and
fashion, but they are seldom
appreciated for their gentle
stewardship of the land. Ancient
oak trees in extensively grazed
meadows of deep-rooted herbs
turn out to be brilliant for wildlife
and for sequestering carbon down
into the soil. The Hampshire

ecologist Colin Tubbs undertook a
study of biodiversity in Hampshire
since that last Ice Age, expecting
to find the period of maximum
diversity back before human
interference in some wildwood
paradise. Rather surprisingly the

findings showed the mid-18th
century to be the richest time
of all. The combination of water
meadows, coppice woodland,
orchards, open heath and above
all wood pasture supported the
greatest range of plants, insects,
birds and mammals. Careful
farming for perpetual fertility keeps
a mixture of juvenile landscapes
side by side with climax woodland.
It is this intimate pattern of open
and closed; sun and shade; and
pasture and arable that feeds
and shelters maximum life.
This is a time of big decisions.
Sir David Attenborough alerts us
passionately to the climate crisis.
The new Agriculture and
Environment bills will open the
way for a complete reframing of
British farming. Covid-19 has given
a fresh sense of human vulnerability.
It could all lead to action or to
paralysis. Too often we feel like
a family squabbling about who
should get the best bedroom, while
the house is burning down around
us. The deep tradition of English
landscape is an Arcadian dream of
harmonious connection with land,
soil and animals. It deserves proper
weight alongside renewable energy
and conservation of precious
resources. After the oceans and
aquifers, the most vital resource of
all is soil and its bacteria. All health
– wild and human – depends on
this microscopic world.
While we certainly need to focus
on how we humans treat one
another with justice and dignity,

After the oceans and aquifers, the
most vital resource of all is soil and its
bacteria. All health – wild and human
– depends on this microscopic world.
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Heveningham Hall – a classic Lancelot Brown landscape of grazed
parkland, wood pasture, wet meadows and a two-kilometre lake

Led by the Land
by Kim Wilkie
216pp, illustrated
PIMPERNEL PRESS, 2019
ISBN: 978-1-910258-52-1
Hardback
With some 200 photographs and
drawings, this updated version of
Kim Wilkie’s classic book has been
expanded to include fresh thoughts
on farming, settlement and new
projects, both huge and intimate.
Led by the Land ruminates on our
species’ place in the environment,
the way past masters have
fashioned it and the hopes for our
future fruitful connections.

All photos courtesy of Kim Wilkie

this should not eclipse the urgent
issue of the way that we treat the
planet. The number of people who
can come to Christmas lunch and
what statues of whom should go
where do have real significance,
but how to respect and support
the land should not be driven out
of the headlines.
The Netflix documentary film Kiss
the Ground shows what a profound
impact farming well could have on
the climate. Farming well means
treating the soil as biology, full of
microbial life, rather than an inert
substrate to be saturated with
chemical fertilisers and pesticides.
It chimes beautifully with the
English Landscape Movement.

Franklin Farm – chalk meadows and
native, coppice woodland recreated after
50 years of industrial farming
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TEAM NEWS
EDUCATION

Jill Walmsley
Vice Chair of HGT and Chair of the
Education team

&

Richard Connell

Director of the landscape-led design studio
New Enclosure
The Trust has a long history of supporting schools
and other community projects as part of our charitable
purposes. We promote the use of school grounds and
gardens as an educational resource and encourage
interest in garden land with improvement schemes
and awards. However, in recent years there has been
less demand for what we can offer, partly because
schools have had access to the excellent RHS
Campaign for School Gardening.
We do understand the pressure schools are
under and the difficulties that they can experience

in sustaining projects. But the restrictions that the
Covid-19 pandemic has presented make us understand,
now more than ever, the positive benefits that
gardening and growing provide – and children and
young people in particular need to experience these
joys. So, we are now taking a more proactive approach,
seeking out areas where we might be able to offer our
resources more efficiently. As a result, we have several
projects under way and we showcase one of them here.
GRAYSHOTT C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL,
EAST HAMPSHIRE
Building on previous work on the school playground
at Grayshott (supported by Hampshire County Council
in 2018), this project sets out to reinvigorate and
re-imagine two exciting areas of the school grounds
and create a natural and pastoral experience for the
pupils. Hampshire Gardens Trust funded a topographic
survey so that the landscape design work could begin.
The designs for a Nature Garden and a Peace Garden
have now been completed by landscape architect
Richard Connell, and we are grateful to Richard for his
enthusiastic engagement and his work on the designs.
The school community is now planning events for 2021
to secure the funding and the support to get the two
gardens off the drawing board and into the ground.
The benefits of a healthy and vibrant landscape are
well understood, and the formative years of primary
school are a great opportunity to introduce children
to nature, to support them through exciting curriculumbased learning and, more importantly, to encourage
them to form a lasting and meaningful connection to the
natural world. This is the rationale on which the design
work is based. Taking cues from the character of the local
landscape, it has specified using plants of local provenance,
sourcing locally quarried stones and aggregates, and
engaging local conservation groups to support the
implementation of works. This is all with the intention
of creating two gardens that not only look beautiful
but are rooted in the vernacular of the local area.
The Nature Garden uses an existing pond that
will be re-profiled and extended so as to welcome
as much wildlife as possible and create a rich
experience for pupils throughout the year. The
woodland provides for adventurous den-building
areas as well as for peaceful moments sitting under
the canopy of mature and sapling trees. Work on the
bird hide shed is to be completed and will be a small,
sheltered learning space to supplement the tiered
Richard Connell on site in discussion with school staff
Photo courtesy of Jill Walmsley
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NEW ENCLOSURE’S DESIGN PLANS FOR THE NATURE GARDEN (LEFT) AND THE PEACE GARDEN

The Wild Wood

Grass and
Heathland

Scarp and Dip
Amphitheatre
Hammer Pond

Main
Entrance

Enclosed Seating

Bird Hide Shed

outdoor seating around the wildlife pond. All of this
is connected with a network of paths made using use
natural stone path-building techniques that require
little below-ground work, thus minimising the use
of imported materials and disturbance of the ground.
The Peace Garden shares the same ethos of sustainable
sourcing and use of materials. The design uses an
existing framework of attractive paved areas but
introduces a sensory planting mix of texture, colour,
scent, shape and sound. This is all framed by a gravel
path connecting the enclosed seating areas, while a
‘secret’ stepping-stone path is at certain points defined
by a sinuous sculpture that rises and falls in and out
of the vegetation.
All of the design elements for both gardens are
intended to bring out the qualities of nature that help
to create a peaceful, sensory environment that supports
children and gives additional space for pastoral care.
If any readers would like to contribute towards supporting
this wonderful project then please contact Jill Walmsley
at walmsley.jill@gmail.com or Richard Connell at richard@
newenclosure. New Enclosure www.newenclosure.com offers
landscape design and planning services across the south.

RESOURCES FOR TEACHERS …
The Gardens Trust, the national body to which the
county gardens trusts belong, has a lot of useful
information, ideas and learning packages for schools
on its website: http://thegardenstrust.org/conservation/
hlp-hub/networking-materials/working-with-schools/
IDEAS AND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We are keen to hear about other potential projects
for children and young people. If you know of any,
please do let it be known that we have small grants
available. There is a grant application form on the
Hampshire Gardens Trust website.
We also need volunteers to join our Education
team and help us foster and deliver exciting and
worthwhile projects: anyone who shares our
aspirations is very welcome!
If you have project ideas or are interested in volunteering,
please contact Jill Walmsley: 0750 786 4793
walmsley.jill@gmail.com

Plans courtesy of New Eclosure

The Hidden Path
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TEAM NEWS
CONSERVATION
& DEVELOPMENT

Michael Ricketts
Chair of the Conservation
& Development team

EXISTING LEGISLATION
Protective legislative changes have
been made in recent years, such
as those set out in the National
Planning Policy Framework (NPPPF),
and measures needed for protecting
heritage assets, including historic
landscapes, appear to be well
accommodated. However,
development pressures continue
to pose a threat, even to some of
our major landscapes of national
importance. For example, a proposal
early in 2020 for a new motorway
service area and motor lodge near

NEW GOVERNMENT PROPOSALS
In August this year, the Government published two main
consultation documents relating to its proposed changes
to the planning system: a White Paper, Planning for the
Future, and Changes to the Current Planning System.
In both, housing numbers is the ‘Big Issue’. Housing
dominates the world of planning and development
in England, accounting for the majority of allocations,
planning applications and appeals. It also dominates
the content of the White Paper, with the Government
proposing significant changes to the ‘standard method
for identifying housing need’. The intention, using the
changes to the standard method, is to produce a much
larger national figure of 337,000 (up from the present
figure of 264,000) and a significant redistribution of
housing, with a focus on nearly 73,000 new homes in
southern England. Also, there is to be more emphasis
on locating new housing in the rural shires rather than
in towns and cities. The White Paper seeks to introduce
a change to the methodology for setting housing
requirements, as opposed to the needs identified by

Image courtesy of Nick Carey-Thomas

PROTECTING HISTORIC LANDSCAPES – WHAT’S
THE FUTURE?
With our way of life seemingly changed for the
foreseeable future, or the next few years at least, how will
the planning system need to react? What impact could it
have on historic landscapes? There have, of course, been
pandemics in the past and, eventually, recovery. This was
at a cost – but it accelerated change. Today, many people
have adapted to working from home and inevitably we
will all want more space, and not necessarily in the town
or city. The Government’s attempts to encourage people
to get back to their place of work has been abandoned.
One effect of Covid-19 is that it has set off a chain
reaction of people moving out of cities. Numbers
of Londoners heading to established pockets
of the commuter belt are soaring. In
Hampshire, Dorset and the South
East too there is increased demand
for suitable properties – with inflated
prices for those in the countryside.

Junction 6 on the M3 could have an impact on Grade 1
Hackwood Park. Pressures for development to the south
of Basingstoke also threaten to breach the M3 barrier.
So, is the protection of our historic environment robust
enough to withstand the threat of new development
while the Government is under pressure to get the
economy moving during the pandemic and, in particular,
to meet demand for new homes?

The red line encloses about 800 acres of land south of the M3 being proposed for
housing development (Upper Swallick Farm, owned by the Portsmouth estate).
The land bordering on the north-east is part of the Grade 1 listed Hackwood Park.

CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT  9

each local planning authority (LPA). Critically this will be
a binding number for each LPA to be determined by the
Government, chiefly to speed up the process and remove
a degree of debate and inevitable delay. The detail of any
analysis and consultation is not in the White Paper but,
crucially, policy constraints such as Green Belt can be
relied upon to reduce any requirement before it is set.
For those wanting to see the Government actually
deliver the ‘300,000 plus’ national annual housing
requirement, the first impression is that the new
approach is better, although LPAs can, as now, use a
combination of environmental and policy constraints
against it, such as Green Belt and the very physical
limitations of a local authority area. Other constraints,
such as National Parks, SSSI, SAC, SPA, Heritage Coast
and World Heritage Sites, account for 26 per cent of
the country, albeit that many are located in areas of low
population, so would not influence a stock increase.
It is the constraint of Green Belt that affects an even
larger area (13 per cent) of England’s land mass,
particularly in areas of high demand for new housing.
It is therefore likely to be Green Belt that will be targeted
as being an impediment to increasing the number of
homes in areas of need by those promoting development
in their consultation responses on the document.
Other Government proposals currently being discussed
include an environmental bill to tackle sustainability
and ecological issues; a new housing bill to strengthen
building regulations to help meet emissions targets;
and a pledge to plant millions of trees.

worthwhile to produce a shorter, simpler ‘conservation
statement’ based upon existing knowledge of the site.
At the least, this can identify fundamental issues about
a landscape, give direction for further investigations
and greatly assist any discussions with local planning
authorities or consultative bodies at an early stage of
assessing any proposals.

NEW DEVELOPMENT
The pressure for development and the limited resources
available for the care of the landscape will always pose
major threats, especially to the designed historic
landscape. More recently it has been the wider setting
of an historic asset and the views of and from it that have
been threatened by nearby development. The potential
harm is now, and will continue to be, more open to
interpretation. This can only be countered by a proper
understanding of a landscape. This requires a logical and
in-depth analysis of the key features of the area – why
they are significant and in what way they could be
threatened or damaged. Only with this knowledge can
an effective and successful conservation management
plan be achieved. A vision can be set out for a site’s
future, and policies can be provided that will conserve
and enhance its significance and form a foundation for
its future protection. Unfortunately, there are still many
historic parks and gardens that do not have a formal plan
in place. As an alternative at an initial stage, it is often

THE NEW NORMAL
As the country attempts to deal with the effects of
Covid-19, it is clear that town and country planners will
have to plan for a ‘new normal’. Although the last global
pandemic of ’flu in 1968 did not prompt a worldwide
shutdown, ‘lockdown’ has shown that working at home
has for many people moved the focus to the suburbs and
out-of-town areas. Until public confidence returns, the
dream of ‘smart’ cities with greater connectivity of public
and private transport is likely to be delayed and there will
be increasing development pressure on the edge-of-town
and the countryside. It is likely that the ‘designed
landscapes’, both listed and unlisted sites, could be most
threatened, as opposed to the other special areas. Thus,
even greater vigilance may be necessary in the near
future on the part of LPAs and conservationists if harm to
such precious historic assets is to be avoided. With Brexit
on the horizon and all the changes that will bring to farm
subsidies, there are an alarming number of challenges for
our planners to grapple with.

KEY: A Whiteshute Ridge (owned by Winchester City Council)
B Bushfield Down (owned by Church Commissoners)
C Bushfield Camp (owned by Church Commissioners)
D Arable field (owned by Church Commissioners)
E Arable farm (owned by Hampshire County Council)

Image courtesy of Bo Priestley

A campaign is under way to conserve and maintain
Bushfield Down, in Winchester, as a community asset.
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TEAM NEWS
RESEARCH

Sally Miller
Trustee and Chair, Research Group
Historic parks and gardens are a much-loved part of our
shared national story, appreciated now more than ever
as Covid-19 forces us to re-evaluate the role of open
space in our lives. Gardens and landscapes have always
been vulnerable to destruction through maintenance
cuts, neglect, development or mis-management, but
Covid-19 has forced many historic gardens to shut their
doors and lose essential ticket revenue, while public
parks struggle to serve the needs of their communities
for outside exercise. From 2020 to 2022 the Gardens
Trust will be celebrating ‘Unforgettable Gardens’ –
what they mean to us, the threats they face, and how
we can help save them for future generations. If you
know of an ‘unforgettable’ park, garden or public green
space in Hampshire that is, or may be, under threat,
please let us know. We would love to hear from you:
email admin@hgt.org.uk and put ‘Unforgettable
Garden’ in the subject box.

activity ceased abruptly in March when Hampshire
Record Office and all other archives and libraries closed.
Site visits (to record features, check information, note
what has changed from earlier records) also stopped.
However, the stalwart staff at the Hampshire Record
Office are always helpful: we are still standing and we
all hope for a better research year in 2021!
A BOOK!
Sometimes research into a particular site and the
volume of material available about it expands beyond
the requirements of the Inventory. This was the case with
Herriard Park and resulted in our publication of Humphry
Repton at Herriard Park: ‘Improving the Premises’. (See
‘Page Turner’, page 34, for publication details and
how to order a copy.)
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A portrait of
Humphry Repton
by Henry
Bryan Hall
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PRIMARY SOURCES
It is true that much garden history research can now
be conducted searching the world-wide web although,
as with other subjects, the proportion of biased, false,
misleading or just plain scrambled information is high.
Nothing replaces the value of getting to primary sources
and so, needless to say, most of the research group’s

r t r ait Ga ll e r y

OUR INVENTORY
Many readers will know that the prime function
of this group is to maintain, update and improve
the quality of the information held on the Hampshire
Inventory of Historic Parks, Gardens and Public
Green Spaces. The Inventory was created in 2000
by Hampshire County Council (HCC) with Hampshire
Gardens Trust (HGT), and it holds information on
over 800 sites throughout the County. Some ten
years ago HGT took over sole responsibility for the
Inventory and in 2013 we launched it on a new
public website: http://research.hgt.org.uk/
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WHAT NEXT?

We welcome new members to the group – no previous
experience required, just an interest in, and enthusiasm
for learning about our historic landscapes. See our
website for details.
The Gardens Trust is trying to assemble an accurate
summary of what is happening in National Trust
gardens as a result of policy changes, such as reductions
in gardening staff or maintenance routines. If you have
observed detrimental changes in gardens you visit,
please let me know at sallymiller721@btinternet.com
Right: Geranium (i.e. Pelargonium) quinquevulnerum, raised
from seed received from the Cape of Good Hope in 1796 by John
Armstrong, a Hampshire nurseryman who supplied trees and
plants to Herriard Park

Henry Adams, The Botanist’s Repository, vol II, plate 114, 1799

We plan to start more in-depth research projects in
2021, for example on the nurserymen and gardeners
who helped to create our historic landscapes. Owners
survive in the historic records: their employees are
often forgotten.
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 ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS GROUPS

Priddy’s Hard, Gosport
Peter Wilkinson

TRUSTEE OF HGT AND CO-ORDINATOR OF THE ASSOCIATION OF FRIENDS GROUPS

The Trust has been involved with the creation
of several new, small public gardens in Hampshire,
and Friends Groups have been set up to look after
them. In 2000 an Association of Friends Groups
was formed and now meets twice a year.
Representatives exchange information and ideas,
share problems such as (sadly) how to deal with
vandalism and give each other encouragement and
support. There are currently nine member gardens.
Any other groups are welcome to join.
www.hgt.org.uk/communities/association-of-friends-groups/

When Peter Goodship, Consultant Chief Executive
of the Portsmouth Naval Base Property Trust (PNBPT)
asked Hampshire Gardens Trust for help, it was for advice
on how to encourage the formation of a Friends Group
that would in time take on the task of planting and
maintaining the site of the former munitions factory
adjacent to the Explosion Museum. This site, which
is in excess of 6 acres in size, is a Scheduled Ancient
Monument. What an exciting venture! What a challenge!
In 1750 the Board of Ordnance bought 40 acres
(16 hectares) of farmland and a boatyard from Jane
Priddy and Thomas Missing. They wished to build
earthen ramparts to form part of the defences of
Portsmouth Harbour and the Royal Dockyard. This
was called Priddy’s Hard Fort. In 1777 the gunpowder
barrels, which had previously been stored in the Square
Tower in Old Portsmouth, were moved for safety reasons
to specially constructed magazines at Priddy’s Hard.
This depot provided powder for the ships of the Royal
Navy, for guns on the dockyard fortifications and for
use in military campaigns around the world. Admiral
Lord Nelson’s fleet was supplied from Priddy’s Hard.
From the mid-1800s gunpowder and shells were
manufactured and stored here. Naturally the whole

site was subject to restricted access throughout
its functioning life and the employees were sworn
to secrecy about their work.
Tim Canham in ‘A Brief History of Priddy’s
Hard’ (Gosport Heritage Open Days, 2016,
www.gosportheritage.co.uk) wrote: ‘Astonishingly,
it remained that way [i.e. completely sealed off to the
public] for over two hundred years and, as a youngster
living in Gosport, I knew the area around Forton Lake
was out of bounds to everyone. I did get too close once
and a rather large chap with a ferocious guard dog
appeared out of nowhere. He had hair like a wolf and
teeth like Dracula. The dog looked pretty nasty as well!’
Priddy’s Hard was fully active during both World Wars
and was last operational during the Falklands conflict.
The site was vacated in 1988.

THE VISION

The area in red on the plan below is to be developed
as grounds and gardens. Adjacent on its right (east) lies
the Explosion Museum. On the far right is Portsmouth
Harbour. Beneath (south) is Forton Lake. The public
will have access on Open Days. The frequency of these
is yet to be determined and will depend in part on
how best to keep visitors safe on such a large site.

Sketch plan of the area (not to scale)
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View of the double ramparts. The brick building in the
foreground was the goat shed!

The once-fortified bridge

Path along the top of north rampart

One of the buildings to be renovated

Picnic site with view of Portsmouth harbour

Plan and photos courtesy of Rosaleen and Peter Wilkinson

The site is encircled by earthen ramparts constructed
in 1756, the slopes of which could be sown with wild
meadow flowers. There are several established oak
trees, which will of course be preserved, but the more
invasive species such as sycamore and holly have been
removed. In the past the vegetation was kept under
control by a resident herd of goats! Their brick shed
is now overgrown.
Several small derelict brick buildings will be
demolished, but two will be renovated for the storage
of garden machinery and hand tools, one at each end
of the gardens. In a recent report Peter Goodship wrote
that the refurbishment of E magazine and of the Proof
House are all but complete and they will house tools
and equipment for the Friends Group and provide
interpretation for visitors.
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It can be seen from the plan that a small section
of the grounds lies on the eastern side of Heritage
Way, on the shore of Portsmouth Harbour. This is
where the moat, which ran from Forton Lake through
the site, flowed beneath a fortified bridge and out into
the harbour. The grass path running along the top of
the North Rampart makes a very pleasant walk and leads
to an area that could be established as a picnic site, as
it affords an attractive view of Portsmouth Harbour.
The problem of residual nitrates in the soil had been
raised by Natural England and discussed by Gosport
Borough Council and Historic England. This problem
has been resolved to the satisfaction of all parties,
and the first phase of the nearby housing development
on the shores of Forton Lake has been completed, with
the second phase to go ahead before too long. The
preparation of the grounds of the former munitions
factory will continue and will provide a green space
for all to enjoy. The PNBPT is to be congratulated on
its vision and hard work.
Priddy’s Hard is a Heritage site and attracts thousands
of visitors to Gosport. The Explosion Museum is popular
with families, and the area is accessible from Heritage
Way as well as from Gosport waterfront across the
Millennium Bridge, which spans Forton Lake. Six
acres of managed grounds and gardens would be
an attractive addition for families wishing to picnic
or just to relax, particularly if, as has been proposed
by the Property Trust, the former narrow-gauge
railway or tramway is re-instated.

same guardianship of the PNBPT at The Porter’s
Garden in Portsmouth Naval Dockyard, and the same
circumstances will apply at Priddy’s Hard. The Property
Trust will have completed all the necessary hardlandscaping tasks before the Friends begin to design
and plant up the grounds.
We hope the Friends Group at Priddy’s Hard will
become affiliated to the HGT and be represented at the
biannual meetings of the Association of Friends Groups.
The Sunken Garden at Townhill Park (a member
of the Friends Association) is an example of what can
be achieved by a Friends Group with backing from
Hampshire Gardens Trust.

Townhill Park, sunken garden in 1994

Photos courtesy of Rosaleen and Peter Wilkinson

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE NOW

As soon as Covid-19 permits, work must begin
on enthusing local residents from Gosport, Rowner,
Lee-on-the-Solent, Alverstoke, Stokes Bay, Stubbington,
Fareham and Portsmouth (which is only a five-minute
ferry journey away) to get involved in this exciting task.
This means involving local councillors, getting television
and radio coverage and using articles in the local
newspapers and magazines, flyers and posters to
advertise the first public meeting. From this initial
meeting volunteers can be recruited and a committee
can be formed to set up a Friends Group.
There will be issues to be resolved before work
can begin, including the insurance of volunteers
against personal injury and who is and who is not
licensed to use motorised gardening equipment
or electrical garden tools. Amongst other matters,
the Friends will need to draw up their own constitution
in co-operation with the Property Trust. However,
all this has been successfully achieved under the

Townhill Park, after restoration
NB Covid-19 has delayed the Priddy’s Hard project but any
reader who would like to register their interest in getting
involved as a Friend, please email Peter Wilkinson at
prtj@talktalk.net
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Paradise
World famous
180 acre garden

Artwork produced from the Veterans’ Wellbeing
Programme at Aldershot Military Museum

Hampshire Cultural Trust would like to thank Hampshire
Gardens Trust for their support of the forthcoming
Resilience Garden at Aldershot Military Museum, helping
the wellbeing of veterans in our community.

hampshireculture.org.uk

One of the biggest Winter Gardens
and longest double borders in Europe

14 National Plant Collections
Pond/Bog Garden • 120 seat restaurant
Tea rooms • Free coach and car parking
Guided tours
Sir Harold Hillier Gardens, Jermyns Lane
Ampfield Near Romsey, Hampshire SO51 0QA
Open daily from 10am except Christmas Day and Boxing Day

/HillierGardens
Hampshire Cultural Trust is a registered charity (no. 1158583)
and company (no. 08986225) in England and Wales

Registered charity 274737

DISCOUNTED
GROUP
RATES
AVAILABLE

@HillierGardens

www.hants.gov.uk/hilliergardens
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Development – why we hate it

and what can be done to make it better
Hugh Petter RIBA FRSA

DIRECTOR OF ADAM ARCHITECTURE AND ADAM URBANISM, WINCHESTER
MASTER PLANNER AND COORDINATING ARCHITECT FOR NANSLEDAN

When we build let us think
that we build forever.
Let it not be for present use
alone; let it be such work as
our descendants will thank
us for. John Ruskin

vision and ambitions for a scheme becoming diluted as
developers – in a desperate attempt to secure planning
consent – make changes that they hope will appease
single-interest groups. This is particularly likely if there is
a time-limited option on a piece of land, or if the bulk of
the funding necessary to enable the project to continue
is contingent upon securing planning permission. This
increase in delays and financial risk has pushed many
smaller developers out of the market. As a consequence,
whereas 30 years ago small- and medium-sized

Ruskin’s words were cited in a speech by Robert Jenrick,
the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and
Local Government, in follow up to his White Paper,
‘Planning for the Future’, published for consultation in
August 2020. Whilst Ruskin was advocating the Gothic
Revival, Jenrick borrowed these words in support of the
Government’s ambition to undertake significant reform
to the current planning system.

THE PROBLEM

In 1947 Clement Atlee’s Government passed the first
Town and Country Planning Act. It often happens that
when regulations come into play they snowball and,
indeed, over the last 70 years planning policy at both
national and local level has become significantly more
complex. It now takes on average seven years for a
Council to prepare a new local plan, and will take at
least five years, and often longer, for a developer to
gain consent for a scheme of any size. There has been
a proliferation in the number of groups that must be
consulted. All this takes time, and it is often impossible
to reconcile conflicting views. It can become a war zone
and, all too often, a race to the bottom, with any initial

Wildflower meadows in the ‘Suitable Area of Natural Space’
(SANG) at Nansledan, with the development in the background
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developers accounted for 40 per cent of the housing
market, today’s figure is just 12 per cent.
The void left by these small developers has been filled
by the big, plc housebuilder firms. Their size and financial
strength enables them to stay in the game. However,
they need to deliver returns for their shareholders, so
there is pressure to standardise their ‘product’ with the
same bricks, windows, roofing materials and so on in the
interests of economy. Everything is focused upon
minimising expense and short-term financial return.
Another aspect of this problematic short-term thinking
is that a Council is only required to have a five-year
supply of housing land. The reality is that development
sites in the UK rarely sell more than 100 houses per year.
This is the normal rate of absorption into a community.
Any attempts to increase this rate will almost certainly
result in a flooded market, pushing sale prices down,
hurting financial margins and resulting in cut backs
to the quality of materials, green space and so on.
The result of such short-term thinking is the proliferation
of bland, monocultural housing estates that blight every
corner of our country, where there are inadequate green
spaces for sport and recreation and where residents need
cars to reach undersized town centres.
County Highways Officers insist that each new street
tree must have a tree-pit to contain the roots: these cost

between £3,000 and £5,000, so planting new trees is
often avoided. The requirement to deliver green space
is measured in accordance with Fields in Trust standards,
frequently resulting in ‘pocket parks’ and other small
green elements. Significant new green infrastructure
can only be funded by large-scale development.1
Whenever the prospect of a development near us is
mentioned, most of us immediately start to think of
reasons why it should not occur. The whole concept of
development has become unpopular. As a result, there
is political pressure for yet more regulation to curb the
worst excesses of the plcs. It is a vicious circle, and we
need to find a way to break it if we are to recapture our
ability to make better, and more sustainable new places.
So Jenrick is right. The current system is broken. At a
time of unprecedented need for new housing, it needs
to change now, and quickly, if we are going to have any
chance of getting it right and creating good new urban
places. It is our one chance. If we don’t get it right, we
will go on creating bad new places that are unsustainable
in so many ways, and do too little for the health and
wellbeing of residents. Once a bad new place has been
completed, it is almost impossible to improve it because
of fragmented ownership and the cost of remedial work
that will be not funded by further development. The
stakes are extremely high, and the Hampshire Gardens
Trust is right to be very concerned.

SOME SOLUTIONS?

HRH The Prince of Wales has been working for the past
30 years to campaign for change through his Prince’s
Foundation, through the pioneering work of the Duchy
of Cornwall at Poundbury in Dorset and, more recently,
at Nansledan, on the edge of Newquay in Cornwall. At
Nanlesdan the local authority encouraged the landowner
to ‘forget normal planning policy’ and plan for 50 years.
At that time, in 2003, Newquay had a permanent
population of 22,000 people, growing at the height
of summer to over 110,000. The entire economy of
the town was focused upon high volume, low spending
tourism: it was run down, depressed and struggling.
Local interest groups were set up, and a six-month
public consultation identified the needs of the local
community and ways in which the local economy could
be strengthened and diversified. This process established
the brief for a long-term masterplan that includes not
1 Fields in Trust Guidance was first published in the 1930s with a broad

Photo courtesy of Hugh Hastings

recommendation that 6 acres (2.4 hectares) of accessible green space
should be provided for each 1,000 head of population, to enable
residents of all ages to engage in sport and play. www.fieldsintrust.org.
It is adopted by 75 per cent of local authorities.
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Left: One of Nansledan’s clusters of community allotments

only homes and employment spaces, but
new schools, a church, a railway station,
a market street (a sub-centre to the main
town centre), allotments and play spaces
woven through the new urban areas, with
community orchards. A linear park along on margins
of a stream runs through the middle of the scheme, and
there is a new Suitable Alternative Natural Greenspace
(SANG).2 At its most basic, a SANG must be a circular
walk of a prescribed length through countryside that
feels more natural than an urban park, where people
can exercise and empty their dogs.
To date, most SANGs in England do not lift the heart,
so the exam question at Nansledan was how could it be
done better? Advice was s ought from the Micheldeverbased ecologist Ben Kite and the Alton-based landscape
architects Fabrik, led by Andrew Smith and Simon Greig.
Kite identified a meadow of unimproved grassland in a
corner of a small farm on the edge of Nansledan. Other
improved grass areas have now been re-impoverished
and sown with a wildflower mix to match the species
in the unimproved meadow, thus re-establishing
indigenous wild flowers across the farm. A herd of
South Devon beef cattle, a local breed with a docile
temperament, now live on these new meadows: they
help to sustain the wild flowers and, over time, there will
be a supply of local beef. Residents from Nansledan will
be able to walk their dogs from their new homes through
wildflower meadows populated by a herd of beef cattle.
Food accounts for about 23 per cent of our carbon
footprint, and so at Nansledan there is a dedicated food
2 A SANG is intended to protect a Special Protection Area, or SPA, that forms

part of a European-wide network of sites of international importance for
nature conservation established under the European Community Wild Birds
and Habitat directives.

Photo courtesy of Hugh Hastings

Below: Wildflower meadows in the SANG at Nansledan with
a new gateway through an historic Cornish hedge-bank

strategy to help create a more sustainable development.
Streets are planted with edible plants and fruit and nut
trees (carefully thought about at the design stage and
sited where possible to avoid expensive tree pits) and
pollination is aided through the provision of bee bricks
for solitary bees in boundary walls. As advised by the
RSPB, there is one swift box per house as part of a wider
ambition to strengthen and diversify the ecology both
of the development area and its hinterland. There are
new allotments, play space is integrated within residential
squares, and significant new community-run orchards
are planted with Cornish varieties of apples and pears.
The first of these, Newquay Community Orchard
(www.newquayorchard.co.uk), established and run by
the visionary Luke Barclay, not only provides another
source of local food, but creates an environment where
residents of both the new and established parts of the
town can meet. They work too with ex-offenders and
people with learning difficulties to give them new skills
and help them to integrate with the wider community.
They run courses for the local schools to help nurture
children’s interest both in gardening and where food
comes from. The primary school was finished in 2019,
the first new school to be built in Cornwall for over 30
years, and the Academy Trust that runs it ensures that
its curriculum embraces sustainable patterns of living:
children are being taught about the natural world
and how to grow their own food.
Nansledan is popular as a result of the landowner
working in close partnership with the local community,

DEVELOPMENT  19

with a commitment to meet local needs and to
put as much money back into the local economy as
possible. The original allocation of 400 homes has grown
to the current 4,000, with a commitment that 30 per
cent of these should be affordable and that a minimum
of one employment space is provided per household.
Poundbury, where similar principles have been applied,
has achieved a rate of over one job per dwelling. A new
development at scale will spawn its own needs: with
fibre-optic broadband in every dwelling, there is a lot
of home working; there is an appetite for the small
enterprise units woven through the scheme; and there
are other, more conventional employment opportunities.
Most landowners sell land to developers at the outset
and then have no further involvement. But the Duchy
has pioneered a new partnership model, a common
aspiration contract, that requires developer partners to
deliver the landowner vision, embracing the developers’
commercial acumen and technical skill but without
ceding design control. The landowner’s long-term
interest in a development project enables them not only
to think beyond the normal planning time-frame, but
also to ensure that a proper system of stewardship is in
place to secure the delivery of the original vision and
thereafter, through covenant control, ensure that the
new place is properly looked after: something that the
planning system cannot control.

Both Poundbury and Nansledan were cited in
‘Living with Beauty’, the final report of the Building
Better Building Beautiful Commission, co-chaired by
the late Sir Roger Scruton and Nicholas Boys Smith. It
was published in January 2020 and shortly afterwards
two accompanying technical reports by Knight Frank
(www.knightfrank.co.uk) were published: ‘Building in
Beauty’ and ‘Cost and Value’. These present a cogent
argument that the stewardship model pioneered by His
Royal Highness delivers not only more sustainable new
places, but also better commercial values in the longer
term for all concerned: better social outcomes and
happier, more healthy lifestyles where most, if not all,
day-to-day needs can be met on foot or by bicycle.
It paints a compelling picture.
Across the country, other landowners now are
beginning to realise that there are new ways to
conceive and control good and more sustainable new
development. Too often their ambitions are still being
thwarted by the current planning system, but we can
hope that they will yet triumph.
In Hampshire we are fortunate that several of the
larger sites that either are in the process of securing
planning consent or are under construction, are being
led by committed landowners with similar visions to
those advocated by the Duchy. We hope that, in time,
we will see new developments emerge that meet those
vital and timeless ambitions advocated by Ruskin.

NANSLEDAN MASTERPLAN
Nansledan Boundary
Existing Railway Line
Existing Development
Proposed Development
Allotment
Orchard
Recreation Ground & Sports Pitch
SANG
SANG Reserve Land
Hedgerows Retained /New
Trees Retained /New
Primary School

Drawing courtesy of Adam Architecture
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Wade Court –
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Wade Court is located south of Havant,
close to the shoreline and the narrow
channel that separates Hayling Island from
the mainland and links Langstone Harbour
and Emsworth Channel. It is a low-lying site
with a distributary of the Lymbourne stream
on its western side, which empties into
Langstone Harbour. Historically it supplied
the estate’s fishponds and ornamental ponds.
The estate, of some 103 acres bounded
by the Lymbourne stream to the west and
Land Purchased
Pook Lane to the east, was put up for
by Marshal
auction in 1840. It was the sale of the
Nisbet Inman
from the
estate to Marshall Nisbet Inman in 1876
Railway
that brought about the changes in the house
and garden that can be seen today. Inman
was an architect with a practice in Bedford
Row, London, and he transformed Wade
Court into a gentleman’s country residence. The original
house was altered, with the addition of a large wing
facing south and another wing on the east side. The
tower, thought to be modelled on St Faith’s Church in
Havant, was added later. Inman purchased more land
west of the Lymbourne stream and remodelled the
gardens in the Japanese style, with an additional lake
and channels connecting to the Lymbourne Stream. The
‘Anglo-Japanese’ style was very fashionable in the early
20th century, one of the many notable gardens being
Leopold de Rothschild’s at Gunnersbury in west London.
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Sally Miller outlines the history
of Wade Court since the present
owners purchased it in 2004.
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From 1912 onwards parts of the Wade Court estate,
including the main house and its grounds, were sold
in separate lots. In 1940 the house and grounds and
the farm came under one ownership again until about
1954, when the house was subdivided into three
dwellings, the West Wing, the East Wing and Wade
Tower. The grounds were divided mainly between the
West Wing and Wade Tower. The farm, the two lodges,
the gardener’s cottage and the former granary were
also sold at this time.
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In 1965 the A27 Havant by-pass was constructed
across the northern part of the earlier estate. More recent
extensions to the bypass made further inroads, but the
landscape still retains its parkland character. The land
to the south, between the main dwellings and the shore,

is now known as Wade Court Park. Wade Court West
was acquired by the present owners in 2004. Since 2006
they have been restoring the Japanese- and Italian-styled
gardens and ornamental lakes, all of which had become
extremely overgrown and neglected.

Photo courtesy of Janice Bennetts

Janet Ashton describes
Inman’s garden

Photo courtesy of JanetAshton

View south to Langstone Harbour

View of the house from the rose garden

Sometimes it is difficult to remember
the chaos that was the garden of the
West Wing at Wade Court when we
purchased the house in 2004. The
grass and the border near the house
had been maintained, but the rest
was overgrown with laurels 40ft
high, self-seeded sycamores,
overgrown yew hedges and brambles
everywhere. Flights of steps had
sagged, retaining walls had collapsed
and there were no bridges, so the
only way to get from one part of
the garden to another was on planks
across the various channels. Water
was visible in the lower pond,
although it was largely silted up,
but the upper lake had virtually
disappeared and was a forest of goat
willow and alder. The ha-ha along the
southern boundary was in a state of
collapse and most of the urns in the
Italian Garden had toppled over and
some were broken. There were
numerous fallen trees that had come
down in the 1987 storm and had
never been cleared, so in many places
it was difficult to get from one part
of the garden to the other.
I am not sure that when we
bought the house that we had any
plans for the garden, as the house
itself had suffered from years of
neglect. The process of making
it habitable revealed the vestiges
of a much older house than had
previously been thought, with
substantial oak timbers and a vast
central chimney stack, and we began
to understand the enormity of the
changes that Marshal Nisbet Inman
had made to the house.
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there was an 80ft cedar of Lebanon at the front
of the house which was dying and had to be felled.
We replaced it with a small specimen from Wisley, one
of the few places that had one in stock. After a slow start
it is now a sizeable tree and continues to grow apace!
By the time members of the Hampshire Garden Trust
visited Wade Court in 2008 we had cleared most of the
storm-damaged trees, dredged the pond near the house,
rebuilt the walls around it using stone retrieved from the
mud, and restored the island with its Japanese lantern,
found in the pond. We had also restored some paths
in the Japanese Garden and put in two Japanese-style
bridges, as well as repairing the retaining wall between
the house and the pond and the stone steps down to it.
View of house
from restored
Upper Lake, 2008

Photos courtesy of Janice Bennetts

We moved into the house in July 2004, in good
weather, and we began in a desultory way to cut down
some of the sycamores and laurels on the area between
the pond and the Lymbourne stream. My daughter
came to help and I can remember the excitement when
we had cut down enough laurels to see the sky! Once,
while retrieving walling stone from the pond, she
suddenly leapt out with a shriek: what she thought was a
water snake was actually an eel, of which there are many.
We soon realised, however, that the task was
enormous and we were going to need help in the form
of heavy machinery and manpower to clear the land
and dredge the water areas. Fortunately, we were lucky
enough to know people we trusted to help us and who
would let us work along with them. We became adept
at driving dump trucks.
Since the garden was and still is covered by Tree
Preservation Orders of various kinds, permission had
to be obtained from Havant Borough Council to carry
out any clearance and fortunately the council was
sympathetic, as was Hampshire County Council. In 2004

Restored Japanese Garden and pond in 2008. The Tower (in separate ownership) can be seen beyond the house
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THE JAPANESE GARDEN

This comprises the pond and its immediate
surroundings, including the sunken paths. We had
carried out the basic restoration early on, and replaced
two of the bridges, so the emphasis has been on
planting and creating a sense of enclosure. There was
a small surviving stand of bamboo near the waterfall,
which has now re-established itself rather too well.
Black bamboo was planted on the far side of the pond
and beyond that, a dragon’s claw willow and further
out into the meadow a Japanese plume cedar.
In the former area of sunken paths various trees and
shrubs have been planted to provide interest and give a
measure of screening. Close to the boundary with Wade
Tower existing shrubs have been shaped into a hedge
and camellias and rhododendrons have been planted,

which thrive in this location. There are views through
to the Wade Tower grounds and the former site of the
open-air theatre, and beyond that to the upper lake.
This whole area is now much more open and well
maintained than it was when we originally came here,
thanks to the owners of Wade Tower, and it is now
possible to see how this area of the garden might
have looked in Inman’s day.

THE ROSE GARDEN AND THE BORDERS

A rose arch was introduced in 2014 at the top of the
steps leading down to the rose garden to provide a focal
point where the level changes; it also links the two major
borders. There were a number of hydrangeas in the main
border and they clearly enjoy the location, so I have
planted more, in particular Hydrangea paniculata, which
has been very successful. At the lower level where the
paths intersect, I have planted ‘oak leaf’ hydrangeas and
Hydrangea serrata, the Japanese mountain hydrangea or
‘Tea of Heaven’. Along the path to the pond Hydrangea
arborescens ‘Annabelle’ is now doing well and relishing
the loss of the adjoining diseased aucubas.
The Rose Garden continues to do well, although
last year and late this season it has been damaged by
deer, so some of the roses may have to be replaced.
The yews, including a whole section planted 2006,
have now matured and provide enclosure on three
sides, and have been shaped similarly to those shown
in the photographs of 1919.

THE ITALIAN GARDEN

This is the lower area between the Rose Garden and the
Lymbourne stream. Around its perimeter were urns set
on plinths: a number had disappeared, but broken ones
have been repaired and three new urns of very similar
design have been added. The replacement of the yews
alongside the ha-ha has been a continuing battle, with

Photo courtesy of Janet Ashton

The laurels and sycamores had been cleared and the
southern ha-ha repaired. A new rose garden had been
laid out and the restoration of the enclosing yew hedges
begun. The upper lake had also been dredged and fallen
trees cleared.
We learnt a great deal about how the garden had
looked from the programme of a ‘Fancy Fair’ held in
1919 and the photographs we found in Havant Museum,
dating from 1932, some ten years after Inman’s death.
The historical research carried out by the Hampshire
Gardens Trust stimulated our interest and Peter Atkinson
at Hampshire County Council was very helpful with
various historical maps and photographs.
Our philosophy in carrying out the restoration has
been to retain and restore the features of the original
garden, and to keep as much of the existing planting
as possible. There are obvious constraints in carrying
out the restoration of part of a garden, particularly
one divided up as strangely as Wade Court. There are
boundaries now where none existed, paths clearly shown
on earlier some of the maps had disappeared by the time
we bought the house, and we have not attempted to
restore them. In the Japanese Garden only three of the
sunken paths could be restored as the remainder ran
into what is now the garden of Wade Tower.
We have maintained the division of the garden into
individual areas as it was in 1919, with water providing
the unifying theme thanks to the work done by Inman
when he created the upper lake and the various
channels linking to the Lymbourne stream and thence
to the sea. Although changes have been made since
Inman’s time and the locks no longer exist, the water
garden was well engineered and the various channels
and streams continue to flow.

Italian Garden in 2004 – steps just visible
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leaves the Lymbourne stream to
run into the upper lake, and this
has helped the flow enormously.
There is still work to do in this
area to reveal the stone walls on
the edge of the islands.

Italian Garden during restoration

some of the old yews finally giving up and some of
the new ones not doing well. Photographic evidence
shows that there were probably yews along the top of
the bank, but we have not attempted to replace these.

THE UPPER LAKE AND THE FOLLY

The lake was dredged in 2008 and more felling of dead
and dying trees has been carried out since. The Folly was
restored in 2011, and the iron gates and window grilles,
made in a local forge, were put in to stop people lighting
fires and camping out.
The only access to this area was across a narrow
dam put in probably in the 1930s. In 2016 we installed
a bridge alongside the dam, and in 2019 a bridge to the
larger of the two islands to make
maintenance easier. The island is
strimmed from time to time to
maintain pathways but otherwise
it is left alone. It has a good
population of cowslips, and this
year we discovered for the first time
a significant number of bee orchids
and a few marsh orchids.
Maintenance of the water
channels is very important,
especially removing the ivy and
brambles that trail in the water
and cause debris to back up. In
2019 and 2020 we have been
concentrating on clearing the ivy
and brambles from the walls from
the point where the channel

In the garden on the south side
of the house, next to the ha-ha and
looking south to the sea, was an
area of land which, when we came,
was occupied by a fallen tree and
a compost heap. We put a small
octagonal greenhouse there and
grew some fruit and vegetables,
but by 2019 the greenhouse was
minus most of its glass and the
whole area had an aura of neglect.
In 2007 we had discovered from an old map that
there used to be a small octagonal summerhouse next
to the stream, fragments of which we found. Faced with
the derelict greenhouse, we decided to remove it and
use the base for a summerhouse with the adjoining
area becoming a herb garden. Then came Covid and
we approached Martin Turner, who did much of the
restoration of the walls and structures in the garden,
to see whether he would be interested in making a
summerhouse to fit the base. We gave him a picture found
on the internet and left him to design a building that

Photos courtesy of Janet Ashton

Photos courtesy of Janet Ashton

THE HERB GARDEN AND
THE SUMMERHOUSE

Left: The Folly. Above: The new
summerhouse and herb garden
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View over the Rose Garden
and Italian Garden today

would work. It was a wonderful lockdown project for us
both! We designed and laid out the herb garden and he
cut wood in his workshop to make the structure. It is
almost finished and the resulting building is, I think,
something of which Inman would have approved.

Court garden sluggish. Sadly, Inman’s navigable
channel to Langstone is no longer passable, even
in a flat-bottomed punt!

Photos courtesy of Janet Ashton

THE FUTURE

Apart from some remedial work to the folly island,
nothing major remains to be done. The success and
beauty of the garden rely on good maintenance. There
will always be minor incidents when trees come down,
which is a fairly regular occurrence, but largely the
restoration is complete.
There remains the strip of land on the far side of the
Lymbourne, which has had to be neglected for the last
few years. It has suffered from storm damage recently
and the intention is to tidy the area up and make it
accessible again.
Silting up of the Lymbourne in particular remains
a major problem. We have dredged our section of the
stream on several occasions, but the stream between
the Wade Court garden and the Langstone Mill Pond
has not been cleared and the flow is badly impeded,
which in turn makes the flow through the Wade

The Lymbourne stream in spring
NB Wade Court is not open to the public, but private visits for
small groups of interested gardeners can be arranged. In the
first instance please email admin@hgt.org.uk and put ‘Wade
Court enquiry’ in the subject box.
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Southwick Park – 900 Years

of Changing Landscape
Kevin Barton

MEMBER OF HGT RESEARCH TEAM

7,600 acres. The 4,000 acres of the original park are
contained within an early 19th-century estate wall.
A Dutch-style garden of the early 18th century was
sufficiently fine to merit inclusion in the Britannia
Illustrata, but had all but disappeared by 1770.
The current house, built in about 1800 and rebuilt

Courtesy of Hampshire Record Office: Earls of Portsmouth archive: 15M84/P1/folio 14

Southwick House and park lies approximately six miles
north-west of Portsmouth and has been an historically
important location since a priory was established there
in the mid-12th century. The surrounding area is part of
what is left of the ancient Forest of Bere. The Southwick
estates, largely acquired at the Reformation still, run to

View of Southwick Park by Jan Kip and Leonard Knyff, Britannia Illustrata, 1707
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The ruins of the priory today

in 1843, was set in open parkland with the Wallington
River to the south dammed to form an extensive lake.
Southwick is best known today as the location of the
map room in the house, where D-Day was planned and
the decision to proceed with the landings was made.
Eighty years of military ownership has seen the house
disassociated from a parkland that is now home to
a golf club.

SOUTHWICK PRIORY UNTIL THE
REFORMATION

The Augustinian priory established at Portchester Castle
in about 1120 quickly outgrew the available space and
so moved to land at Southwick (about 240 acres)
granted to the priory by William de Ponte de l’Arche.
Its position on the pilgrim trail from Winchester to
Portsmouth and on to the Continent made it an
important stopping-off point: at its height the priory
was the second largest in Hampshire and Sussex.
Henry VIII visited not long before the dissolution of
the monasteries. With the dissolution, the priory and
its lands passed to the Earl of Southampton, who gave
it to his supporter John White.
The earliest useful map (1559) shows the priory
building and a palisade, probably enclosing a deer park,
the line of which is echoed by the wall that encloses the
park today. White’s lease of 1538 included gardens and
orchards needed to provide for the priory and the many
guests. Later maps clearly show a walled garden close
to the site of the priory. The south-facing land sloping
down to the river may have been a vineyard. The priory

certainly had fishponds: a large, rectangular pond
appears on later maps in what became known as the
Wilderness, and there were at least three other springfed ponds. All that is left of the priory is the ruined wall
of what was probably the refectory.

THE JACOBEAN HOUSE AND FORMAL
GARDENS 1538–1750

The White family proceeded to consolidate their lands,
extending the estate to the top of Portsdown Hill, the
imposing chalk escarpment that overlooks Portchester
Castle and the sea. The estate then passed through
marriage to Sir Daniel Norton, who is credited with
building a fine Jacobean house, seen in the engraving
by the Dutch artists Leonard Knyff and Johannes Kip
published in 1707 (opposite). Charles I visited several
times but Daniel’s son, Colonel Richard Norton, fought
with Cromwell, the family returning to the Royalist side
with Charles II. There is no evidence of works to the
gardens or landscape during the civil wars.
Southwick Park’s main claim to garden history fame
has been the Knyff and Kip engraving. It shows, to the
side of the mansion, Dutch-style gardens – highly
fashionable in the late 17th to early 18th centuries.
A very large walled and hedged area encloses formal
parterres with a central circular pool and a great deal
of topiary. An impressive orangery (similar to that at
Chatsworth) occupies the centre of the north side,
looking down a central walk that projects into a formal
avenue in the fields beyond. The southern portion of
the enclosure appears to be formally planted vegetable

Photo courtesy of Sally Miller

Photo courtesy of Bob Hunt, 2019

Aerial view of the former HMS Dryad
looking south towards Portsdown Hill.
The house is in the centre. The terraces
of the Dutch-style gardens ran from the
top edge of the woods on the right of
the picture south to the river
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beds bounded by
canals running the
width of the enclosure.
In the foreground the
road crosses a bridge,
and formal gates give
access to a circular lawn
and thence to the house
and stables. At the
bridge there is a second
set of gates leading to
the south, up Portsdown
Hill and into the
extensive estate.
Did this garden exist
or does the engraving
show a plan that was
not implemented? The
diarist Celia Fiennes
visited around the turn
of the century where, despite describing the fine
warren, timber woods and grounds, she makes no
clear reference to the gardens. However, an orangery
certainly existed: an inventory includes ‘twelve large
orange trees in tubbs, twenty one small orange trees
in pots and twenty four bay trees in tubbs’.

The lake runs along the southern boundary of the park

Courtesy of National Gallery of Scotland

Photo courtesy of Sally Miller, 2019

’A Prospect of Southwick
Park with the Norton
Family in the Foreground’,
Sawray Gilpin and George
Barrett Snr, 1770–1775
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Source: www.geog.port.ac.uk/webmap/hantsmap/milne1.htm

Clues lie in the interesting life of the Colonel’s
grandson, another Richard, who took on the estate
in 1690. A keen supporter of the theatre in the West
End (and also an actor and playwright), he brought
the theatre to his house, putting on plays for the gentry
in the fine chapel believed to have originally been part
of the priory. George 1 dropped in, probably in 1721
when visiting the Duke of Bolton at Hackwood Park. It
is likely that Norton, keen to move in the highest circles,
would have laid out gardens to match his house and
status. Yet by 1742 Daniel Defoe, visiting on his
nationwide tour, makes no mention of the gardens
but does describe the parkland rising up Portsdown
Hill to ‘a pair of clumps of Fir … a prospect that may
be justly esteemed one of the finest in England’.
Corroborating evidence for the gardens comes in
1734 in an auction sale that included, in the garden
and park: ‘Statues, Vases, Urns, Flower Pots &c. in
stone and lead, with a curious orangery, in its utmost
perfection of oranges, lemons, myrtle trees, &c …’
It seems that the formal gardens did not long survive.
The reason lies in the contested will of 1732 of Richard
Norton, who shocked wealthy society by leaving all his
lands and possessions to the state to support the poor.
Unsurprisingly the will was contested and the first

Thomas Milne’s one-inch map of Hampshire, 1791

of the Thistlethwayte relatives eventually inherited.
The Thistlethwaytes were a wealthy family in their
own right, living at Norman Court at East Tytherley.
The formal gardens at Southwick were taken apart
and the contents sold off. A Repton-style landscape
replaced them: open parkland sweeping up to the
house; a walled ornamental garden close to the
house, but the kitchen garden sited half a mile away.
There is no evidence of Repton at Southwick, but the
Thistlethwaytes knew the Jervoise family at Herriard
Park, where Repton did work. The inter-connectedness
between wealthy properties and owners ensured that
innovations were observed and copied. A painting
(opposite) confirms the results of the auction: the
conservatory remains, but with no signs of the great
formal gardens; the walled garden at the west end of
the house can be seen. Curiously, although the picture’s
title refers to the Norton family, the scene would
certainly have been viewed by Thistlethwaytes!

LANDSCAPED PARKLAND 1750–1940

For the rest of the 18th century little seems to change in
the park. The Thistlethwaytes were keen sportsmen and
seem to have used the house as a hunting lodge, the
property being named Lodge Park in 1759. Milne’s map
of 1791 shows the Jacobean house in open parkland
with formal woodland to the north. To the west there
is a small formal garden (on the site of what is now the
walled garden). The lower part of the river has been
dammed to form a short lake – this is the outlet that
now passes under the boundary wall, forming a pond
with a small island, possibly a duck pond or decoy.
Tithe map, Southwick parish, 1839 (extract)
Courtesy of Hampshire Record Office HRO/21M65/F7/220/2
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Photo courtesy of Amber Kincaid, 2006

By 1812 the house had been pulled down and a new
two-storey, Regency-style house had been built in open
parkland that runs without interruption to the house.
The park was ‘well stocked with game of every species
and the grounds are disposed with much beauty …
A beautiful winding stream flows through them, giving
delightful variety to the scene.’ The building of the
new house would seem to coincide with the selling
off of Norman Court to meet the costs of the family
unsuccessfully contesting the local parliamentary seat.
The 1839 tithe map for Southwick (pages 28–29) is
perhaps the earliest representation of the park as it
broadly appears today. The house lies at the end of an
avenue from the village with a new track to the south-

Southwick House as it appears today

east to the Portsmouth road. The Wilderness curves
down and around to the south as far as the ruins.
It also wraps around the house to the north, later
lost to the Ministry for Defence. The planting in
the wood appears quite open,
implying an ornamental wood
with specimen trees and broad
paths. Two rectangles represent
the main fishpond and the timber
yard that is still in use today. The
river has been dammed to form
the lake. The earlier duck pond or
decoy can still be seen. The parkland
to the south of the house is lightly
planted, giving views to the lake.
To the south-east is the ‘Dairy
Clump’ with buildings used today
as the golf clubhouse. Parkland to
OS map 1:25,000 4th Edition, revised
during WWII, in 1941

the north and east gave the house extensive views
north to the South Downs, an aspect lost today.
On May 23 1840 the house burned down, although
valuables and documents were saved and mercifully the
wine cellars were untouched. By 1843 the house had
been rebuilt, now three storeys high, on the original
footprint, as the building we see today. At about this
time much of the remaining priory ruins were
dismantled and the wall was built around the estate
to deter tourists, who had started visiting. Otherwise,
the park landscape seen in the tithe map remained
essentially unaltered until the outbreak of WWII.

MILITARY OCCUPATION

At the outbreak of war Colonel Evelyn Thistlethwayte
had allowed the Admiral of the Dockyard, Admiral
Sir William James, to shoot on the park. In 1941 the
Operations School in Portsmouth Dockyard was
bombed and the Admiral repaid the Colonel’s
hospitality by commandeering the house. Its position
near Portsmouth Dockyard made it an ideal site for the
planning of the D-day landings, and the house contains
the map room displaying the whole of the Channel and
the planned invasion. Churchill and Eisenhower met at
the house and it was from here that the decision to go
was made. After the war the house remained with the
Ministry of Defence, initially under the Royal Navy. The
parkland alongside the lake became a golf course and
the gardens remained unchanged but quietly declining.

SOUTHWICK PARK TODAY

Southwick House is a Grade II listed building, but its
gardens and the value of its setting in the landscape
have seriously deteriorated. There are a number of

Source: http://www.geog.port.ac.uk/webmap/hantsmap/hantsmap/hantsmap.htm
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specimen trees surviving from mid-19th century
planting as well as the beech avenue from the village.
However, the view to Portsdown Hill is obscured
by overgrown hedges and trees along the southern
perimeter and beyond. To the west of the house
are remains of an ornamental garden of shrubs and
specimen trees. This would have been more extensive
before the accommodation building, ironically named
Garden House, was put on the east end. On one side
of the garden are the remains of the orangery marked
on the 1839 tithe map: it is possible some of the
stonework from the orangery of the formal garden
(still in situ in 1770) was re-used.
Beyond the military camp fencing to the south, much
of the park and lake is in its original form. The Slopes
(first so named in the 1930s) where the formal gardens
were has been incorporated into the golf course. The
lake remains an impressive feature, although additional
planting for the golf course obscures the view from the
house. The duck pond and island at the western end
of the lake survive, as does the fishpond (now silted
up) in the overgrown Wilderness.
There is a wealth of garden history contained within
this one site, from the strategically sited priory with its
gardens and fishponds to the impressive formal gardens
of the early 18th century. The 19th-century Repton-style
landscape, arboretum and ornamental gardens
within the military camp has not been fully recognised
or recorded. The numerous military buildings make it
hard to appreciate the value of the park to the north,
but surviving specimen trees suggest that the view
towards the South Downs was as important to the
setting of the house as those to Portsdown Hill. Since
the turn of the century views have been more obscured
and the gardens further neglected, while the park has
become more golf course and less landscaped parkland.
As the park reverts back to ownership by the Southwick
Estate and discussions continue about the future of
the camp, it is increasingly important that this site is
properly valued and protected from further deterioration.

A POSTSCRIPT FROM THE PRESENT
OWNER OF SOUTHWICK PARK, MARK
THISTLETHWAYTE

In late 2016 the Secretary of State for Defence declared
Southwick Park to be surplus to the needs of the Ministry
of Defence. The expectation was that the military would
move out over the following few years and most would be
relocated at Worthy Down, near Winchester. In July 2019,
after lengthy negotiation, I re-purchased 172 acres of
the 300 that had been compulsorily purchased in 1951

Ruins of the 19th-century orangery in the ornamental garden

(formalising the 1941 requisition), but any further progress
towards allowing the return of the main house and the
surrounding acres inside the secure, wired area has stalled.
Southwick Estate would like to see the house and gardens
returned to their key pivotal position at the centre of the
estate, but no decision can be made with regard to the future
use of the land in advance of any agreement on its return.
As is typical with sites that have been developed by the
military, little consideration was given to the Park’s gardens
and surrounding woodland. Indeed, towards the end of the
war General Montgomery used to take his frustration out
on the surrounding trees by using them for pistol practice.
This has added a paragraph to the Estate’s Health & Safety
manual for pruning trees! However, the lack of thought
(with regard to the impact on the garden), together with
a steady deterioration in so many of the 20th-century
buildings, means that extensive demolition will be
necessary regardless of the future use of the site. The Estate
firmly backs the concept of bringing greening, in all its
forms, into the centre of our lives and we would welcome
the opportunity to build on the history of the gardens in an
eco-friendly way. Kevin’s research shows how important the
landscape is to the setting of the park and gardens. A new
era for farming approaches with the existing subsidy regime
changing and practices having to adapt, but meanwhile
Southwick Estate is bringing more of its farmland in-hand
to ensure a fully joined-up approach to ecology and
sustainability, and hopes that the land around the
house will become part of the same regime.

Photo courtesy of Kevin Barton, 2020
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Interview
Gilly Drummond
GILLY DRUMMOND OBE, DL, HON FLI, VMM

Gilly was the founder Chairman of Hampshire
Gardens Trust in 1984 and succeeded Diana,
Duchess of Wellington as President after
Diana died in November 2010.
We asked her some questions about
the early days of the Trust, its achievements
and what challenges she thinks the
future holds.
Q. Gilly, what sparked the
creation of Hampshire
Gardens Trust?
Like so many conservation
organisations, we came into being
in response to the very real threat
to the survival and well-being of
an important part of the nation’s
heritage. In 1983 Hampshire was
overheating badly in development
terms and the conservation-minded
County Council realised the
importance of safeguarding the
county’s areas of high landscape
value. A series of reports were
commissioned by the then County
Planning Officer, Roger Brown (who
died in 2015). The report on Historic
Parks and Gardens revealed both the
wealth of garden heritage in the
county and also the decline, indeed
the disappearance, of many parks
and gardens, as well as the impact

of inappropriate development
on sensitive sites.
The Council’s response was to
call a conference at Avington Park.
I attended – Dame Jennifer Jenkins
in the chair – clutching the newly
discovered Capability Brown plan
for Cadland. When it came to
questions, I got up and said we had
a small landscape by Brown and
were uncertain what to do with it.
Dame Jenifer, rather icily, asked how
I knew it was by Brown? I replied,
‘Because we have found his original
landscape plan for an ornamental
cottage on the Solent shore – and
here it is’, waving it at her! There
was a stunned silence! It is a
measure of the value now placed
on our historic landscapes that
35 years later a Lottery-funded
national festival celebrated Brown’s
tercentenary. I was Chairman
of the Capability Brown Festival
2009–2016: very hard work, but
very worthwhile!
That conference proved to be
a turning point: the beginning of
what is now a county-based and
country-wide movement to bring
together volunteers to help identify,
record and conserve parks and
gardens of national, regional and
local importance; to create new
gardens in towns and cities; to
enhance the quality of children’s
lives by encouraging gardens in
school grounds and other places.
Where Hampshire led, 34 counties
in England and Wales followed.

Q. What did the Trust focus
on in the early days?
We eventually achieved charitable
status for HGT, but it was not easy.
The concept was completely new.
Hampshire County Council were
wonderful, especially Merrick
Denton-Thompson, the County
Landscape Architect. So HGT began
in one of the County offices, my
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hand held all the way by the County’s
Solicitor, the late Ted Mason. I could
not even type, so was allowed to
have a part-time secretary!
I had a gut feeling that we
needed to start in school grounds,
rather than stately homes. The
latter at that time, in Hampshire,
were pretty good at conservation,
but it would be new owners of
potentially important gardens who
might need pointing in the right
direction. Most people love gardens
(they are very odd if they don’t), so
we quickly found members. Their
early support was critical, as were
the first volunteers – particularly
in research, the key to good
conservation. Trustees were
appointed and the various
committees came later.
We continue to enjoy a very
supportive working relationship
with Hampshire County Council.
The support, enthusiasm and
annual subscriptions of members
are vital. We have only one paid
member of staff, our part-time
Administrator; everyone else is a
volunteer, between them bringing
the Trust a wealth of expertise,
experience and interests covering
so many walks of life.

Q. You said that Hampshire
led the way and others
§followed – how has that
developed?
In the early days I had a very happy
time running around England
persuading other counties to follow
suit: some leapt at it, others were
more cautious. An Association of
Gardens Trusts was formed, with
vital financial support from what
was then English Heritage. Their
brilliant Historic Landscape Officer,
Jenifer White, is still supportive. The
Association and the Garden History
Society more recently merged to
form the Gardens Trust, while

retaining their own areas of
interest. The County Gardens
Trusts contribute financially to the
Gardens Trust. The Gardens Trust
is the statutory body that must
be consulted in any planning or
development matters relating to
historic parks and landscapes on
Historic England’s national register
and relies on the expertise of the
County Gardens Trusts to inform
its responses.

Q. Looking back over all that
the Trust has achieved so far,
what are you most proud of?
There is no doubt that it is the quality
of the research, by both research
teams in the County Gardens Trusts
and the professionals and volunteers
who give their time to conservation.
They enable us to understand any
potential implications and conflicts
in planning applications that affect
historic parks and gardens almost
anywhere in England. Local Planning
Authorities now know that they have
an informed body in their area
scrutinising the planning applications
that they receive, and their decisions.
Those research teams are invaluable
to the understanding and protection
of so many parks and gardens. They
are the ‘ground troops’ in the almost
constant battle to protect and
conserve the best parks and gardens
in England, both public and private,
that are so loved and enjoyed by
millions of people of all ages and
backgrounds.

Q. What do you think the
Trust should focus on in the
run-up to its 40th birthday
in 2024?
I do think engaging children and
young people with gardening, food
plants, the soil and how it is key to
our survival is very important and
something that should be a priority
for us. School gardening supports

many government priorities such
as sustainability, healthy eating,
food in schools and Eco schools.
Gardening-based activities tie into
many facets of the national
curriculum: from English, maths,
science, geography and history
to food technology, art and design
and physical education. Many
children who struggle in the
classroom can blossom in the
garden, and all children learn social
and communication skills there.
The RHS has excellent on-line
school gardening resources, but
HGT can work on the ground at a
local level, giving advice and help
with designing school gardens and
supporting school projects.
Gardening, at the highest level,
needs a multi-disciplinary skill set;
at the other end, there are people
of all ages who want to work
outdoors. For far too long, careers
in gardening have been devalued,
despite the popularity of television
gardening programmes and the
high profiles of some garden
designers. It is time this changed,
and again I think HGT could be
influential here.
On a personal note and what
is still unfinished business: I have
never forgiven local authorities
for selling off allotments for
development without supplying
alternative sites. This is a battle still
to win. The pandemic has provided
more than ample proof that small
green spaces and allotments add
to the sum of human happiness,
and particularly so at difficult times.
Dame Jennifer Jenkins, who died in
2017, was a reforming chair of the
National Trust (and wife of politician
Roy Jenkins).
Merrick Denton-Thompson went on
to found Learning through Landscapes,
with Gilly as a Trustee.
https://www.ltl.org.uk

34



PAGE TURNER

Mavis Batey
By Jean Stone
312pp, illustrated
MATADOR, 2020
ISBN: 978-1838591-49-6
Hardback £20
REVIEWED BY VALERIE JOYNT

HGT Honorary Librarian
Garden historians will be delighted
that at last a biography of Mavis
Batey has been published. Mavis
died in 2013. Obituaries at the time
highlighted her role as a Bletchley
Park codebreaker, but less space
was given to her much longer career
as a pioneering conservationist of
landscapes and gardens.
The first half of this book traces
Mavis Lever’s life as a young linguist
in German who was recruited into the
Government Code & Cypher School
(now known as GCHQ) and thence to
Bletchley Park, where she proved to be
an astute and successful cryptologist.
There she met and later married Keith

Batey, a fellow codebreaker. After
the war the family lived for a while in
Canada before returning in 1951 to
settle in Oxford, where Keith took up
a position at Christchurch College.
In 1965 the family moved to
a rented house on the Nuneham
Courtenay estate, outside Oxford.
Mavis became deeply interested in
the history of the Harcourt family, who
had built Nuneham House and created
its fine gardens. Researching the
history suited her aptitude for solving
mysteries and delving into the finest
detail of primary sources. Soon her
interest widened to the greater
problems of protecting the landscape
and she was an active member of the
CPRE and an opposer of Geoffrey
Jellicoe’s plans to sink a main highway
across the Christchurch Meadow.
Mavis was greatly inspired by Professor
William Hoskins (The Making of the
English Landscape), who became a
lifelong friend.
In 1965 the Garden History Society
was being set up by Peter Hunt and
Kay Sanecki. Frank Clark, who was
already President of the Institute of
Landscape Architects, was appointed
the first President of the GHS with
Hunt as Chairman and Sanecki as
Secretary. At an early GHS conference
on conservation at Stowe Mavis met
Kay Sanecki and also Ted and Jane
Fawcett, who all became friends for
life. In 1972 Mavis herself took on
the role of Secretary and in 1975
she became its President, holding
the office until 2000.
Mavis remained a cornerstone
of intellectual garden history, writing
scholarly articles and books and
leading some of the most important
crusades to conserve parks and
landscapes. She was awarded an MBE
and the RHS Veitch Memorial Medal
for her lifetime work in garden history
and conservation. Her death in 2013
at the age of 91 was a great sadness
to the many members of the Gardens

Trust who had known her, and it is
disappointing that it has taken so
long for a biographyto be published.
Jean Stone has researched Mavis’s
life in great detail and has benefited
from the cooperation of the Batey
family and Mavis’s many friends.
The biography covers not only facts
about Mavis Batey’s career but also
her literary interest in Jane Austen
and Lewis Carroll. The author goes
into a detailed discussion of various
campaigns that interested Mavis:
Painshill; the Royal Pavilion, Brighton;
the Thames Landscape Strategy; and
the gardens at Strawberry Hill.
Jean Stone was encouraged by Jane
Ridley, Professor of Modern History
and Biography at Buckingham
University, to submit this biography
as an MA dissertation. A second
edition needs more careful editing
to remove some of the factual
repetitions and typographical errors,
e.g. ‘Edward Lutyens’ [Edwin] and
‘Lutyen’s plans’ [Lutyens’].

Humphry Repton at Herriard Park
By Sally Miller with Sheila Carey-Thomas,
Dee Clift, Eleanor Waterhouse
96pp, illustrated
HAMPSHIRE GARDENS TRUST, 2019

ISBN: 978-1-9161901-0-8
Softback £12 inc. p&p
To order: email admin@hgt.org.uk
or phone 01794 367752

HGT was delighted to receive this
accolade from Michael Cousins,
a renowned academic researcher
and author in garden history:
“A highly commendable and
thorough piece of work not just in
terms of the depth of research, but
also in its presentation and flow.
A credit to the Hampshire Gardens
Trust and the authors!”
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VALERIE JOYNT’S
LOCKDOWN
MUSINGS
During the early weeks of isolation
and before the weather warmed
up I was happy to stay indoors and
spend some time reading.
An unexpectedly demanding read
appeared in the form of Elizabeth
David’s Harvest of Cold Months
(1994) edited by Jill Norman, who
collated much of the material from
essays written by Elizabeth David
over a long period of time. I love
David’s classic books on cookery
and had expected the same style.
I was wrong. This book shows what
a scholarly writer David can be.
The subtitle of this book is A Social
History of Ice and Ices and her
knowledge, research and reading
around this unusual subject is
monumental. For garden historians
it is the chapter on ice houses which
will be of great interest, although
this chapter was partly written after
Elizabeth David’s death, by her
publisher. This is an in-depth study
of the history of ice storage from
the ice-pits of Mesopotamia c2000
BC through the descriptions by
Plutarch of snow-markets of Athens
in the 5th century BC. Large-scale
building of ice houses around the
noble houses of Verona and Venice
dates from the fifteenth century, at
which stage ice ponds and strawlined ice houses were built close
to the villa or farm and used to
store closely packed snow.
In pre-eighteenth-century
England they were found only on
estates of the Crown and nobility.
James I had two pits at Greenwich
and one at Hampton Court; Charles

II’s ice house was in St James’s
Park. Fashion followed the court
and soon ice houses were to be
found throughout the country
and continued to be an essential
requirement until the advent
of the electric-powered refrigerator
in the early-twentieth century.
Some of the book is rather
earnest in its history of the
competition between various
Italian and French sorbet and ice
manufacturers, but the depth of
David’s knowledge is remarkable
and the book is worth reading for
the ice house history alone. And
as our Hampshire weather warmed
it was refreshing to read about
snow, ice and ices!
A friend had offered me some
elderly volumes that are in need
of rebinding, so it seemed a good
opportunity to read them first!
Thus I found myself buried in the
world of local writer Charlotte
Yonge. The opening lines of
Heartease or the Brother’s Wife
(1885) caught my attention
at once:
The sun shone slanting over a
spacious park, the undulating
ground here turning a broad
lawn towards the beams that
silvered every blade of grass;
there, curving away in banks of
velvet green, shadowed by the
trees; knarled old thorns in the
holiday suit whence they take
their name, giant’s nosegays
of horse chestnuts, mighty elms
and stalwart oaks, singly or in
groups, the aristocracy of the
place; while in the background
rose wooded coverts, where
every tint of early green blended
in rich masses of varied foliage.1

The early chapters see the forlorn
heroine, Violet, living in Winchester,
walking along the Itchen and
visiting St Cross, but by chapter
three she is reluctantly taken to visit
her in-laws at ‘Martindale Park’:
Violet held her breath. The
grand parterre, laid out in
regularly-shaped borders, each
containing a mass of one kind
of flower, flaming elscholchias,2
dazzling verbenas, azure
nemophilas, or sober heliotrope,
the broad walks, the great pile
of building, the innumerable
windows, the long ascent of
stone steps, their balustrade
guarded by sculptured sphinxes,
the lofty entrance and the
tall powdered footmen, gave
her the sense of entering
a palace …3
… the pleasure-ground, which
reminded her of prints of
Versailles, by the sparkling
fountain rising high in fantastic
jets from its stone basin, in the
midst of an expanse of level turf,
bordered by terraces, and stone
steps, adorned with tall vases
of flowers. On the balustrade
stood a peacock, bending his
blue neck, and drooping his
gorgeous train, as if he was
‘monarch of all he surveyed’.4
I would love to know if anyone
has identified the property, which
surely must be in Hampshire, on
which Charlotte Yonge based her
description of Martindale Park.
¹ Charlotte Yonge, Heartsease or the Brother’s Wife,
Macmillan, 1885, p.1
² Eschscholzia? The Californian poppy
³ Yonge, Heartsease or the Brother’s Wife, p.25
4
Ibid, p.26
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SO, WHAT
ELSE DO
YOU DO?
Dee Clift
A valued member of HGT’s research team for some ten years
and a very experienced and perceptive garden history
researcher, Dee tells us what else she does!
retirement from a career in teaching
one of the first things I did was to
enrol on the RHS Certificate Level 1
at Sparsholt in order to learn
the fundamentals of gardening.

Photo courtesy of Sir Harold Hillier Gardens

For many years I have grown
fruit and vegetables, relying on
common sense and luck rather than
horticultural knowledge to provide
me with a crop. So, on my

The year-long course was excellent
in giving me this understanding,
and I went on to do Level 2 a year
later. This gave me a springboard
for my future activities.
I started volunteering at the Sir
Harold Hillier Gardens in Romsey
almost 10 years ago. At first, I
helped with plant surveys in the
gardens, locating, identifying and
noting the condition of plants.
This information was then added
to the Gardens’ database BG-BASE,
an application used and shared by
botanical collections worldwide.
When the surveys were finished, I
helped in keeping the database up
to date, recording newly acquired
plants, their movements round the
Gardens and unfortunately
sometimes their ultimate demise.
As the Latin botanical names are

A herbarium display in Jermyns House at Sir Harold Hillier Gardens

One of the Hypericum specimen sheets
for our three-year trial with the RHS

used for all plants in the database,
I found the knowledge of
nomenclature gained at Sparsholt
very useful.
In October 2019 I also joined
the Herbarium team at the Gardens
and I now volunteer there one day a
week. The herbarium was founded
in 1995 and is based in Jermyns
House, the administrative centre of
the Gardens (where the HGT office
is also situated). It now consists of
about 8,000 specimens of dried
plants. Many are from the Gardens’
National Collections but rare and
unusual plants are also included,
as well as special collections from
named collectors such as Sir Harold
Hillier and Roy Lancaster. As the
herbarium is not open to the public,
most people are unaware of its
existence, but displays of collected
material can sometimes be seen
in the public areas.
The person responsible for setting
up the herbarium, former curator
Allen Coombes, had a special
interest in the genus Quercus (oak),
of which the herbarium houses

a particularly large collection and
is the official repository for the
International Oak Society. The
Gardens have also recently been
running a three-year Hypericum trial
in conjunction with the RHS, and
much time has been spent
in making up specimen sheets of
the results. A future trial is due to
involve Mahonia, a much trickier
plant to handle and mount!
The work is varied, and a typical
day will begin with a group meeting
of the team of four to discuss the
day’s priorities. If the weather is
fine, I will go out into the Gardens
with another team member to
collect specimens of plants that we
need to complete the collection;
we aim to have examples of a plant
in leaf, flower, and seed or fruit, so
usually we will need to go out at
different seasons to collect all three
samples. Sometimes our search is
fruitless if we have not got the
timing right and we will need to
go back the following week, or
even the following year, if the
plant has pre-empted us!
The collected specimens are
pressed and dried for a week in
our drying machine, and at the
same time we record details of
when and where the plant was
collected, together with a detailed
description of the plant itself,
including the exact shades of
the leaves, flowers and so on,
as the original colours will undergo
a degree of change during the
drying and ageing process. To
do this, we use the RHS colour
charts, which resemble paint
charts but have a range of 920
different colours to choose from.
This is where team-work often comes
in useful, as colour perception is
a very individual thing.
When the specimens are dry, they
are mounted on to acid-free paper.
This stage is the most nerve-racking

as I try to arrange the specimen
artistically, whilst remembering to
show off the essential characteristics
of the plant, and without damaging
the fragile material. Finally, after
being photographed to be added
to the database and then frozen for
a week to get rid of any unwanted
insects in the plant material, the
specimens are stored by genus
in cupboards in a temperaturecontrolled environment.
I enjoy the combination of skills
required to do the work as well as
being able to enjoy and become
familiar with the many unusual
plants for which the Gardens are
famous. During the lockdown in the
spring of 2020 and concerned that
my new-found plant-pressing skills
would become rusty, I started to
collect samples of emerging plants
– field maple and oak in leaf and
flower, hawthorn blossom and so
on – during daily walks near my
home. I used a very simple flowerpress, basically newspaper and
heavy books, before mounting
in an album. A reminder with a
difference of a very strange time.

Photo courtesy of Dee Clift

Photo courtesy of Dee Clift
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My ‘lockdown pressing’ of birch

SPRING/SUMMER
EVENTS 2021
MEMBERSHIP

Thursday 22nd April
Morning self-drive
Weirs Barn, Hartley Wintney
Hook, Hampshire RG27 8HS
Members £12 Guests £15

Weirs Barn

Wednesday 12th May
All day self-drive
not including lunch
Bisterne Manor & Durmast
House, Nr Ringwood,
Hampshire
Members £30 Guests £35

Bisterne Manor

Thursday 3rd June
Morning self-drive
The Manor House, Upton Grey,
Hampshire, RG25 2RD
Members £10 Guests £12

The Hampshire Gardens Trust
is the only voluntary organisation
in the County to identify the needs
and opportunities to conserve,
protect and enhance the County’s
rich heritage of parks and gardens
and designed open spaces. We offer
expert, free advice and appropriate
project grants to raise awareness
of the value of these special places.
Membership offers you

The Manor House

e your chance to have an input into conserving
Hampshire’s green heritage for future generations
e t he satisfaction of helping the young to appreciate the
value of private and public gardens, both ornamental
and productive

Wednesday 16th June
Morning self-drive
Old Camps, Thatcham,
Berkshire RG19 8LG
Members £15 Guests £18

e a n opportunity to use your skill working alongside
those committed to the same goals
Old Camps

Thursday 8th July

e g arden visits and lectures, where you can meet
other members socially

in addition

Full day including a light lunch
Waltham Place Farm, White
Waltham, Maidenhead,
Berkshire SL6 3JH
Members £25 Guests £30

e you will have access to the respected HGT Library of
a wide spectrum of books on gardens and gardening,
housed in the Hartley Library, Southampton University
and available to borrow
Waltham Place Farm

BOOKING WILL BE OPEN
FROM 1ST FEBRUARY 2021

Join now and enjoy helping to conserve
Hampshire’s rich heritage of parks,
gardens and public green spaces.
				FORM OVERLEAF

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Hampshire Gardens Trust, Jermyns House,
Jermyns Lane, Ampfield, Romsey, SO51 0QA
Please fill in and return to the above address

NEW MEMBERS

Title & Name
Address

Joined the trust since January 2019

Postcode
Telephone
Email
All information given is solely for the use of the Hampshire Gardens Trust
and will not be given to third parties.

Please tick here if you would like news and updates from the
Trust to be sent to you by email

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Single annual membership £25.00
Joint/family annual membership £35.00
Single life membership £400
Joint/family life membership £500
Please make your cheque payable to Hampshire Gardens Trust or complete
the attached Banker’s Order

GIFT AID DECLARATION

Hampshire Gardens Trust is a registered charity and is eligible for the
Gift Aid Scheme. If you are a tax payer and sign the declaration below,
the Trust can reclaim tax increasing your donation by 25% at no extra cost.
	I would like the Hampshire Gardens Trust to reclaim tax on
my subscription that I am making from this date, having
paid at least as much UK tax.
Signed				

Date

BANKER’S ORDER FORM

Fill in and return with your application to the above address
Please pay CAF Bank (s/c 40-52-40) to the credit of
Hampshire Gardens Trust, Account Number: 00030760
The sum of £ ...................................................................................
In words .........................................................................................
(Single Membership £25.00 / Joint Membership £35.00)
Commencing on (date) .....................................................................
And thereafter on 1st January annually, until further notice
and debit my/our account:
Sort Code .......................................................................................
Account Number .............................................................................
Name (capitals) ...............................................................................
Address .........................................................................................

.............................................................. Post Code ........................
Email .............................................................................................
Signature(s) ....................................................................................

Tricia Newton
Paul Bassett
Ilona Hough
Dr Julia Russell
Gillian Taylor (Life Member)
Janet Hinxman
Lucie Lewis
Mike Ricketts (Life Member)
Mr & Mrs Richard Baxter
Rupert Nabarro
Jo Ellis
Peter & Sarah Neyroud
Emily & Roly Fisher (Life Members)
Kate Bennett
Jeanne Renshaw
John & Lucilla Ward
Pauline Turner
Geoffrey & Jean Wheeler
Susan Adams
Anthony & Helen Collinson
Melanie & Simon Shaw
Sue Gordon
Jill Bath
Russell Gordon-Smith
Sandy Kellow
David Sayer
Pauline Mousley
Sue Bailey
Paul & Gillian Russell
Diana Ross
Neil Moody
Mr & Mrs A J Pearce
Sir George & Lady Hollingbery (Life Members)
John & Ann Symes
Mrs B Jerrome
Charlotte Strutt
Susan Nattrass
Chris Richardson
Dr Martin Ward
Susan Larsen-Sorterup
Susannah Adlington
Joanna Ward
Mr and Mrs Mark Thistlethwayte

Trust
in Godwins to
deliver
GODWINS
SOLICITORS LLP

12 St Thomas Street, Winchester, Hampshire SO23 9HF
01962 841484 | info@godwins-law.co.uk
godwins-law.co.uk

The country. But not as you know it.
Try laidback luxury for size at Lime Wood.

