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We are delighted to be sending out the 

Hampshire Gardens Trust Spring  

newsletter – and very much hope that 

you will enjoy reading it.  I would also like 

to take the opportunity to thank the  

Trustees –  including our President, the 

inimitable Gilly Drummond, who was 

there at our inception in 1983 –who all 

work hard to ensure that the HGT is able 

to make a very positive contribution to 

Hampshire’s gardens, parks and the  

wider landscape. 

 

In spite of the challenges of the last 12 

months, the HGT has been busy with our 

work to continue with all on-going  

activities and support any new projects 

in which we are involved.  One thing 

that has become clear during the  

pandemic is that access to gardens or 

parks, combined with any direct  

involvement with green space and  

opportunities to grow plants… is very 

good for the soul.  Indeed, if one was 

looking for positive aspects of the  

unwelcome imposition of Lockdowns, it 

has been that, rather than dashing off to 

visit other parts of the country or heading 

overseas, we have been obliged to 

spend more time exploring our local  

area – which has been a wonderful  

revelation for many of us. 

Furthermore, it has become clear that 

the well-being of all members of the 

community is greatly enhanced by  

involvement in gardens and gardening – 

and we now have a crucial responsibility 

to continue our efforts to do all we can 

to preserve Hampshire’s best gardens 

and landscapes. A quick glance at the 

list of recent planning updates in the 

Conservation and Development  

summary on page 4 is a salutary  

reminder of the excellent work the C&D 

team undertakes to keep planners,  

developers and over-enthusiastic owners 

from damaging the extraordinary  

garden and parkland assets that form 

such an important part of our heritage.  

With the support of the Research team, 

who provide vital background  

information, the HGT seeks to encourage 

creative solutions and offer advice 

where there are opportunities to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

enhance an existing site, or draw  

attention to an overlooked or neglected 

area that might be threatened with  

inappropriate new development. 

One recent triumph was achieved for 

Winchester’s Water Close garden where 

HGT galvanised public support to ensure 

that a record of over 1000 objections 

was lodged with the local planning  

office to prevent the destruction of this 

much loved garden.  Originally commis-

sioned by Sir Peter Smithers who created 

this small but fascinating garden for the 

enjoyment of Winchester residents – the 

garden must be preserved for future 

generations, and we look forward to 

learning more about what inspired Sir 

Peter’s design in Dr John Pearce’s Zoom 

Lecture on 10th May (see page 9 to book 

tickets).  Needless to say, the Water 

Close Garden will remain under threat 

until the current owner finally decides 

that his ambition to cash in on his  

investment by building a new house will 

never be permitted – watch this space, 

literally!  

Throughout the Corona crisis we have 

stayed in touch with members offering 

garden visits (when permitted) and look 

forward to doing so again this summer as 

soon as we can restart our programme.  

In addition, our virtual AGM in December 

was well attended, and we have organ-

ised Zoom lectures from Sue Stewart-

Smith on her book ‘The Well-Gardened 

Mind’, and Jenny Hill who spoke about 

one of the HGT’s most prized assets – the 

Petersfield Physic Garden.  By the time 

the newsletter has reached you,  

Sally Miller’s talk on Humphrey Repton at 

Herriard Park will also have taken place.  

Do please sign up for these talks if you 

can, the revenue raised is an important 

contribution to our funds – and the talks 

are always interesting.  If you haven’t yet 

taken part, I can highly recommend  

Ros Wallinger’s talk on the remarkable 

restoration of her own Gertrude Jekyll 

garden on 12th April at 6pm – tickets are 

just £5. 

 

Finally, I cannot thank our Education 

Team enough for their hard work and 

commitment to the new HGT ‘Garden  

 

Plans for Schools’ project.  Led by  

Jill Walmsley, this exciting new initiative 

has already started its first pilot scheme 

with the creation of an Edible Garden at 

Oliver’s Battery Primary School just  

outside Winchester.  We are launching a 

new fundraising initiative to raise £15,000 

which will enable HGT to fine-tune our 

‘Garden Plans for Schools’ template 

which will be rolled out at selected 

schools throughout Hampshire.  Inspiring 

young people to take a closer interest in 

their surroundings by giving them an  

opportunity to become directly involved 

with growing vegetables, fruit and  

flowers is crucial.  Jill has been supported 

by a professional gardener, Ruth Farley, 

who ensures that the project is  

continued as an integrated part of the 

school’s long term plans – and has also 

had superb support from the school’s 

Head Teacher, Carly Redfern – and PTA 

chair, Shona Chalmers.  If you can  

contribute to this new project, please 

contact Jo Bolt by email or telephone, or  

complete the enclosed donation form. 

For anyone involved with HGT, 2021 is an 

exciting time for us all – and we very 

much want to encourage as many 

members as possible to get involved, 

especially with our new Garden Plans for 

Schools project.  Any practical or  

financial support you can offer will make 

a real difference to the young people 

and families in Hampshire who need 

gardens and opportunities to explore the  

gardens, parks and landscape beyond.  

We look forward to seeing you in the 

brave new world, and are determined to 

make a very positive difference for the 

benefit of future generations. 

 

Many thanks for your support. 

 

 

Chairman’s Message 

Ted Wake  

Chai rman  

3 



  

 

 

 

Despite what appears to have become the ‘new  

normal’ for the present, the Team has continued to 

function (despite our last live Team meeting back in 

January 2020) and respond to planning consultations 

from around the county.  Since the summer,  

applications have continued apace, particularly in and 

around Southampton, in Winchester and in the north of 

the county.  One particular success was the Trust’s  

objection (along with some 900 other objectors) to the 

proposals for the Water Close Garden in Winchester 

and Sally - our new TV celebrity.     

 

The following is the List of the main planning and site 

consultations since the summer:-  

 

• Jenkyn Place - Land east of Hole Lane, Bartley  

• Land at Kingsfield, Ringwood 

• Management changes to Registered Grade II* Parks, 

Southampton 

• Bishopswood, Redlands Lane, Fareham 

• Solent Gateway, Marchwood Port 

• Hoglands and Hardwall Park – ‘Safer Streets Project’ 

• Brunswick Gate, Central Park Southampton 

• Water Close Garden, Winchester 

• South Stoneham House, Eastleigh 

• Hackwood Park – Sawmill Yard application 

• Upper Swallick Estate, nr Basingstoke 

• Elvethan Hotel, Hart 

• Stanbridge Earls, Romsey - Greenhouse 

• Minley Manor – Home Farm, Hart 

• Twyford Lodge 

• Marihill Copse, Southampton -  

              Woodland Management Plan 

• Bramshill Park - Quarry, Warren Heath 

• Hill Place, Swanmore  

• Amport House, Amport 

• Mole Cottage, Bursledon  

• Westbury Park, East Meon 

• 9-10 Priest Lane, Sopley 

• Arnewood Copse, Farmers Walk, Hordle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some necessary updating has taken place with the 

Team member’s responsibilities for district consultations, 

as follows:-  

 

New Forest/Test Valley/Southampton  

     -  Diane Hargreaves and Jennifer Adams 

Eastleigh  

 – Russell Gordon-Smith 

Winchester 

  – Sally Miller 

Havant/Portsmouth 

  – Deane Clark 

East Hants/Rushmoor  

 – Robyn Butcher 

Basingstoke 

  – Nikki Barker 

Fareham/Gosport and Hart  

 – Mike Ricketts 

 

Due to the pandemic, projects is one area which has 

stalled, with only the initial stage of the Team’s ideas for 

the Alresford Memorial Park with a site survey and  

preliminary consultations with the Town Council taking 

place.  Particular thanks must go to the Team for  

continuing to operate in these trying times and also to 

Janet Hurrell, who has continued to provide her 

knowledge and support to the Team on a number of 

important sites – and to Jo for keeping us up-to-date, as 

usual.                                          

 

Michael Ricketts  

Chair, Conservation & Development Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conservation and Development 

Team Update 
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Well, here we are: all archives and libraries are still 

closed until who knows when and site visits are against 

the ‘rules’. All in all, the possibilities for research activity 

are pretty restricted. But we are determined to keep the 

lights on! Maintaining motivation is hard when a  

researcher’s prime interest and enthusiasm is getting to 

grips with original documents, so this year we have a 

programme of three special projects that can at least 

be started from desk-based research. Each project has 

a group of our keen and experienced researchers 

signed up and starting work. 

 

Hampshire’s historic plant nurseries  

 

The purpose of this project is to identify significant plant 

nurseries in Hampshire 

from the mid-18th century 

when provincial nurseries 

first appeared, to the 

early 20th century. Most 

earlier plant nurseries 

were in and around  

London, the most famous 

being the huge  

Brompton Park nursery 

(now the site of the South 

Kensington museums) 

which designed gardens 

and supplied all the trees 

and plants needed by 

wealthy landowners all 

over the country. But by 

the mid-18th century the 

growth of provincial centres and of a well-off middle 

class, combined with the arrival of new and desirable 

‘exotic’ plants from North America and the Cape  

created ideal conditions for a local nursery trade.  With 

the exception of well-documented Hilliers, little is known 

of the other early nurseries in Hampshire. Our ‘first 

scratch’ findings show that there were several clusters 

dating from this early period: in Southampton,  

Winchester, around Portsmouth and in the north-east of 

the county where trade could extend into Surrey and 

Berkshire. 

 

 

 

 

This is not an easy area for research as records can be 

scant: orders, receipts, accounts, client lists would have 

been working documents and often consigned to the 

bonfire when no longer needed. We would be glad to 

hear from anyone who has knowledge of an old  

commercial nursery, whether still in existence or not.  

 

Urban Parks  

 

2020 made it obvious that green space near residential 

areas is vital for health and wellbeing when little else is 

accessible.  We also know that years of budget  

cutbacks have severely hampered the ability of local 

authorities to keep up maintenance standards in their 

parks. We had completed our earlier survey of parks in 

which we updated a 1997 Hampshire County Council 

funded survey carried out by Land Use Consultants with 

HGT input, but that covered only 6 Districts (Basingstoke 

and Deane, Eastleigh, Fareham, Gosport, Havant and 

Rushmoor).  

 

Those completed surveys can be downloaded from our 

research website  http://research.hgt.org.uk/ 

 

We have now embarked on an important project to 

map, photograph and record the condition of urban 

parks in the rest of the County. The HCC survey  

excluded the two Unitary Authorities of Southampton 

and Portsmouth. Southampton’s parks are very well rec-

orded and monitored by SCAPPS (Southampton  

Commons and Parks Protection Society) so we have 

decided to start our project with Portsmouth.   

 

 

Research Team Update 

Baffins Pond , Portsmouth 

A new geranium from the Cape, raised from 

seed in 1796 by John Armstrong, nurseryman 

of North Warnborough 
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Portsmouth has an excellent Parks and Open Spaces 

Strategy document covering the period 2012-2022.  

Nine out of ten residents use the parks which shows how  

important they are for exercise, social interaction and 

community cohesion (exactly the benefits, incidentally, 

that inspired the great wave of public park creation in 

the late 19th century). By carrying out on- the- ground 

surveys (when safe to do so) we can create a snapshot 

of Portsmouth’s parks in 2021.  

 

 

Historic England sites 

 

There are 61 Historic England registered sites in  

Hampshire (i.e. listed Grade I, II* and II). The site entries 

on the HE website were mostly written around the turn 

of the century or earlier and we know that some  

updating is needed. It has been on our ‘worth doing’ list 

for some time. We consulted HE about the feasibility of 

updating the ‘official’ entries but that would be difficult: 

HE would have to consult on each rewritten entry and 

we agreed that is hardly high on their priority list these 

days. There is a process called ‘Enriching the Record’ by 

which additional fragments of information can be  

added to the site entry, but that carries a word limit.  So 

this project will draw on information in the existing HE 

records to create gazetteers for our research website 

(the gazetteer is what you can read when you click on 

a site name on the website). The gazetteer will also  

include more recent information on changes to the site, 

current condition and the significance of the site. 

 

This project is especially important now as several HE 

registered sites in Hampshire have changed hands and 

planning applications are afoot. Current examples  

include Amport Park (former Army Chaplaincy Centre) 

and Minley Manor, both sold by MOD and Elvetham (a 

hotel that has changed hands). The Gardens Trust is 

the statutory consultee on planning applications for all 

HE registered sites, but they rely on knowledge within 

the County Gardens Trusts. Up to date research helps 

HGT’s Conservation and Planning team to respond  

authoritatively.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will update our progress on these projects in future 

Newsletters and, as ever, we welcome new researchers 

to our group. An interest in and commitment to our  

historic parks and gardens and some spare time is all 

you need to bring with you.  
 

Sally Miller 

Trustee and Chair, Research Group 

Research Team Update 
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Veteran double avenue of pleached limes at Amport | photo : Janice Bennetts 

The topiary garden at Amport | photo : Sally Miller 

 

Researched and written by members of the 

Hampshire Gardens Trust Research Group, the 

book details the work of the famous  

landscape gardener Humphry Repton for 

George Purefoy Jervoise at Herriard Park be-

tween 1793 and 1800.  It draws on the extensive 

Jervoise family archive in the Hampshire Record 

Office.  
 

To purchase a copy, please contact the 

HGT Administrator |admin@hgt.org.uk  

_______________________________________ 



  

 

Garden Plans for Schools 

HGT launch an  ‘Ed ib le   

Playground’  pro ject  i n   

Winchester  

 

 

We are delighted to announce our  

major new education initiative -  

Garden Plans for Schools. Under this 

initiative, HGT provides the design, 

implementation and long term  

sustainability of an ‘Edible  

Playground’.  Using experience 

gained during this year’s pilot 

scheme, we will create a template 

for our ‘Garden Plans for Schools’ to 

inspire and roll out to other schools 

throughout Hampshire. 

 

The Background  

  

There are countless charities whose 

aim is to improve children’s  

connection with the natural world, 

promote outdoor learning and  

develop growing skills for life. Many 

primary schools have set up  

garden projects, no doubt utilising 

the numerous and often  

overwhelming resources available. 

Started and run by enthusiastic 

teachers and parents, the  

maintenance and sustainability of  

 

 

 

these projects can be a challenge.  

Without sufficient horticultural 

knowledge, guidance and  

particularly time, these projects  

often fail and become unusable. A 

great opportunity wasted. 

 

At a meeting with HGT President 

Gilly Drummond and Rachel Foster,   

Head Gardener at Patrick’s Patch, 

Beaulieu we agreed that  

professional horticultural input 

would help ensure the  

sustainability of school garden  

projects. Creating thriving and  

dynamic environments for children 

to learn about the natural world 

through horticultural practice.  

 

 

 

We have now launched our first 

‘Edible Playground’ project at  

Oliver’s Battery Primary  

School, Winchester. Spearheaded 

by Wisley-trained gardener,  

Ruth Farley. 

 

Our plan is based on these key  

project goals:- 

 

• Inspire a love of horticulture,  

       gardens and landscapes. 

 

• Help provide curriculum-based 

education grounded in nature. 

 

• Promote healthy living and eating 

by connecting children with their 

food. 

 

• Ensure a horticulture professional is 

appointed to underpin each  

       project.  

 

 

Oliver’s Battery Primary 

School, Winchester  

 

This school has a forward thinking 

Head Teacher, Mrs Carly Redfern, 

along with an Outdoor Teaching 

Lead, Mrs Charlotte Homewood, and 

a very active and capable PTA 

chaired by Mrs Shona Chalmers.  

 

 

Education Team Update 
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Ruth Farley—Appointed HGT gardener at OBS 

Instagram@ruthfarleyinthegarden 
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Already running a successful ‘Forest 

School’ in a wooded area of the 

grounds, the school has other 

outdoor spaces with superb potential.  

 

The school’s PTA were already 

keen to make a productive garden 

and we have been able to help 

advise them. The HGT Trustees 

have agreed to provide funds, 

matched by the PTA, to cover a 

weekly session for a skilled  

gardener to launch, advise and 

ensure maintenance of the 

scheme. 

 

We are all keen for the ‘Edible  

Playground’ to become a local 

community project and so if there 

are any HGT members who live 

nearby and would like to offer 

practical help, advice, equipment 

or other donations do get in touch. 

 

As soon as possible we will be 

encouraging the teaching staff to 

incorporate the building and  

developing of the ‘Edible  

Playground’ into the curriculum.   

 

Olivers Battery Primary 

School, Work Party -  

Saturday, 28th February 

2021 

 

With a great plan for the ‘Edible 

Playground’ designed by  

Ruth Farley and a prototype raised 

bed constructed by  Shona ‘The 

Tools’ Chalmers everything was set 

for the build including a  

spectacular sunny morning.  

 

The OBS PTA were there in force, 

working socially distanced we  

managed to transfer good growing 

medium from another part of the  

 

 

 

site to the raised beds which were 

constructed on site by Shona and  

her team. The children had a great 

time worm and bug hunting. 

 

We will be posting lots of images 

about the garden on the HGT  

website.  

 

Do also follow our progress on  

Instagram @SowYummyFood  

 

Education Team Members 

 

With so much new activity in this 

area for HGT I am delighted to  

announce we have some excellent 

volunteers ready to help.  

Mary Martyn, whom you will  

remember from the events team,  

Helen Langford and Nicky Davey 

new HGT members, have all 

agreed to join me in creating an 

Education Team.  

 

Their experience includes teaching, 

horticulture and many other useful 

skills.  

 

As always we welcome suggestions 

or ideas from our members, so 

please don’t hesitate to contact us 

with anything you think maybe 

helpful. 

 

 
Jill Walmsley 

HGT Trustee - Education 

walmsley.jill@gmail.com 

 

 

Education Team Update 
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SPRING/SUMMER 

VISITS 2021 
 

 

 

Thursday 22nd April 
Morning self-drive  

Weirs Barn, Hartley Wintney 

Hook, RG27 8HS  

Members £12  Guests £15 
 

 

 
 

Wednesday 12th May 
All day self-drive 

not including lunch 

Bisterne Manor & Durmast House 

Nr Ringwood 

Members £30 Guests £35 
 
 

 
 

 

Thursday 3rd June 
Morning self-drive  

The Manor House, Upton Grey, 

Hampshire, RG25 2RD 

Members £10  Guests £12 
 

 

 
 

Wednesday 16th June 
Morning self-drive 

Old Camps,  

Thatcham, RG19 8LG 

Members £15   Guests £18 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Thursday 8th  July 
Full day including a light lunch 

Waltham Place Farm,  

White Waltham 

Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 3JH 

Members £25  Guests £30 

 

 

A booking form can be  

downloaded from  

our website 

 

www.hgt.org.uk/spring-

summer-events-2021 

Weirs Barn 

The Manor House 

Old Camps 

Waltham Place Farm 

 

We are delighted to have already  

received a number of bookings for our 

forthcoming Spring/Summer garden visit 

programme.  The thought of us all  

resuming some sort of normality is such a 

relief and we cannot wait to have the 

opportunity to see some of our members 

again.   

NB visits will follow the latest legislation 

regarding social distancing.   

Gillian Taylor, who joined our events team 

last year, has already started putting our 

Autumn programme together .   

 

Two garden visits already booked are:- 

Thursday 5th August  

Malverleys near Newbury 

Tuesday 7th September  

Houghton Lodge Gardens near  

Stockbridge  

Many of you have been attending our 

zoom lectures which have proved very 

popular.  We have listed the next 3  

lectures below.   

 

Looking forward to seeing you soon! 

 

Teresa Yeates 

Events Chair 

Events Team Update 

Durmast House 

Zoom Lectu re  

Programme 
 

All lectures start at 6pm  

and cost £5.00 
 

 

Monday 15th March 
Humphry Repton at Herriard Park 

by Sally Miller 
 

Monday 12th April 
Gertrude Jekyll.  My adventure in  

discovering and restoring her inspiring  

garden art 

by Rosamund Wallinger 
 
 

Monday 10th May  
From the Nile to the Itchen: Serapis in a 

Winchester water garden 

by Dr John Pearce 
 

 

Tickets can be purchased  

via www.eventbrite.co.uk 

 

Please visit our website for  

further information 



  

 

 

We owe a great debt to those people who volunteer 

to restore or to maintain public gardens or parks and 

who create beautiful places, small or large. We all 

need to visit areas where we can relax, breathe fresh 

air and admire the flowers, shrubs and trees and the 

wildlife which thrives there. More and more front  

gardens are being turned into car parks, and green 

spaces or “brown” spaces are being developed for 

housing. The three lock-downs have highlighted this 

need to take exercise and to find mental stimulation 

and relaxation. 

 

All the volunteers of the gardens belonging to the  

Association of Friends have continued to work  

whenever the Covid restrictions have permitted. They 

have, of course, adhered to the conditions imposed by 

the government and local government regulations. 

 

Peter Wilkinson 

Co-ordinator of the Friends Groups  

    

Crescent Garden 

report submitted by Stephanie Fisher and Irene Buggle 

Crescent Garden is a public space owned by Gosport 

Borough Council and as such the volunteer gardeners 

have been guided during this pandemic by the  

council’s restrictions. 

 

When the country entered lockdown last March the  

volunteer gardeners were required to stop work at the 

Garden by order of the council. We submitted a risk  

assessment to GBC and following approval in late July  

the volunteers were allowed back into the Garden.  

During lockdown lots of local people had used the  

Garden for exercise or just sitting in and many people 

commented that the beauty of the Garden helped 

raise their spirits. Lots more wildlife was seen in the  

garden during this time.   

 

Prior to Lockdown a project had been started to  

regenerate the overgrown East end of the Garden. The 

ground had been cleared, landscaping work almost 

completed and the volunteers were ready to plant out 

the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the time we returned to the Garden in July the  

newly cleared ground was covered in weeds and self 

seeders. Whilst this was demoralising, the self seeders 

were a beautiful sight consisting of poppies, echiums, 

Verbena bonariensis, Solanum laciniatum, Leycesteria 

formosa, Acanthus mollis, Shoo-fly (Nicandra phy-

salodes), etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Annual Plant Sale and Summer Garden Party had 

to be cancelled, which is where most of our funds are 

generated. However, some of our volunteers sold  

plants raised for the plant sale at their garden gates, so 

all was not lost! 

 

 

 

 

News from Member Gardens 

of the Association of Friends 

 

_______________________________________________ 

Cleared area ready for planting 

The flower beds in bloom 
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From mid-July work began in earnest to clear the  

overgrown weeds. In order to comply with the Covid 

risk assessment, the gates to the Garden were tied shut 

for a few hours a week to keep volunteers safe whilst 

gardening. Volunteers brought their own tools or  

disinfected shed tools before and after use. Wipes,  

disposable gloves and hand sanitisers were provided. 

Volunteers worked at least 2-metres apart and no 

communal coffee breaks were allowed. Names and 

telephone numbers of volunteers were recorded on a 

weekly basis to facilitate track and trace. 

 

By the beginning of November the team was proud 

that their hard work had got the Garden back on track 

just when we had to go into a second lockdown (so no 

gardening for a month). Fortunately planting in the 

new area had been completed including a number of 

specimen shrubs such as Chilean lantern tree 

(Crinodendron hookeriana), Camellia oleifera and 

Chaste Tree (Vitex agnus-castus), as well as several 

plants propagated by the volunteers, such as Cistus, 

fuchsias, various roses and cyclamen.  

 

In early December gardening resumed and, although 

we could not have our volunteer Christmas lunch, we 

managed a socially-distanced mince pie and mulled 

wine in the Garden.  We planned to start again on 6th 

January, which as you know has now been put on hold 

until further notice. 

 

 

 

 

            

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Old Cemetery, Southampton  

 report submitted by Val and Billy Ferguson 

  

During the first lockdown in March, until the early part 

of June, ‘Friends of Southampton Old  

Cemetery’ (FoSOC) were not permitted to work.  

However, by June a small group (6) of very eager  

members of FoSOC was allowed to work, if compliant 

with UK  government guidelines.  

 

This meant social distancing of 2 metres; for the Old 

Cemetery 2 headstones apart. Lots of hand sanitisers, 

masks and gloves were available. The aim of the six 

was to 

keep the 

pathways 

clear, mow 

the front 

lawn and 

trim all the 

Common-

wealth War 

Graves. This 

also meant 

cutting 

back the Yew trees, which grow along some of the 

pathways, to enable easier access for the Public and 

trying to ensure the 2 metres distancing.  

 

By now other parts of the cemetery were growing with 

an  

abundance 

of bramble, 

nettle, ivy and 

grass, the 

Southampton 

City Council 

(SCC)  

strimmers had 

not been in 

since October 

2019!  

 

FoSOC had hoped for a ‘Task Day’ - where the  

members volunteer to work for the morning on the first  

Saturday of each month with a break for refreshment - 

but it was now August, when the weather is usually too 

hot for work. September was the planned date.  

However, this was postponed until October with  
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scheduled time slots, areas and all Government  

guidelines followed.   

 

Hurrah! – October saw FoSOC’s first ‘official’ Task Day. 

In three groups, at different times, the work was  

concentrated mainly on the removal of ivy and  

bramble. No refreshments would be available as this 

would be classed as socialising with a risk of infection.  

 

Another Hurrah! SCC strimmers had arrived in force 

and started to blitz many areas of the cemetery. Enter 

a second lockdown, but, within UK guidelines, we 

could continue with a small group of six working along-

side SCC strimmers until Health and Safety issues 

stopped us. We believe this stoppage is temporary. 

Nevertheless, SCC did do a great job and the grounds 

did start to look like a cared-for cemetery again 

FoSOC did continue until the third lockdown. Watch 

this space - we will be back sooner rather than later! 

 

 

King John’s Garden, Romsey  

report submitted by Margaret Massie 

 

Along with all similar places, the house and garden 

were locked in March. Family groups only locked  

themselves into the garden to work. We did suggest 

that no one should be there alone, in case of  

accident. So my husband found himself  

accompanying me, although he had stopped  

attending. Well, it did make another destination when 

taking exercise. Then we progressed to groups of up to 

six socially distanced people, altering our gardening 

times to be out of the garden when the house cafe 

was open. At the moment, we can either be a family, 

or meet with one other person. The plant stall, where 

we sell donated plants and surplus from the garden, 

was relocated to our garden manager’s pathway and 

made almost £400.00. All the events for 2020  were 

cancelled which included the National Garden 

Scheme Opening in May, the annual talk, Beggars Fair, 

Herb Day and our 25th Anniversary Party. 

 

You will remember that it was a very hot summer.  

Although we have a team of waterers who live nearby 

and each has a day of the week to water the tubs and  

 

 

 

new planting and to top up the two fountains, this year 

it wasn’t enough. The courtyard tubs were so stressed 

that they became overcome by blackfly, and had to 

be replanted in August at a time when suitable plants 

were difficult to find. We needed to do this as the  

outside seating for the cafe had been moved onto the 

courtyard to allow for social distancing. 

 

One of the items for discussion at our next zoom  

committee meeting is a proposal to plant more 

drought tolerant plants as the trend seems to be drier 

spring and summer weather. 

                                                   

For several years, the grapevines on a south-west  

facing wall at the edge of the Spring  meadow have  

been disappointing. Romsey used to be known for its 

gooseberry hedges, so we would like to replant with 

trailing gooseberries. As yet, we haven’t found a  

supplier.  

 

About twenty years ago, laurel and conifer plants were 

grown to conceal an unsightly small building and a 

storage area outside the kitchen of King John’s House. 

They also provided a focal point to the end of the path 

through the garden. We were asked to remove them 

because of fears that they may be disturbing  

archaeological remains. So that has been one large 

late Autumn job, requiring more than one booking for 

the recycling centre. We propose new screening with 

hurdles and two planters.  
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Dean Garnier Garden, Winchester  

report submitted by Fran Carroll 

 

In spite of the constraints of the pandemic, we have 

been able to get a certain amount of work done and, 

thankfully, the garden has survived well. Although  

everyone misses the visitors to the garden, there is 

something quite spiritual about being in the lee of the 

Cathedral with only the robins for company. 

 

If we consider the last work session of November, we 

would normally have walked from the peace of the 

garden into the bustle of the Christmas market, on our 

way to enjoy coffee and cake together in the  

refectory to mark the closing of the garden. This year 

The Close was all but silent and the few volunteers who 

were present said goodbye, not knowing what the  

future would bring.  

 

We were grateful we had been able to work alone or 

in small groups and I was able to regulate this via 

email. The pull of the garden is strong, so we were  

never short of help. With the latest lockdown now in 

place, no one is going to the garden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    

 

 

Since we couldn’t meet together, the plant group had 

to postpone its critical look at the garden, but will  

recommence once the horizon is clear. One thing we 

did manage was to choose an abundant rose (Kew 

Gardens) to enhance the Dean Garnier plaque. 

 

One volunteer has further developed his already  

impressive composting system, from which we have 

been able to enrich the beds. Two other volunteers 

have made a significant improvement to the interior of 

the tool shed. 

                                     

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are fortunate to have yet another volunteer who 

has offered to grow some climbers (Morning Glory and 

Cobaea Scandens) from seed. Taking all these things 

together we are happy that we are making headway, 

in spite of the restrictions that have made life so  

complicated for us all this year. 
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Caroline & Bernice picking “strawberries” (Arbutus tree) 

David making a compost box 

Photos courtesy of Jean & Geoff Wheeler 
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A Journey to Iran  

by Peter Hughes,  

Chairman of The Gardens Trust 
 

In April 2019, my wife and I finally 

succeeded in visiting Iran. When 

asked to write a piece for the 

Hampshire GT newsletter, I was  

given the idea of writing about our 

experiences from seeing the review 

in the last issue of Emma Clark’s  

excellent book The Art of the Islamic 

Garden. I say ‘finally succeeded’ 

because it was our third attempt. 

The first had to be abandoned after 

the Foreign Office advised us not to 

go because of the situation at the 

time. The second never got off the 

ground. When I retired, though, we 

decided to make one final attempt 

to get there.  

 

As the day for our departure  

approached, and as tension  

between the Iranian and American 

regimes increased, we wondered 

whether we had made the right 

decision. Our journey from 

Heathrow to Tehran only added to 

our state of apprehension. Our  

Turkish Airlines flight to Istanbul was 

delayed by four hours. We missed 

our connection to Tehran and had 

difficulty getting on to another 

flight. We eventually managed to 

catch the last flight of the day  

leaving at about midnight and  

arrived at Ayatollah Khomeini  

airport as dawn was breaking.  

Arrangements had been made for 

us to be met by a driver to take us 

to our hotel, and we feared that he 

would have given up on us and 

gone home for the night. Our fears 

proved groundless. He had waited 

patiently, and we drove into Tehran, 

to the sight of snowclad mountains 

beyond the city, glinting in the early 

morning light. 

 

Our driver personified the kindness  

and courtesy that we received  

 

throughout our sixteen days in the 

country. Later that day, we met the 

rest of our party of seven, five single  

women, four from England, all  

seasoned and adventurous  

travellers, and one from California. 

How she got a visa remained a  

mystery throughout. She had been 

born to shop, but the fact that 

Western credit cards were banned 

did impose some curbs on her ex-

penditure. We also met our English 

speaking and delightful guide,  

Hanieh. Whenever we were in built 

up areas, the women had to wear 

headscarves, but otherwise  

travelling on our bus, Hanieh would 

declare ‘scarves-off’. Nowhere did 

we encounter hostility, and there 

were few outward signs of the  

Islamic regime controlling the  

country, except in Tehran itself  

outside what had been the  

American Embassy and was now 

‘The U.S. Den of Espionage  

Museum’. Everywhere, we were 

approached by people who were 

curious to know where we came 

from. Many of them were young 

and spoke good English. We kept 

off any discussion about the regime, 

but it was obvious that they 

yearned for change, eager to know 

more about life outside Iran but yet 

proud of their history and traditions. 

 

So, what about the gardens? It is 

impossible to do justice to them in 

such a short article. In addition to 

Emma Clark’s book and one by 

Monty Don, which both cover  

gardens throughout the Islamic 

world, there is Penelope Hobhouse’s 

Gardens of Persia. This concentrates 

on Iran. She describes water as ‘the 

symbol of God’s mercy’ and it is an 

essential feature of all the gardens 

we visited. The ancient Persians  

learnt to harness water from the 

snowmelt of the Zagros mountains.  

They used it to feed the plains  

below by irrigation channels, known 

as quanats. Some of the earliest 

Persian gardens were laid out by 

Cyrus the Great at Pasargadae in 

around 550BC. The remains are still 

visible today surrounding his  

monumental tomb.  

 

Close by is Persepolis, built by his 

son, Darius I.  About 150 years later, 

the Spartan, Lysander, who was a 

friend of the then Persian king, Cyrus 

the Younger, described ‘the beauty 

of the trees, the accuracy of the 

spacing, the straightness of the 

rows, the regularity of the angles 

and the many thousand scents of 

sweet flowers.’ 

 

This captures what have become 

the essential characteristics of  

today’s Islamic gardens – trees to 

provide shade, formal channels of 

water interlacing the garden to  

create a sense of calm and  

restfulness, and places to sit and 

enjoy the garden out of the heat of  
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the sun. Wherever you go in Iran, 

you will find gardens with these  

virtues. They are places Iranians go 

to meet up, escape the heat and 

shelter from the sun. Particularly 

memorable were the Bagh-e-Fin in 

Kashan, arguably the finest Persian 

garden in Iran, and the former Royal 

gardens of Chehel Sotun in Esfahan. 

Intrinsic to the gardens are the  

traditional Islamic buildings in which 

they are set. They are especially 

impressive in the early morning or at 

dusk, when lit up by the setting sun. 

 

We count ourselves as extremely 

fortunate to have got there. Within 

days of our return, fresh sanctions 

had been imposed on Iran by  

President Trump and the Foreign 

Office had advised again against 

all but essential visits. 

 

 

 

 

CPRE Hampshire, the countryside 

charity, works to promote, enhance 

and protect the countryside for  

everyone’s benefit, wherever they live. 

CPRE Hampshire is made up of a team 

of around 115 volunteers and three 

part-time staff. The charity is active  

 

 

across Hampshire with six voluntary 

district groups and an office in  

Winchester. Dee Haas is the Chair of 

CPRE Hampshire and gives an update 

on the charity’s work and current  

priorities: 

 

“CPRE Hampshire is part of the  

national CPRE network with a local 

group in every county.  

‘The Campaign to Protect Rural 

England’ was founded almost a 

century ago with the aim of  

ensuring that growth would be 

properly planned, creating vibrant 

and green cities and towns, and 

not damaging the countryside with 

uncontrolled sprawl. The challenges 

met by our founders still very much 

exist and 100 years later CPRE  

contributes to the debate about 

how we plan our communities so 

that everyone has access to green  

space and good quality affordable 

homes. Our vision is for the  

countryside and green spaces to 

be accessible to all, rich in nature 

and to play a crucial role in  

responding to the climate  

emergency. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These days we’re now known simply 

as CPRE Hampshire, the countryside  

charity, reflecting the full range of 

the work we do and our modern, 

positive vision for the countryside. 

Our new logo shows the landscapes  

 

 

people know and love - from rolling 

hills, to farmland or a coastal scene: 

 

S UR G E  O F  A P PR EC I A T I O N  

F O R  T H E  C O UN T R YS I D E  
 

During the coronavirus pandemic, 

there’s been a surge of  

appreciation for the countryside 

and an awareness of the role that 

green spaces and nature play in 

our wellbeing. We’re realising the 

value of the countryside nearest to 

our homes.  

 

Our countryside and local green 

spaces are facing mounting  

pressure, but the pandemic has 

reminded us why they are so  

important to all of us. For the one in 

eight households who do not have 

access to their own garden,  

accessible shared or public green 

spaces and the wider countryside 

are all the more important. 

 
We completed a study last year to 

look at the value of a new South 

Hampshire Green Belt, designed to 

prevent urban sprawl from the cities 

and to prevent the coalescence of 

our rural towns and villages. A 

Green Belt does not prevent 

all development but entails  

strategic spatial planning and  

encourages urban regeneration as 

the first and most sustainable  

approach to providing homes and 

building communities.  

 
The research found that the  

countryside north of the urban  

centres of South Hampshire could 

generate almost £26 million a year 

in health, wellbeing, economic and 

ecosystem benefits if protected by 

a Green Belt. We hope to use this 

ground-breaking piece of work all 

over Hampshire to demonstrate the 

economic, environmental and  

social benefits of our countryside 

and green spaces. It’s important  
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that these values are considered by 

our planning authorities when  

deciding on the location of  

development - we want to see a 

genuine ‘brownfield first’ approach. 

In fact, a new CPRE report has  

revealed that there is enough 

brownfield land - previously used 

land/recycled land - for almost 

27,900 new homes in Hampshire 

and over a third of sites already 

have planning permission. 

 

Damaging government  

proposals to change what 

gets built and where 

 

A healthy and democratic planning 

system is crucial to delivering our 

vision of a countryside for all. We all 

deserve a home we can genuinely 

afford to live in, and to have a say 

in shaping the communities around 

us. But the government wants to 

dismantle the toolbox that allows 

our voices to be heard: the  

planning system. Under new  

proposals, our access to both green 

space and affordable homes will be  

drastically cut - perhaps forever. We 

need to raise our voices now,  

before they’re taken away. We’re 

asking our members and supporters 

to stand with us in calling on the 

government to rethink their plans 

and create a planning system with  

people and nature at its heart. 

 

Our volunteers have spent a  

considerable amount of time using 

their knowledge and expertise to 

respond to the government’s  

proposals and how they might  

affect Hampshire. We wrote to all 

Hampshire MPs and met with a 

number of our MPs to discuss our 

concerns and offer some  

alternatives. We also produced a 

summary and template letter to 

MPs to help our members respond. 
 

The countryside of Hampshire  

creates the setting for many  

 

 

important historic gardens. Without 

this setting, our heritage would be 

damaged or lost completely. 

Hampshire Gardens Trust and CPRE 

Hampshire work alongside each 

other to ensure that future  

generations can enjoy these  

important assets. 

 

CPRE Hampshire couldn’t exist  

without the support of our members 

and volunteers. If you would like to 

help us to protect our precious 

Hampshire countryside and green 

spaces,please consider joining us at  

www.cprehampshire.org.uk 

 

Mike R icket ts   

becomes New 

T rustee  
 

After playing a key role in the  

Conservation & Development  

Committee for a number of years, 

we are delighted that Mike has  

cemented his relationship with HGT 

by recently signing up to become a 

Trustee. The HGT is very fortunate to 

have his on-going support. He has 

kindly sent us a modest résumé to  

outline some highlights from his cv 

to share with members. 
 

Mike’s early years were spent in 

Bournemouth which, at that time, 

was still part of Hampshire – he now  

lives in Fareham where, together 

with his wife Ann, their four children 

and six grandchildren like to visit 

from time to time. 

 

His long career as an architect and 

urban designer has involved both 

the private and public sectors, and 

over the years he has covered a 

wide area including Bournemouth, 

London and Holland. In 1973 he 

embarked on one of the first urban  

design post-graduate courses in the  

 

 

country at Oxford Polytechnic, and 

started his career with the London 

Borough of Lewisham, before  

moving back to Hampshire in 1978 

to work for Fareham Borough  

Council. He then moved to Test  

Valley BC to manage the Design & 

Conservation Team before leaving 

local government to form a  

consultancy advising private clients, 

fellow architects and planning  

consultants. In addition, Mike pro-

vided design and conservation  

support for many of the local plan-

ning authorities in Hampshire  

including HCC, Southampton CC 

and also Guildford BC – all of which 

has proved to be excellent  

experience for his current role at 

HGT. 

 

Mike first became involved at HGT 

with the formation of King John’s 

Garden in Romsey when he was 

working for Test Valley, and he was 

subsequently invited to join the 

Trust’s Conservation & Development 

Team in 2003, and took over the 

Chair in 2018. He is a keen member 

of the Fareham Society and also sits 

on the Winchester Diocesan  

Advisory 

Committee 

as an  

architect 

advisor. In 

addition, 

Mike is a 

member of 

the Test Val-

ley  

Design  

Review Pan-

el and Hon. 

Secretary of 

the Hampshire Advisory Design  

Review Panel.  
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Meet Louise Oakden who has this year been 

awarded the HGT Student Bursary 

 

After 21 years of service in the NHS, I felt that I needed a 

change of direction and with a lifelong love of  

Horticulture, this seemed a natural step to make.  I 

signed up to a course at Sparsholt and began studying 

RHS Level 2 in Practical Horticulture. 

 

Despite some of the classes being put on hold during 

the year,  due to the pandemic, I feel that I have learnt 

so much.  I have now completed my studies and await 

my award.   

 

I took up a  

volunteering post at 

Spinners Gardens in 

Pilley for several months 

and was able to gain a 

lot of experience from  

working around the 

pond area.  This  

opportunity also  

enabled me to gain a 

valuable insight into 

Woodland gardening 

and planting.  

 

I am thoroughly enjoying my time at Hillier Gardens,  

particularly as I am able to consolidate all I have learnt 

from my course at Sparsholt with the practical skills 

learnt during the Spinners volunteering opportunity.  I 

particularly enjoy our tree days.  It’s so wonderful to be 

outside working even when the weather is not so kind!  

 

I have a thirst for knowledge and I am making the most 

of my time and learning as much as I can from the 

knowledge and expertise of the Hillier’s team. I  

particularly look forward to our botanical ident which 

takes place every week.  This helps me broaden my 

plant knowledge and assists me with plant  

identification. 

 

I am a member of Women’s Farm and Gardening  

Association now known as Working for Gardener’s  

Association.   I am very grateful to Hampshire Gardens 

Trust for providing the bursary to assist me in my ongoing 

learning.  

 

 

Benches in Hyde Abbey Garden, Winchester  

 

The Friends of Hyde Abbey Garden were very unhappy 

that vandals wrecked one of the curved benches in the 

garden during an afternoon in August. The vandals 

were disturbed by an elderly lady who shouted at them 

and caused them to run away.  Unfortunately the 

Council’s CCTV did not show enough for police to track 

the miscreants down. The Friends have asked the  

Council for many years for the cameras to include the  

garden and will repeat their request yet again. 

 

Volunteers who maintain the garden and the local 

community were very distressed at the damage to the 

Jubilee Garden. The peace and quiet have been 

greatly appreciated in these troubled times and there is 

widespread revulsion at the actions of these youths.  

 

The good news is that fundraising efforts have raised a 

considerable sum of money and the Council has 

agreed to contribute towards the total amount for  

replacing both benches.  
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Following the discovery of a long-forgotten ‘HGT  

Winchester Garden Walking Trail’ in one of my old files,  

it was decided to update and redesign the Trail.  

 

‘Water’ often features in Winchester city centre not least in 

the Abbey Gardens. The stream flowing through once  

supplied the fishponds of Nunnaminster, until later it  

became a mill stream for St Mary’s Abbey. In the 18th  

century the site was divided into two with half converted 

to a private house and designed landscape, and a   

portico was added to hide the mill. At the end of the 19th 

century the land was bought  by Winchester City Council. 

 

Water also features superbly in the Garden of Water Close, 

situated off Colebrook Street. This charming, small garden 

was designed in the 1950s/60s  by local MP and  

horticulturalist, Peter Smithers, who lived in Colebrook 

House opposite. A pool leads to a stone balustrade with a 

bust of the deity Serapis sitting beneath a huge old  

magnolia tree. Peter Smithers always intended the garden 

to be for public viewing and in 2020, when a planning  

application was submitted to build a house in the garden, 

there was public uproar attracting more than 1400  

objections.  

 

As well as gardens which incorporate water,  there are  

also modern gardens designed within historic settings.  

Created in 1995,  Dean Garnier Garden sits in the  

Cathedral’s Inner Close. This little gem lies over what 

would have been the monks’ dormitories, and the  

design reflects the interior of the Cathedral, in particular 

the Lady Chapel. The garden is a haven of peace – or it 

would be if it wasn’t for the vandals who appear from 

time to time. 

 

Queen Eleanor’s Garden, accessed through a heavy 

wooden door from the medieval Great Hall, was  

designed by Sylvia Landsberg in 1985/86, as an  

authentic reconstruction of a medieval garden. It has a 

fountain set in a lead pool, a tunnel arbour clad with 

roses, vines and honeysuckle and stone seats alongside 

the paths. Nearby are the gardens of Peninsula  

Barracks, once the site of a Norman Castle, later a  

proposed new palace for Charles II, and lastly military 

barracks.  A central pool and fountain, bordered by  

clipped evergreen shrubs and raised beds of lavender, 

now provide a calm space in which to reflect.  

 

 

 

 

A more recent addition to the Trail is Hyde Abbey Garden, 

designed by Kim Wilkie to represent  the east end of the 

former Abbey, with knapped flint paths, hollies in  

burnished steel frames marking the site of the pillars and  

a glass impression of the interior, designed by  

Tracey Sheppard. 

 

In total, 18 gardens are featured in the Trail, and once we 

can escape lockdown you could do no better than come 

to Winchester and follow it.  
 

The leaflet can be downloaded from our website  
 

www.hgt.org.uk/news-and-events/ 

newsletters-and-publications/ 
 

Janet Hurrell 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A walk-round guide  

Winchester Gardens Walking Trail 

* Zo o m  Le c t ur e *  

Remember to book your e:ticket |Monday 10th May  @ 6pm|Dr John Pearce,- 

‘From the Nile to the Itchen: Serapis in a Winchester Water Garden’ 

Email for more information | admin@hgt.org.uk  

Queen Eleanor’s Garden 

Water Close Garden 
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BOOK REVIEW | Humphry Repton, Landscape  

   design in an Age of Revolution  

Author |  Tom Williamson 

 

Reaktion Books, 2020, 136 illustrations, 114 in colour, 

£35, ISBN 9781789142990  

 
 

Not since Steven Daniels’ book in 1999 has there been a 

comprehensive assessment of Repton’s achievements, 

though a number of regional studies appeared around 

the 2018 bicentenary of his death. Tom Williamson’s 

book is very welcome, then, and bears the hallmarks of 

his works. It is very well-presented, with lots of illustrations, 

all in colour. One particular visual asset is that the Repton 

before and after ‘slides’ are presented side by side on 

facing pages, which makes them easy to assimilate. You 

could easily do what I often do with a new book: look at 

all the pictures, read the conclusion and, hey presto, 

you’ve read the book! However, the clear and concise 

prose, plus the common-sense approach, which are so 

characteristic of Williamson, draw the reader into  

reading the work from start to finish. 

 

 

Williamson clearly charts Repton’s evolution as a  

designer, tracing his background, the influences on him, 

and his development. He describes his working methods, 

and analyses his main design concepts, with reference 

to Repton’s own writings, and examines his main  

commissions, drawing on the wealth of material which 

has emerged from new publications in the last two 

years. His clash with the Picturesque, and its proponents, 

Uvedale Price and Richard Payne Knight, is also  

examined. Inevitably, he compares Repton with  

Capability Brown, highlighting the differences in their 

business models, and explaining how this led Brown to 

be commercially so much more successful than Repton. 

Brown gave his clients plans; Repton gave them views. 

He also points out that, because Repton worked much 

more with gardens, and because parks are much harder 

to alter than gardens, considerably more of Brown’s 

work endures than Repton’s. On the other hand,  

Repton’s ideas endure through his writings and  

illustrations, whereas Brown wrote nothing. 

 

As you would expect from Williamson, he puts Repton 

into the context of his age, considering how changes in 

landscape style affected him, and how much he  

influenced that style during his lifetime. In the late  

eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, gardens and  

 

 

 

pleasure grounds became the focus as parks became 

generally smaller and less important, and this was the 

trend of Repton’s commissions. He was the pre-eminent 

practitioner in this field, and his legacy was the rise to 

prominence of gardens and terraces in the nineteenth 

century. Williamson addresses the concept that Repton 

was a man of contradictions: he thought that landscape 

should be designed like a painting, but found this  

difficult to put into practice. He also very much valued 

socializing with the aristocracy, but never became rich 

like Brown, and never became part of that milieu.   

 

What emerges is an all-round, clear-eyed portrait of the 

man – Williamson does not fall into the trap of idolizing 

his subject! He re-appraises accepted conclusions about 

Repton, and sometimes overturns them. For example, 

Repton did not invent the concept of the ‘slides’ in his 

Red Books, though he was the first to use them regularly. 

Also, Repton did not disapprove of perimeter belts – he 

valued the privacy they afforded – but he did not route 

his drives through them as Brown did. Williamson distils 

the real difference between Brown and Repton: Brown 

was primarily interested in making the landscapes  

themselves. Repton was interested in writing about them 

and painting them, as much as making them. Both left 

behind fitting memorials. 

 

For Repton devotees, this book is a feast, and for the non

-devotee it is a rich disquisition on changes in landscape 

style, seen through the lens of Repton. 
 

Wendy Bishop  
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BOOK REVIEW | Russian Parks and Gardens  

Author | Peter Hayden 

Frances Lincoln 2005 pp.256 

(Amazon: new £25 used from £6) 

 

Peter Hayden (1928-2019) was a member of the Garden 

History Society from its very earliest days and served as its 

Treasurer, Chairman and, until his recent death, Vice-

President.  Having trained as a Russian interpreter during 

his National Service and with a deep interest in garden 

history he was an invaluable tour-guide to the gardens 

and parks in Russia and Scandinavia.  He built up a wide 

network of friends and contacts within the Russian  

academic community and this allowed him to prepare 

the huge amount of research material which went into 

the production of this book. 

 

Peter Hayden was also an excellent photographer and 

the beautiful illustrations in Russian Parks and Gardens 

were almost all taken by him.  The photos all look fresh, 

sharp and are chosen to show the best features of the 

palaces and parks, which is not always the case with 

commercial garden guides.  Many of the sites chosen 

are erstwhile imperial parks and mansions; the latter, 

now newly restored and repainted with typical blue, 

green, yellow, white and gilded exteriors, when  

photographed in glistening snow against brilliant blue 

skies cannot fail to inspire the reader to promise herself a 

visit there. 

 

What is encouraging is that many of the estates which 

Hayden saw as run-down and neglected in the late  

Soviet era are now being restored with no expense 

spared and with the input of informed academic  

research and advice.  The task is immense: Leningrad 

was reduced to rubble during the siege from 1941-1944, 

and German forces destroyed the most famous imperial 

palaces such as Peterhof, Oranienbaum, Gatchina,  

Pavlovsk and Tsarskoe Selo.  Against this background 

one can only marvel at the determination of the Russian 

people to restore these icons of their historical heritage, 

incongruous though it may seem in a communist state.  

Fortunately many of the biggest sites are now protected 

as UNESCO World Heritage Sites, but there is still some 

way to go. 

 

Russian Parks and Gardens is not a coffee-table picture 

book despite the glorious photographs, it is a work of 

immense research and scholarship and fully referenced.   

 

 

 

The scope is enormous: it covers a timescale from the 

late seventeenth-century (Peter the Great) to the first 

days of the post-Soviet era.  Geographically, the sites 

chosen spread from St. Petersburg, through Moscow to 

the Crimea, but also include various country estates 

deep in Russian/ Ukrainian/ Belarusian countryside which 

would probably be inaccessible to today's traveller. 

What is lacking in the book are location maps.  It is really 

essential to have Google Earth open at one's side and 

that then makes one aware that these estates are now 

for the most part popular public spaces.  Hayden has 

included plans of the five major parks in the  

St Petersburg region, but really this is not enough, so  

frequent visits to the appropriate Russian websites are 

recommended.  Fortunately these are informative and 

usually in English. 

 

Valerie Joynt  
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BOOK REVIEW | The Most Glorious Prospect:  

                        Garden Visiting in Wales 1639-1900  

 

Author | Bettina Harden 

Graffeg 2017, £30 new but try www.abebooks.com 

 

The fact that this book covers Wales rather than England 

may make it seem irrelevant to Hampshire readers, but 

the book’s value in my opinion lies in its use of  

contemporary sources and illustrations.  We are used 

today to visiting designed landscapes in the comfort of 

a motor-car, with cafés (in normal circumstances) and  

pleasant places to stay.  One does not realise the  
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experience which in some cases resembled an assault 

course in order to arrive at these amazing places in the 

past.  The book also highlights the mixed reviews that 

these landscapes elicited from visitors, who clearly felt 

that they had the right to criticise the Taste of the owner. 

After an introduction which gives an overview of the 

changing practicalities of travel and conditions over the 

period under discussion, the author describes in  

chronological order sixteen designed landscapes and 

gardens from the mid-seventeenth century to the turn of 

the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.  There is much 

useful detail about the changing fortunes and different 

owners of a property over the centuries.  The properties 

are grouped into themes, with a brief introduction to 

each group.  The sub-title of ‘Garden visiting’ is slightly 

misleading, since these are all really designed  

landscapes; Bodnant, the ‘youngest’ garden visited, 

counts in my view as a designed landscape because of 

its scale.   

 

 

At the end there is a really useful Gardens Gazetteer 

which gives the addresses, phone numbers and email  

addresses of owners of the properties (where they can 

be visited), their history over the last century, and their  

current state.  Punches ae not pulled; of one property, 

Baron Hall in Anglesey, Harden says ‘The great gardens 

have fallen into decay, and, with the house, are lost in a 

wilderness of trees and undergrowth.’  But this gives a 

taste of the direct style which carries the reader on and 

makes him or her feel that they are experiencing the 

landscape at the time of its creation. 

 

 

This is followed by endnotes which provide sources for 

the author’s quotations.  These are not always quite as  

full as I would have liked; of a tantalising quote from a  

letter by Thomas Johnes of Hafod the endnote merely  

says ‘of 1793’, without a specific date or location for the 

document.  (It may have been a problem of space,  

though I suspect that it was taken from a non-scholarly 

book about Hafod, Peacocks in Paradise by Elizabeth 

Inglis-Jones.  But not verifying one’s sources is a  

dangerous thing to do.)   Nor is there a source for her 

remark that a much later owner of Hafod in 1890  

supported the coming of the railway there.  But this does 

not detract from the value of the book for those  

 

 

 

 

interested in designed landscapes, or from the pleasure 

of all the wonderful contemporary illustrations. 

 

Georgina Craufurd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hartley Library 

University of Southampton 

UPDATE  
 

Sadly we are still unable to use the library facilities at the 

Hartley; the latest statement on their website states that 

 

‘Social distancing measures mean that the university  

libraries have reduced capacity and they regret that they 

are unable to offer access to the libraries for alumni,  

members of the public (including sixth form students),  

external borrowers and SCONUL Access users’.  

 

This is disappointing especially for researchers but there 

are several websites that publish books and articles  

on-line which are worth looking at. 

 

JSTOR is one for which you will need to register free but 

then can access up to 100 articles a month to read 

online. https://about.jstor.org/oa-and-free/ or you could 

try the Biodiversity Heritage Library site: https://

www.biodiversitylibrary.org/.   

 

Valerie Joynt 

Hon. Librarian 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 

The author is a former Chair of the Welsh Historic Gardens Trust 

___________________________________________________ 

21 

https://about.jstor.org/oa-and-free/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/


 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Jermyns House, Jermyns Lane, Ampfield, Romsey, Hampshire SO51 0QA  

Te l :   01794 3 67752     Emai l:   admi n@hgt . org . uk  

 

Please complete and return by post to the above address or via email to admin@hgt.org.uk 
      

 GARDEN PLANS FOR SCHOOLS 
 

Title & Name 

Address 

 
Postcode Telephone 

 

Email 
 
 

All information given is solely for the use of the Hampshire Gardens Trust and will not be given to third parties 
 

Please tick here if youwould like newsandupdatesfrom the Trust to be sent toyoubyemail 

  
 

I would like to support the Trust’s Garden Plans for Schools as follows:- 
 

CONTRIBUTION LEVELS 
 

Seed Tray    £100 Head Gardener         £1000 
 

Potting On       £250 Garden Benefactor   £3000 
 

              Planting Out    £500 Other     

 

Please make your cheque payable to Hampshire Gardens Trust or pay on line to CAF Bank 
 

Account Name :  Hampshire Gardens Trust | Account Number : 00030760 | Sort Code : 40-52-40 
 

If paying on-line please identify your payment by your name and ‘Garden Plans’.   
 

 
 

GIFT AID DECLARATION 

Hampshire Gardens Trust is a registered charity and is eligible for the Gift Aid Scheme. By signing the declaration 
below, the Trust can reclaim tax increasing your donation by 25% at no extra cost to yourself. 

 

Signed Date 

£ 

Please Gift Aid this donation 

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax in the current tax year 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations it is my responsibility to pay any difference. Please notify 
us if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address or if you no longer pay sufficient tax 
on your income and/or capital gains. 
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